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By Rickard B, Vo

Sccretary of Dcfcnsn Melvi n R, "Laid’s
public claims of splandid progress of the Lon
. Nol regime in Cambodia were I;ueld!y exploded
-by tvc i

iring commando raid which e s**cvccx
. Pinom P»n,z s, wiole air force last week.
Exploded ot the same time wvrere some official
myths about U.S, policy in Cambodia.
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invasion last June 30. '
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By TA'\T\IY APBUCI&LE
Specxa! to '1he Star - -

i VIEN’I‘IANE — Thailand’s in-
"+ iyplvement in the Taotian war is
.mcreasmﬂr as North Vietnam and
“her Pathet Lao allies continue to
- _ gam terrifory, well monmcd
S *spurce:, here say.
" | ¥ The ‘sources report” there are
oye1 2,000 Thais in Lao combat
‘areas, an increase of two battal-
ions to a total of six,
. Four companies of Thai troops
- ‘are alloged to have participated
s jn recent operations morth of
Ban Ban and south of Xieng
- Khouang, towns in northeastern
. 'Laos near the Plain of Jars.
; The operation, which failed,
was almed at cuttmg Route 7,
.o ' Hanoi’s supply route from Nor th
. ! v . Vlctnam to the plain, The pin-
' ) ‘eers carae from north and south,
but even the Thai reinforce-
ments” proved msufﬂcxent the
‘soulcos said.
- Eight hundred Thai t1 oops re-

e ’poxtodly are based in the Long
:Chien area, 75 miles north of
,Vientiane, but American source
‘say Thai strength is in fact
3 imuch less than 800.
o

i - - Operate Howitzers

Althovwh Long Chien is re-
strlcued “for  American journal-
‘Ists, Thai troops have been seen

© by other visitors there. The
i Thais operate a battery of
JA55ram howitzers, This batter
was ‘previously at Ban Klay vil-
Jage -outside Muong Soui on the
-northwest edge of “the Plain of
wJars but was overrun by North
Vletnamese troops using tanks,
.- " "Tg make sure such a thing
. does not recur, a Thai 1nfam1y
group has been sent to Long
‘Chien to provide protection for
the arlillerymen against Com-
" munist sappers who ahcaay
have come close to the town’s
ahstrlp on several occasions.

, , The rest of the Thai troops

RS work inside Laos near the Thai-

* .t land border. There is one Thai

’ - battalion at }.wnd Lon in Laos,

just north of Nan province in

Thailand, one of the northern

- areas w Qrat hit by growing in-

{ ") ~ surgency in that country.

St . e A _second Thai battalion has

o ‘been  involved in operatmns

south of the border {own of

Thakhck in soufh centLal Laos.
vgdrF SE120
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* Communists as more of a threal

Thai troops also are said to m
'ooeratmrf in the area where the
borders of Thailand, Lans and
Cambodia join. By agrcement
the Camborh'm govern-
Thai troops may pene-
frate 5 kilometers into Cambo-
dia. The Communists have an
important base area inside Laos
in {hat tri-border area and Thai,
troops from Ubon province are-
said to have carried out recon-’
naissance there, : 1

Besides these regular forces
Thai special forces work in
Laos” CIA-run “secret army.”
Often seen wearing. blue jeans
and checked shirts accompany--
ing American civilians in Laos,
they have been interviewed by
correspondents,

- These troops in Laos are re-:

J

Souvanna Phouma has spwen to
the “18 million Laos in Thai-
land!” who could - provide L?O
forces with manpower.

. Mcanwhile, U.S. sources ad-
mit that Thai artillery battalions

based in Thailand’s Chiengrai

Province regularly provide fne
support for Lao froops fighting
Communists at Pak Tha on the

Lao bank ‘of 'the Mekond rlvcx

ferred to by the Bangkok gov-

ernment as voluntears but they
still draw their Thai'army sala-
ry as well as a :ubstantlal
Amecrican salary.

All “secret army” casualtxcs
in Laos are flown directly to hOo‘
pitals in Thailand.

Recent Pathet Lao ra(ho
claims say Communist forces
have. killed 300 Thai troops in
war action since thcy were first
introduced in Laos in 1964, This
compares to over 300 U.S. dead
in the same period in Laos, ac-
cording to well-informed sources.

Infervention Possible b
The Thais regard the Laolian

to Thailand than those in Cam-
bodia. That's why they ave put-
ting more troops in here, diplo-
matic’ sources say. Dlplomats
expect any further large-scale
gains in Laos by the Commu-'

- nists will trigger some sort of

Thai intervention, particularly if!
there is any large scale-Red:
incursion into the M akong Valley ’
bordering Thailand.

The Lao government has no
desire to sce large numbers of
Thai troops hare however. Laos
fears the Thais are casting cov-,
etous eyes at their two prov-'
inces on the west bank of the:’
Mekong, Sayaboury and Ch%m-!
passac. These two provmce5|
were taken from the Thais by;.
France when it ruled Inc’ocbma"
and were given to.Laos whep the:
French Ieft .

The Laotians, however, hone
to offsct battle losses — 300
killed each month — by cnroll-
ing more northeastern Thais intg
Laos’ army where they .would
come under Lao control. These .
Thais’ native tongue is Lao and .
most in fact ave cthoic Laos, . ~

Thais resist this because they’

be raised again. Lao premier

3
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epdll conhinn At teclu\.iqucs are adcaunte
for lozal gza conditlons, wihich findings sL 11

pe hased upon writien recommendations of
the Fn‘n'omzﬂr,ut'u Protectlon Ageney, oOF
SUGCOSEOrT AgonCY with similar comncerns, to
wihich sheall b2 annexed plans of the k\::..,s
approved by the U.8. Coast Cuard, dossrib=
1n-r specifically such Rp‘ll countainnient teohe
nigues;

T (4) envivonmental frapact
tions arve filed by appropriate de“u
cies or advisory boards in compliance mth
ihe reporting r
mental Policy Act of 1968; -

(5)- underwater completion end produe
hean perfected 1d
ugad o0 that no app'lmtu.. Is visible
of the vater;

(8) ine lo cw of the dril
no navigationnl hazards;

(7) public hearings on these matters ore
hetd in Santa B ra, California. )

Axe, 6. The Sceretary, efter review, v.pl.n.o“

end cortification by the Deopartment o
tice, 1s suthorized, consisteat with §
to negotiata

will be

ling site offers

geltle m1 claims for coi !
any less2e of kuch lands “for ections
Act,
Sze. 7. (a) 'The holder of any lease ferini-
tul pursuint to the Act moy bring an
mtiog acalnst the United Staies for the re-

covery of just commpensation for the lease or
leases €0 to;xmnntcd and speh netlon zhall
be breought In the C“-u 4 of Clal 63 pro-
vided In coelien 1401 of tible 23, United

states Code, within one year after {he date
of encctmant of this Act. No part of & Act
t thie Court of Ciaims
frowa determining whether o noy the u:rm_i-
nation of any such l ase is ally compons-
able,

(b) The
suzh actioz
m“rit o

1 eny

or any Jucwmenti
r ol any compromis: &
reblon and any Interest soctu-
nall be cercificd to the Secee-
g iaterior by the Departimont of
Justiee. There Is atthor 1 to be appro-
priated out of the Santa Barbara Channel
goecount such amounts as may ¢ nIeIsrary
to cnahle the Soerstary to pay such ju dg~
: and cempremise cettlemenis con-
cl'w od pursvuant to this ssctinn or section 6
Jy interest nceruing thercon. In tho
event the funds Jn the Santa Barpara Chan-
nel sceount are not sufiiclent to pay any
avaount -so cortifiad and apprér 2d there
is anthorized to be appropy rted to the Sec-
T bz‘ry of tha Treasury for cdvance to the
Santa Rarbara Ghannel account out of any
mouey in the Preasury no; otherwise a
priaud such funds as may bz nec
for such payinents. The Sccr\,tﬂty of the
Traasury sholl be reimbursed for such ad-
vonees from funds paid lato the Santa Zar-
‘bara Chaunal f.ccount in secordance with
this Act, with hiterest thercon, et S\‘L“l rates
s may b2 detmyadned from tme to Hoe by
tae Secrctary of the 'freasury.

(¢} 'fherc s hereby creaicd In the Treas-
rr.ount

ury of the United States a speela
wulch chall e known as the S'mf\
Channel account from which the
5 directed to couse pa ,mnnts to be
accordouce wit thu provisions of t
In ocder to provide the funds-for me umm
Barbara Channcl account, the feevetary Is
dirceted to ofer for sale on the oren miarket
under such competitlve hidding procedures
&3 ie may establish, the Unlted “state: <
el tIre oll exiracted from suc h U
pelroleura reserves or other federal ‘ﬁ.ms a3
he may designate eyeluding therefrom any re-
serve or lands on the Ouler Cm‘inunﬂ

" shielf, pursusut to tho provisions of this Act

and to pay the funda 1 22 frem such sale
into the United States Treasury. Incach year,
5 proceeds equal to the Government's re-
caipts from such rescrves ier federa

- Apiroved Poi Ralsass
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madiately preceding enectinent of this Act {e) The £
shiall be credited to the general fund and
he remalning sales proce"ds shgll ke eredited
Lo the Santa Barbara Chamnel account, Any  In se
surns remaining in the Santa Barbara Chon-
nel account aficr the payvments authorized hy
sun=:cﬂo’1 (1) have been made shall Le

ransforred, to miscellancous reeeipts of the

ESSIC

N

clude the lcase
the Y¥ederal Eco

1 terminate and in-
"d as P--0166 within
cal Preserve 8s prov. 1ded
ctlon 3 of t 1is Act at such time as tha
State of Californis terminates the lease des-
femated ss PRC-3150, granted by such &tate
with :peet to adjoining lands in the Car-
pinteria “Oil Field,

'lve :uly."wl thereafier the funds reslized . DT T T .\sﬂ 3 _
under s s tion shall bz paid into mis- _““.’ ) n;“‘t\lsrlo“,_' Jar, President, I ask
coliancais Tecsinls of the Treasury. unanimous consent to-dnsert & stateraent

(d) Withou$ regard to the provisions of
clw"p"cr (341 fi‘-_‘.c 10, United States Code, the OLD.

Jhere bo'nrf no chjection, tle state-
ment was ordered to ke printed in the
Rrcony, as mlxov\s

i SUATEMENT BY SINATOR TUD.I\EY
3, sufilcient :
NE the re- Mr., President, I introduce today, with
d Stoles Senelor Cranston, & bill to establish o Fed-
tinte and eral Xeological P ve in the Sania Rarbara
medify \:\zutiv*u contracts relating to produc- Chennel, and to moct an wgen 't need to deal

tion of oil in such manner consistent with angerous threel to one
other federal and state la 25 may in his

.ul coastal areas.
mm ba mccvﬁry or dvisable to enable

ihis Ar bis euthorize
1s consiztent

ot Colifornia’s beaut

Tomor

row Is the end of the sceond year
during which our ("o»cvlme 1t's policles hove
pmpﬁut"u the r ol furthar d2zirucilon,

Bwyen {oday, tha oi.l is siill lecking inta the
sea, On this eve of that an u\'crs'w_s,, Wwe
Join In action o protect ths
Choonel from the daspolintion of oc a1
5, shorelines snd marine life caused by
{ill-planned oil.drilling, Tha Iczislation we
introduce will also p“oviuc o mechanism for
fair compensation where lozs cheurs due to
puspzivded ennd teominated leases,

On U:ls basis, we e now proceed fmmedi-
ately to p;otvct o al part of the natural
heritage of California which all Amerlcans
share. Let us act now to guarantse that the
fversary of the disastrous blowoutb
& Parbora will e o time of rcal
ion--not just o remindar of the past,

s cq ol the suspe
for in section 4 vnd;
(’>) for an additioneal period equal t
e remciving on the primary t2rm of tha
e at the date of enactmeng of t-‘z!s Act,

wston providaed

X
<t D

Ing c’.cfermcnt payments with respect to c:.ch
such lease, After the period of suspension
is terminated and ab the thne the holder
beging to produce oil on its leased preporty
ving guantities pursuant to the terms
IA o between such helder and the
Uniied States of Ameriea, the Cec.‘etary shell
pay interest to szuch holder on its total in-

vestmend in sueh lecsehold for oaeh doy o 8. 573--VIETITAM DISENCACGIEENY
the perlod of the su:m,n {en of such lcnve, ACT OF 10‘“ -

at the rate of six per L per ennum., )

he total SN ; !‘.1 e leasehoid shall [CLxO"‘"‘ N, Mr. Peesicent, T in-
irelude ‘the wnts for the 1 tee for ‘wyecll and for Senctors

(4]

end the exps
ions on b

sion begau, Luu
{ncurre for nnsuceessiul explou

() All Interost prymonts refewr

subsoction (a) shall be appropriated out ot
nta Barbara Channel sccount (which
was created In

C¥arsinnd,  Cransion, Husums,
Waicrrrow, Graven, T{arT, AR
Javirs, IKEnNzoy,
50:7, DPROXIARE, e
LLIAMS, & bxll mt tled tm
Tisexw gagement Act of 1971

, TNOUYE,
formmary, Moss, MnL-
any, ond
“Vietuam

2 section 7(c) of this Act.) Phie provisions of this act, which would
B, (n) The Seereincy Is euthoiized  ame nu the Foreizn Assistance Act of
under such torus and condidions &5 he may 1861, are similar to those of (h

¢ Vietuam

con: 1c131" d in

preseribe to unitizz ell or auny part of the
followitg deséribad lestes iszved pursuant
to tire Cuter Contlnentnal 3hell Londs Act,
In the Santa Darbara Channcl, olshova of
State of California, If he finds such oo-
nes ~vy or desirable to prevent or
051 spillage, Isaks, or other poliu-

withdrawal
ths

amendment
a2 last Congress.

We offer it in the couns
remaibis an urgently nec
tive to the Nixen adm
called Vietnamization stralesy
_. "Tha eariier version wes u\,JC& ted in

7iction thab it
essary alternn
tration’s so-

20241 P-0240 r-0186° the Souate on Septoamber 1, 1870, b~7 i
. - PO, -
L) Tho Sicretary shall not permit the vote of 55 to 3D .
erection of any further 11‘..Lorm> within the Wheat has b‘.lmplif‘d since?
lenses deseribed In this sceilon unleds neccs- Young Americans continuc to blee
gary to prevent ol leakege, not otherwise and dia, And their saerifice is made ol

contained, and where no othier methods are
feosille, Lefore vny suel platforms ara au-
thorized, the .,vc1cw13 shall comply with
‘01:11111-31119’1‘;" of secticnn § of this Acth.
.g:-crctm‘y .shall provide for end
1y removal of pll platfonns
ames Qescritmd i this ssctlen  the rick
he' {inds that they con he replaced by War goos on,
hrx’ex\.nt 2r drilld or Apro;_h'c‘f}on -_units Tiundreds of Amer
v,h.cl‘l ecoraply with seetlon b5 subsection ju cnemy prison ca: ps
s Act. *  of release. “Vietnamniza L
(c.) At such thme as the Sceratery dabor-
nines that no further dvilling ot production -
3 cqmr d in lezses P-G220 aud P-024i1 to ) h e iy -5
prevent or minimize oft spillage, leaks, or 111 Prisons into tiwe indsfinite
other pollution, he shall raport such fact administration deplore

266%‘7%3704 CIA- RDP80 01601’11660?61)6‘%()

“thot
cause thab

the mocre einful hy the knowleds
it will aticet neot at '111 tuo
“demnands it

Cradual wit-hch'a\\-'als of U.S. forezs
have continued, with cach step ralsing
to theose who nust remain as the
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-States intelligence operalions
include the sending of armed
Laotian reconnaissance teams
into China {roim northern
Laos, sourccs here say. Teams
srre reported to have gone as
far as 200 miles into China,
dispaiched from a sccret CIA
outpost 15 minutes’ flying
time north of the Laotian
opium center at Houei Sal.

. Aceording to sources close
.to  the Central Intelligence
Agency, and confirmed by

"« Western diplomatic sourées in

N

Vientiane, the CIA is sending,
cout hill tribesmien armied with,

American weapons, a three-
pound radio with a.range of
400 1miles and eguipment tfo
tap Chincse telegraph lines,
watch roads  and do other
types of intelligence .gather-
ing. . . ‘ .
“There is always a fcam in
China,”" sources close to the
CIA said.

Staging area for the opera
tion is 2 small mountain valley
alrstrip called Nam Lieu (also
known as Nam Yu)..The strip,
which one Air Awmericen pilot
describes as “difficult as hell

to get into,” is surrounded by,

mountains. It is serviced by
both Air America and Conti-
nental Air Service, and is also
a way-station for opium trad-
ers from northern Laos and
- Burma en route to drug facto-
ries at Youei Sal. >
During. 1968, five Chinese
Afunctionaries caught up in
- the purges of the Cullural
Revolution defected to a Nam
Lieu reconnaissance ‘team.
They were treated well by the
Armcricans for a time but
eventually were turned over
{o the Royal Laotian. govern-
. ment.
. According to scurces closc
io the CIA, the five were
dthrown into a 12 by 12 by 12
. foot pit exposed to the cle-

exccuted,

97‘1, D]‘s.p;\@,ch News Sorvice International
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T.ike most CIA operations in
T.aos, the one out of Nam Licu
is dirccted from a headquar-
ters at Udorn air base- in
northeastern Thailand. There
are several Americans at
Nam Tdeu, including CIA
and military intelligence per\
sonnel. Sources. close to the
CIA report the number has
jnereased recently from four
to more than 10.

In addition to activities in-
side China, the Nam Lieu
Americans also help dircctl a
joint opcration of *SGUY (spe-
cial guerrilla units) and -the
Thai- army at Xieng Lom
south of Ilouei Sai on "the
Lao-Thai border. They ealso
run intelligence-gathering mis-
sions on a road being buill
by the Chinese government
(under an agreement reached
with the now-defunct coali-
tion government of J.208) in
ihe same vicinity. :

Until mid-September of last
-year, the Nam Licu operalion
.was headed by a rough-and-

L

3

PRTa

when he visited La
fall. Helms was, quite upsct

that ihere might be a leak

‘within the CIA in Laos,

sources close to ihe CIA re-

port. BT
Whether by design.or coinci-

dence; ~ Vince. Shields, in

charge (of CIA operalions al

.Long Cheng on the edde of
“the Plain of Jars vorth of Vi-
-entliane, and Patrick Devlin,
station chief for the CIA in Vi
-entianc, have both been trans-
ferred. . : i

As for the mission Into
“hina, sources close to the
CIA and Western diplomalic
sotirces bhoth report that o
their knowledge the missions
are continuing. .
- 8ince leaving Nam Lien,
Poe has spent most of his time
at Udorn  air base, although
one source reported that Poe
continued to do “odd jobs” on
the Thai-Cambodian border.
Those who know himn say he is
unhappy away Hrom Nam
Liecu. .

Poe is an ex-Marine noncom-
missioned oificer, wounded at
Iwo Jima, who remained in
Asia after World War 1I. In
the 19505 he helped organize
CIAsrained = Tibefan . insur-
gents, escorting them {0 Colo-
rado for f{raining and going
back with them into Tibet.

Later he worked in the

jzor named Anthony “TonyX
" Poe. Poe is a legendary figure
in Lacs known best for his dis-
like of journalists, disregard
for orders and radio codes, ca-
pacity for Lao whiskey and ex-
pertise at clandestine guerrilla
operations,

Poe was removed almost in-

tunmble veteran guerrilla organ-

mediately after an article last;

Thai-Cambodian border area
with the XKhmer Serai, anti-Si-
hanouk guerrillas receiving as-
sistance f{rom the CIA, and
other parts of Thailand. He
has been in and ouf of Laos
since bafora the Geneva Ac-
cords of 1632 aud was onz of
the first Americans involved
1in arming and training para-
;military groups in Laos.

Poe is considered stubborn

i

menis. ThsAp-pmvedl@Ql Release 2001 f@?ﬁgﬂ- c];i

Service International on the inte fits of anger over the

bly because the article “blew slde world. He is said to pre-
his  cover.” According to-fer working with hill tfribes to

cver, this reason was @n ex- looks down on most. American.
cuse used by the American, operatiens because of their
embassy here to get'rid of healy reliance on American
Poe, whose style has been a’ personmnel. :

source of longterm friction = He has been wounded at
with members of the Amerls least once during his carcer in
can mission in Laos inctuding Laos, and reportedly a price

September by Dispatch News and brusque, sometimes goingl

Nam Licu operations, ostensi- radio, his lifeline with the out- N

sources close Lo the CIA, how- working with Americans and)

Ambassador MeMurtrie God- has been put on his head by
ley. : the Pathiet Lao. e is perhaps
The September story was re-[ihe only Awerican legally mar-

CIA Direcior Ricnard
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'Us. Trains
Cwmh@dluﬁs
Elsewhere

N . Defense -
‘elals_yesterday confirmed re-
ports that U.S. Special Forces
were being used to help train
Cambodian cadres at bases in
.Thailand and South Vietnam.

 Pentagon spokesman Jerry
W. Friedheim said he was “not
-aware of any plans” for a simi-
lar U.S, military {raining pro-
gram to be carried on inside
;Cambodia But he said such a
.move was not prolublted, in
the Pentagon’s vicew, by Con-
g1e<51ona1 leglclauon barring
American  ground
troogs or advisers from Cam

odia.

Friedheim emphasized that
“ithe Green Beret role was to
fhelp prepare Cambodians to
tram their own {fledgling
‘army, rather than to accomr
gany the Cambodians in com-
at.. -
. ~Nevertheless, Friedheim’s
‘remarks added still another
category of U.S. military in-
volvement in -Cambodian af-
Jfalrs  which the Pentagon
views as legal under the Con-
gressional restrictions.

Air Aclivities

At a Pentagon press confer-

“ence last Wednesday, Defense
Sccretary. Melvin R. ‘Laird
took the wraps off the use of
virtually all types of American
alr power in Cambodia and
said the Congressional restric-
tion did not prohibit sending
in such other non- combat
units as communications cen-
‘ters, ficld hospitals or search
‘and rescuc teams.

Friedheim, yesterday, said
American trainers, as distin-
guished from advisers, would
fall into that same noncombat
category, though he siressed
*there was no intention or rec-
ommendation” to set up train-
ing programs inside Cam-
bodia.

He also said the United
States was trying to get South
Vietnam and Thailand to take
over as much of the training
as possible.

Military spokesmen said the,
training was being done out-
side Cambodia to avoid the ap-
‘pearance of any large-scale
‘U.S. ground combat involve-
ment, and also because bases
'wcre already set up in neigh-

Appr VEf F8F Release 20
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Friedheim indicated the
Hraining had heen going on for
several months and was part|
of the U.S. mililary assistance
!pro;,xam .

U.S. Monitors .

Referring to delivery of
‘American military equipment
directly to the Cambodians,
Friedheim said he “couldn’t
foreclose the possibility” that
some U.S. embassy personnel
in Phnom Penh assigned to .
monitor the aid effort might
have to point out “where the
on-and-off buttons are.”

UPL, citing U.S. military
sources, reported from Saigon
~yesterday that the Green Be-
rets were training 2,100 Cam-
bodians in guerrilla tactics at
bases in Thailand, South Viet--
nam and Laos for use against,
Communist supply lines in

| northeast Cambodia,

The operation, these sources
said, are being patterned after
those of a 25,000-man guerrilla
army that the CIA has re-
cruited, financed, armed and’
opmated in Laos for several
years. . ;

UPI reported that the
United States is planning to
drop teams of Cambodians
into the underpopulated
northeast, where Comiunist
supply lines running info
South Vietnain are vulnerable
to hit-and-run attacks.

b1103[04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700020001-5
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o By "A;‘.IMY ARRLCI\LE
. Speeinl to The Star

PS 22, Lgos — American
‘ground operations against the
Ho Chi Minh trail have been
“severely disrupted” hy
North Vielnamese . assaulis
b.against this heavily guarde 1l
anstxm saurees 10*)01&&

" PS 22 and its sattclile slrins,
PS 3 and PS 4, are on lhe ca\t
" edge of the Bolo\ens platea
.in somhem L.a0s, 5 miles Lom
thc netvork of Communist
reinforcement and su p ply
routes to Cambodia and South
Vietnam Enown as the Ho Cm
Mmh '1‘1 ail.

o anfuut B2 tergets

* For years, PS 22 has bee
the homec of men of
Speeial Guerrilla Unit the 16th
Guerrilla Batflalion and their
American commanders, a
handful of military men work-
ing for the Centr al’ mtﬂlhgence
Agency.

These units, mostly com-
posed of Lao hillmen- with™ a
feww Thais, total about 90
men. They have been responsi-
ble for harassment raids and
pln,)om ing hzgobs f01 U.s.

.

-Air Force Bs2

the I‘nst-

“Ho

W T LT ey
N Vit

RS

_ strikes on the
south half of the Ho Chi Minh
Trail designated by the CIA as
guerrilla zone number one.

Now the guerrillas and their
U.S. commanders have had to
be replaced by Lao regular
troops.

The guerrillas are “demor-
alized and disorganized,” said
a Lao military ofiicial.

Sent fo Mountains

The guerri]laé have bheen
senl to Datheng Mountain near
tha Bolovens town of Pa.\ Song
for reorganization, including
strengthcning by Thai <pr,c1a1

rees ang seme Cambedians
force secme Caraboed

newly sent to Laos and re-
training by Thai advizers.

Tvasy
Vv .L-.- [

.

air sirips south of hele, num-

- bers 33, 166 and 172.

Twenly-nine guerrillag were

killed and 65 seriously vound-
- diens and Lao alike. :
jntelligence has’.
been deprived of its cyes on

ed berc in December, This,

combined with the hight to‘al .
of guerrilla deaths in actions
throughout the platcau and
continued enerny rockel at-

tacks, has drvive the guerrillas

- away, the Lo say.

Now ahvm 1,000 Lnolrconl

troops are digging in here un-

dor sporacic’ rocket allack,
Rolls of barbed wire are
being sirung arourd the air
strip, foxholes arc being con-
structed, claymore mines are
eing 12id and machineguns

: s'eL up while armored cars are

i flown in to pr ovme 3001[10!"&1

* firepewer.

!

Few guerrilla {eains are still -

LY
u.{'

Srstead of prowling the -

&t

i teau. His {rocps are not in-
- volved in operations on the
trails, ' :

Chi Afinh Trail ccmp]eh,

and seeking North Vieinamese

concentraticns  heading  for
Cambedia, they are scourirg
the Bolevens for large North
Vietnamese units whese tar-
gets are this air strip and Pak
song.
hanms troops already have
knect Red cutthu A’nonc?n-'un

Cair

Col I\hampﬂn the govern-
ment comraander here, says
his instructions are to do
PS 22 because the Lao govern-

ment is determined tu retain -
this last feothold on tha east-.

ern edge cf the Bolovens pla-

Obscrvalion Lost
Site 3, a tiny air str 1pl€00
feet h'f'hCI on the hill above
{he plew'\u in a stand of p‘nc
trees s <fon by the colonel &
his key defense posmon ‘]’31&
The sxte provides a resting
place for American fo_r\md
controtors dodging anti-
aireraft fire donﬁ the Skl hong
Valley L B

fend -

The collapse of the guerril-
las here at Sile 22 i3 uudoubt-
edly hav nigdire conscquen-

ces for Awericans, Cainbo-

American
this part of Lhe {rail.

now move supplies and rein-
forcements info Cambedia al-
most at will,

The Lao government,
cording fo the Lao military,
has been forced to commit its

fense 'of the Bolovens.

The fall of PS 22,
presently  exiremely
would see ihis reserve force
cut off a long way from help
and possibly Jead fo the fall of
the Bolovens town of Pak Song
resulting in the North Viet-
namese completely {aking
“over the Bolovens for a new
sanctuary against Cambedian
! and South Vietnam,

which is

hnider any South Viem:meoa
drive into south Laos to srmm
the trail area.
_ This resulis {rom the fallme
of the Cealral Inlelligence
Agency operalion, a failure for
vhich” the Americans {hem-
sclves must take Lhe blame.
American commeanders on
the Bolovens failed to follow
one of the first principles of
guerrilla warfare — to hide
your base and.to berea .J to
move elsewhere quickly il dis-
covered.
Instead they bascd onlarge
- elv slrips that were casy for
the North Vieclnguese to fu.d
-'and attack,

Instead of ma}\mg air mop> '

Yto supply guerrillas in the jun-
[ gle, bascs such as PS 22 were

o wsed to stocl cpile- munitions

-7

pand supplies,
¥ Now the North Vlcmmnf:~
have overrim most of the bas-
eo and the guerrilla opumuon
has been smasmd

. " Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700020001-5

Such a move would severely

The North Victnamese can

FIC
last reserves to a fixed de- a

likely, -
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By b\.AvAAtvt\l u VJ ' v
A, US. sn-cretary of defense dogs.naf visit Indochina for
- ’ plcasu:e or a picnic. Defense Secretary Melvin R. Laird went to
» Indochina last week because
“Victnamization” and U.S. policies in Ca nbodia and Laos,
Coatrary to the official optimism about, “Vieinamization” and
othe; U.S. operations, the picture in Indochina has never been
gloomicr -for Washington. In essence, this is the situation
- confronting the Nixon administration: .
“Vietnamization” is more than a failure; it is now being
understood in the U.S. for what it is: merely a word to ‘deceive
-Americans into belicving that the adminisiration was withdrawing
gnd’ disengaging from Vietnam, To make the deception credible,
+it was necessary to withdraw some U.S. troops from V:ctnam.
“Now the day of reckoning has wrived, Although trodp
* Withdra wrals to date have b»cn compeansated by stepped-up air
!attagks, the pomt is approaching when firther troop withdrawals
“will se lously impair U.S. ability to keep the pupp u. regimes in
" Saigon, ff"hnom Penh and Vientiane from col.npsm Furthermore,
U.S. scnators and representatives are finally s\lymg o')cnly umt
.. they 'uiderstand Vietnamization means a prolonged, il not
‘-]'i'rxdcfinltc war in Indochina. This point vas specifically stated by
'senators of . the Forejgn Relations Committec interrogating
Secrct‘.ry of State William P. Rogers and Defense Secretary Laird
“on Dec. 10 and 11, 1970. Neither of the two cabinet members
' ", could axfxrm that thc U.S. would completely withdraw {rom
N lnao\,hna o i

Psor'c:r:,

i

CoU ‘qt in t:-u rx:’f .

-“The smmtmn confronting the U.S. is particularly -acute

'1ﬁ Ca mban The adminisiration’s difficulties were exposed

, 'clcarly during the Foreizn Relations Committce hearing., The

s”natorc asked several times: how could the administration say
ithat widening the war into Cambodia was a step toward peace?

.Rogexs squirmed and engaged in subterfise, only to mire himself

*decper in his own contradictions, The adminisiration’s spokesman

claimed that the Cambodizn invasion 2nd subsequent U.S.-

*ssonsored operations in Cambodia were a umﬂ' “Vietnamization”

‘and saving U.S. lives in Vietnam, and thvs it was necessary to

pour huridreds of millions of dollar> intc Cambodia 50 that more

A’sx ns could fight to save moae“A'ncuc:m lives, The true picturc

is quite differcnt. el . .

'~ Perhaps the administration once believed. it could make
Cambodn into 2 U.S. bastion for isolatinz the resisiance in South
“Vietnam. But thet strateay failed 4 v"ng the U.S. invasion of
CambOu last May and June. Not only has Cambodia failed to

ccomne a U.S. bastion but the Lon No reg ime instailed by the
CIA has becn on the brm of ruhh“y lapss since U.S. troops
1ext dcs‘n*e continuing intervention by Saizon and Thal forces
anJ lnge-fcak: U.S. dir attacks.. One. of Laird’s main purposes in
‘going to Indochina was to fmd a way to avoid a fxm.l c’ebacle in

S~ Cambodia, L . :

‘-;_,)--' U.S. intervention i m Ca mbodxa had noh::'f to do with s avm
"U.S. lives id Vietnam. The reason for lowercd U.S, casugltiss is

simply a consequence of deliberately minim janw U.S. ground.

.commbat opsfations in Vietnan. r at least gix t
have been_: Appr%@d% nﬁ&leﬁsg Q:Qd'mm

1
1
col

of the;;sesious. crjses confronting .

~ STATINTL

1/, tais policy. was inau guralcd to apsedse uublic o»inion
generate
antiwar sentiment. Now it is a serious question whether tuv U.s.
Ay in Vicinam itself is an effective fighting ixstrument. It is no
e: azzeration - to say that the situation bo‘\.c:s on mutiny, as
“aftested by 1o pons in Newsweek, Llh tne Weshin: ston Past and
"0 aer publications. | -

In Laos, the U.S »sponso ed mercenaries we'e unzble to mount
aly mgmflcam operation during the 1970-71 c.ry season, The U.S,
a1 swer was (o attempt-to fmd a solution In air attzcks of

u precendented intensity” since autumn, but with negligible

s

in tl.e U.S., since cesuzlty -and death tolls have served to

1¢ sults, R S !

~

New U.S. strategy : . , ‘
Before and during Laird’s visit ‘to Indoch a, the new U.S.
megy bu.,ah to emerge. Bombings of the Democratic Republic

0. Victnam zre again being  utilized to . slvage a rapidly

deteriorating U.S. posture. Vashington’s scenario appears o be

slizhtly different from that.of the Johnsca sdministiztion. The
reids first beain dramatica Ily in Novermber (actuclly there were

earlier U.S. attacKs on'a smaller qcalc), appareartly in a final bid to

intimidate the North, to demonstrate U.S. will and to give IHanoi
a chance to smrenc_‘cr before more systematic attacks get
underway. - .

Theése attacks arc now bcgmnm" on a reﬂular basis and thc
administration probably is deluding itself, into believing it has
gained acquies¢ence of U.S. and world opinion for its “protective
reaction strikes.” Undoubtedly larger-scale attacks are in the
offing before long, because the present level of attacks does not
provide much military advantage and the Pentagon still believes
that massive attacks against the North can produce results.

Apparen_tiy, the, White House is operating under greater
illusions than durmﬂ the Johnson adminisiration., When the
preceding a@ministration began its astial atia rcks, the North®s air
defenses were in a rclahvdy rudimentary state. N ow the North’s
acrial defense network is the best that has ever been utilized in
combat and, even more important, the people of the North are
mobilized and ful lly prepared to defend themselves. Haying been
tested by the previous raids, they can be certain of the outcome
of the new attacks. i
{  The administzation secms to be contemnlatmb mtens 1cd °1r'
‘attacks in the South as well, thus bclylho the administration’s
clairas of success in pamfxcatlon Writing in the Jan. 16 Y
Washington Post, Murrey Marder reports: .

“A plan to shift large numbers of South Vietnamese cmhans
from the rugged, northern section of the country to the fertile:
delta area is bc.“g drafted in Saigon, U.S. officials confirmed -
yesterday. ... The intended project, sml in.a formative stage,”
continucd "Marder, “is currently desiznated as the South

is
VlCt"lambSC Land Developmcnt and Houou a-Building program.”

‘Genocida !Wncme
An effort .is being made to pretend that this.is a Saigon
project. More likely it is the latest CIA-invented “pacificatio

v

scheme. Conceivably it could involve the. forced movement of as

mcrlmR@ma-ﬁmsemsamsomomaoonassxmmd Jan,
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: Presulent Nixon may be wmdmg dO\m
‘:'the war in South Vietnam,.but he is cle*uly

"‘wmdmg it up in Laos. The U. 8. is now coi- -

- ducting one of its most intensive aerial cam-
paigns of the war in Laos, involving B 52

-Aand reconnaissance aireraft.

‘the days- when the, CIA was basically in
. charge of Laos air. supporf’operatlons essen-
f'tlally involving ‘the fer rying of Laotian
-troops. The CIA’s operation was dlS”’UlSBd
under a vaviely of civilian names.

' Acfually, U. S. air forces have been sup-
‘porting Laotian tloops for some time now.
“The U. S. Command has announced that 13

“helicopters have been lost over Laos since

last March 10, when it began reporting air
craft losses there. Now losses can be ex-
- pected to mount because the U. S. is using

.

‘rocket-firing helicopters in mrect support of

‘Laotian ground troops.

wees. always, the new action is being justi-

.
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" hombers, tactical fighter borabers, gunships,

+This represents a marked change fmm:

|
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fJOd on the gr ounds of tn'mv to prevent sup
plies moving dowi. the' ‘o Chi’ Mirh. trail: -
This is aiso the mt'onale for tne use of air

"otxpport in Cambodla In adr’uhon Defense
chpaltment &nohesman hav Lonceded that

Amerjcan air crews; in addition * to-flying

South Viethzmese into battle:in Canbodxa,:

might leave thelr axrcmﬁ while “on the

~ground in the course of moving supphes or
troops to support Qouth Vletnames'—\ {orcesl

there.

While the masme air att {C]\S m LmsE
may slow down the Communist: troops thele ;
was no evidence provided ‘in. Vietnam -~

even when American air activity was at its

_peak — that U. S. air force efforts were able

to successfully mtcrdxct the supply routes.

_And there is simply no_ question that the

President has now. once again expanded the
war in Southeast Asia. If there was an;y’thmv
to be gained by this further expenditure of

- lives and money, t}*erc w ould be some pomt
tofcan T Y
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SR e . .. _tinued withdrawal of our

|- . Dy C“;\n;w W. BALEY “accounts from Saigen is the 507 troeps and the spo Ldy ro-

' Chist of The Minnsapolis Tribune ‘ calied panhandle, through whiich' turn of our 1,” oners.”
T Washington Buyenu the Norlh Victpamese move troop Mondzale added that “we

T ‘ S . Cyeinforcemeits and supplies for have seen in the past the ~

v \V[‘;_FQI’H}\IGIC‘)N, D.Co-- I‘llf"’f‘ bettleno‘x(‘ “in botli South Viat- davaers of such furtive in-

© than 1 0'“0 Thai troops, opcraiing volvement,” and asked

T with “substdntinl? U.S. support, _nam and Cambodia; iMr, Nixon f((n* “ci:{rjf\ica

© " haye been sent into comabat in U.S. officials here nd g o hese reporia?

I
i
'z

~oued. withdrawal of U.S.

. m%»—

1
* S tma e i

s - i

__'___’____._-—-——" -

southiern Laos, Sen. Walter T
Mondale said Wednesday. ;
The I\’Imnuota Domecrat said |
“that such ( development, which
would marlk thc fnqL use cf Thai
troops in fighting along the stra-

tegic Commumsf; su.)nlj lineg in

- Laos, “catrics the risk of growing
Amcncan enbroilment” "nJ could

con[m-
Ltroops
Jrom Vlelmm N
Ina ter 10 TJM;(’PNL Nixon
askinf' fol selarification,” Mon-
dale said he had received “spo-
cific information” that:

U.S. Central ntelligence Agen- |
cy ((,If\) and mijlitary 1)31.;0111‘31

. 3eo'vatdi7c hopes Tor the

have Dbeen” training Thai and-
. Cambodian units to “supplement .

b 3
Laotian forces for a suslained

nulti-battal lion, operatmn in
southern Laos! .

S ¢gaveral Thal batlalions, num- )
. bering more than a thousand 1
" Tien, recently went into action in
"Laos with substantial U.S, Logis-
tical support - and that Ciam-
bodian umu. Lave }». cir trained tn
join them.” . '

. fhese opeeatioas 'E.re part of a
. wsteadily mounting escalation in
"the area,” boginning last August
with a “}9 hattdhon Lao opera-

tion supperted ty the CIA and’

Awmerican roilitary.” .
Mondale’s statemnenl came as
news reporls from South Viet-
name officia g in Saigon as say-
“ing that U.S, Army, Air Force
"mu Marine | lmhcm or

“have Pbeen flying combat mis ssions
- in soxlthczln Leos in dirvect support
of ground troops there.
,  The Saigon reporls
© the troops
Lactians.
: 'Ihc atea of La

boih ARRIOYEC

'

mvclvc

c'un';hips

identified
being supportcd as’

Jin “mr»on Jhave reporied
m recent weeks that the
lcv_d of Communist (raf-
~fic - both men and sup-
plies—-along the Ho Chi
Minh Trail in the panhan-

His allegations seccem
certain to add new fuel {o
alrcady growing congres-
sionzl concern that U.S.
involvement in Cembodia

end Lao 50
dle has risen markedly Laos could “, to &’
N soo o point where it might 1’01M
since the end of the rainy "0 o a2 tem 1
 SCASON. ) ast a po; ary halt

) . in U.S. troop with 'ha\va{»‘
~Achigh White House of- from Vi ‘\lna}m
{;lcr{:’;llpiglla lrzt r;}pmh Utllat Jm reeent weiks and,
{rail had 10 m} e on “i lays, U.S! military spokes-
-trall had rvisen sharply and iy have and in Saigon
vas about the sam2 as i pave yovealos Tovpon ot
fale 1938 and carly 1059 wve reveaiod a shorpin-
i aby crease  in American  air
before the last major .
orie o tom Iu t activiticz over
SCommuinial etiacl on ( 1 1205 Fhe
bO‘th v 1~tm«m SN0 and L A0, ‘J ne
. U.S. commangd in’ Saigon
American of! ficials have id Tueeday  {hat 1
said the 1oy SRIC ucgday  {hut
1 ].)_ alre mnsure LJ e N“V . } Hl Sy rae
whether the Conununidts 52700 ' 5rfl‘,.mo‘.,‘?l cat-
are planning lo use: the Ficrs 2re off tne Cambodi-
new men and material in @ coest and the helicop-
! 3 e oy
‘Cambodia or in South 8BS are providing both
troop airlift and combat

Victnam,. :
The developments  al- fire- support in that coui-
try. :

d by Mondale would .
n addition,

cate a major sctup in
4 combat OI)Ci‘a'iOn" bOI‘HbCX’S have 51(‘1."’;.XQ(1 up
cuthern Laos, In the atlacks en the Taotian
only Jaolizn (“—‘5’13-“ <r(“li0n:<_‘ u_f tha Jio Chi
ed and supporied Minh Trail, and
ClA--have boop from Saigon have iadical-
: tu altank the Com- ¢d a substantial increase
rist supply lines, -No I Laotion operations by
Vietnam-based  irregular

@i troops have heen in-
trediced into the panhan- Bhits trained and zdvised

¥

u.s.

dle arca until now. by U.5. Special Torces
*Mondale said that “if 11O0paLs.
3 these deyelop- , Congressioral  special-

jsts  suid 5@5”‘:‘0.0 that
the Kind of opzerations out-
lincd by Mondale ‘would
require substantial U.S. lo-
gristical support by planes
and helicopters, sitice nei-
ther Thai-nor Lao forces
of the kind involved are
Ginetescalation by the cu- 8¢ l-supporting in’ either
ia res pul}\}“ or i an- <unplies or transport,

jon. ' -l '.

said It “woula cer-

ments could have the most
serious inplications, A
ew underiaking of U;ri;
]\ nel carriey the rist of
growing American. mili-
tary- embroilment in sup-
p'\ L of the action, as well
the provocation of

G

man Rﬁi&ase 200’@?0370%"@ A RDP80 01601R000700020001-5

Mg prospe

n~ ot mtccl pcace, the con-

- N

twc;\

-BE2

reports .

¥
§
i
|4
k.

the sy

Thus :
said, U. °> planes would b

required to feity <upp‘in-
and men o central staging
arcas in Laos, while lxdi-
coplers wovld be ne edod

to carry materiel to sm: a‘!
er wnifs deployed in theg/

txdll area. g L
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Laoe-—US gxomd and air in-
ivolvement in the.Laos war is
dmmedia tely - obvious in. this
‘dusfy position near the Plain of
Jal,s on the Laos fr ontier,

f>In d 10-fool deep bunker hous-
ing. radios, “the air is full of
[Amel ican voices: “Cllf‘n"t call-
Iz Papaya,” “Come in Tuly,
thls s‘J‘.c}labmt » :

“(,11" rel,? Shich coordinates
the “chatter, is one of the U.S.
Air Force Ci3s cramined with
radio equipment, which hover
day and night over governinent
posttions “around the rim of the
}Iaum held Plaln. ]

Tr amed inU.S.

’ “P"Lpay » Lulu” and “J']ck-
rdbblt” refer to govern-
ment poahons where secret
army units of Meo Gen. Varg
Pao and his U.S. advisers are
based. The Lao mililary says
these places lnv “Arperican
commando leaders.’
- Lacs  says _US

BRI
IS TTEONRS
/\\An i A

‘lfadels are based at Pak IxHO, a
12,000-foot airstrip 3,800 feet high

|were trained ‘at Ft

i ‘ /

i e \ 2 {
1 the Air Oves
nist .50 calibar guns retum thn scaltered mound the 'mxtup A
fire. Neutralist troops here nolforklift belonging to the U.S. Re- |
,l)fmser wear French camouflage. [ quirements Office sils ou rim- :
They all are re- equmped With |jess wheels. The rubber tives.
U. S uniforms. : . i
E |have been taken by North \1el,-
Fquvmed b)’US namese . who have overrun

To cook their - Thai rations|Muong Soul twice. They' ll be .
and gain’ warmth against the usﬂd 1o make shoes.” T - »EA
cold night mist, they huddle Co e

around fires bLulL from U.S. an-
n.uunm” cases while overhead

A
¥
k]
i

in mountains southeast of aCIA
base at Long Chien. A Med
tribesman ounwtm here speaks
good hnghsh He says he and
{wo licutenants at Muong Soul
Benning

in Georgia.

The radio net here QAth{db to
Long Chien and Tudorn in
Northeast Thailand, The war in
Northeast T.zes is directed from | U.S. jels move on clectronie re-
these bases, Laos says. J{connaissance. The most poi-

Daily the air around Muong|gnant reminder of the U.S. pres-
Soui is full of American aireralt, [ence, howéver, is the places at
Some ave tiransports ferrying MUO']U Soui where American qOI—
troops to mew positions and oth- diers hd\’C heen killed. :
ers arc forw am air controllers| Oply a stone platfo ‘™ 1cmams
séarching for enemy posmons of ‘the quarters where U.S.
South of I\Iuo“g Soul reporters|Army Capt. Joseph Bush was
saw U.S. Skyraiders hammering [killed by Hanoi contmandos in,
Communist positions on stccp 1659, Near the alrstrip is the’
jungle-clothed ridges around a|nose of a U.S. helicopter shot
Meo position at Ban Na. down by Communist gunners,

At night U.S. gunships and| ' Lasl week another American
C1343 attack - Comrmunist con-|was wounded. here when Com-
yoys moving supplies for a new [munist gunners hit his helicopter
offensive agam»t lhe Long Chlnn delivering ammunition to aI.ao
base. hilitop posmon

“commando

Once reporters saw Commu- Develict U.S. emnpmcat is
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IMAGINE, if you can, hill tribesmen from
o+ South-America, armed with Russian weap-
. » © A . 1
" ens, Jongrange radio and dispatched from o

secret enemy intelligence oulpost, probing as
7. deep as 200 miles into the Uniled Statos. .

Tard {o beligve., R : ]
* Rather unlikely with the repuled capability  © . .
of spy-in-the sky satellites circling the carth.
i The salcllitc spies are certainly less offensive,
-7 Now comes a surprise. L
‘Reporler Michael Morrow, in a-copyrighted .
report for Dispalch News Servico Interna- )
. lional, distributed by the Los Angeles Times- .
- Washington Pest Service, says (hat such is the ¢
nature of U.S. inellignnee operations launched
- from Nerthern Laos into China. Pt
According fo seurces close 1o the Central »

Infelligence Agency and confirmed by Western

diplematic sources in Vientianz, Laos, says

. Morrow, hill {ribesmen armed with American

weapons are operating in China, apping

Chinese telegraph lines, watching toads and

wtoing other types of intelligence gathering. |~

" “There iz always a team in China,” a /
. . source close to the CIA told Morrow,

"This may give s

2 in America a greater
fecling of security. But, under close serutiny,
it can be viewed as an eeessary risk and
& dangerously provocative aci. There  are
other more sophisticated ways ol iniclligence.

© gathering that can serve Ameriean necas with-
out endangering offorts to open Western politi-
cal and cconornic ties with China. - .

- The time has come whey the world's most .
pepulous natien, and most dangecnus emerging .
- nuclear power, can no longer be ignored and. -
- callously provoked, S P
‘A good place for Washinglon 1o beginisto

: work for admission of Peking in the United Na. -
- tlops and to call off thea U.S.-backed armed in. -
* telligence probe within Chinese borders, if

i Such reports are accurate, v S
S I'f they are nat accurate, the American pub- .
«‘lie should be so informed. , ‘
R Incrcasi.-ng concern over the extent of h]d.i- : L w2
Jeet American military involvement in Asia ' '
emands it, o P

- S
i
EI N s e

A\
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“ent enlarged embassy

‘and U.S, ofiicials say

] kcep any increase in per
_le‘l(\! 1 —

“elelizing

|

T"‘@

nehes

L\

135 Dwicl' atherland
"~ Special cor rc:pouc’ent of
The Clmstmn Science Novutor !

leom Pm..x. Ca n*bo .n

Umted Stfucs 11\\01\0mem in C'm*brdm
has reached the point where it would be ab-
surd any longer to sueuk of it as ”low pro-
ﬂle ” - Py

But it would bc eoually absurd at this
stage_to suggest that the United States s

“edging toward mythinﬂ like another Viet-

.

nam, or even another Laos.- |
“At* the U.S. mnba%) heve, there is an

‘obvious efiort to avoid the mistakes of Viet-

nara, to lirait the U.S. presence, and to make
sure Ameripans_'do not start doing what

~Cambodians can do for th» mselves. This is
. what the “Nixon doctrine”
all about.

is supposead to be

The embassy has a stafl of abom 70 Amex-

“feans, housed in a four-story apartment

building on one of Phnom Penh's tree lined

boulevards. This is a far cvy from a year
.and a half ago when the United olatus: re-

r‘ne\"ed relations with Cambodia and set up
»a small embassy staff in a cramped former

seivants’ quarters attached to .a modest
house rented by the chargé d'affaires. The

-embessy’s profile was so low then many of
_the c1t) s pncmab drivers’ md trouble find-

ing’it.

- But as one ofiicial descrives it; the pres-
stalf is “_stlll smaller
than our mibsion in Guatemala not much
larger than ann and per qﬁps the size of
Kuala Lumpur.” |

Congress has appmved S) mllhon in
mlhlar) and economic aid to Cambodia,
additional personnel
will be needed to help administer the ex-
panded aid program. But they say they still
hope to keep thc total staff here below the
100 mark.

*“We can't b‘. Iow plOlﬂ.G he1e,” said the

U.S, Ambassador to Cambodia, Emory C.,

Swank, an cxpert on the Soviet Union-and

- America’s first ambassador to IJhnom Dcn‘n
n five years,

“It has to be at ICubt a medium ploﬁle,
he mkd, in an interview, “We do have.an
important role here, . But we hope to
.mol to a modest

Ambassador S'."mk'swxd it was uop

that oAxly ﬁ@éﬂéﬁ ﬁgr R.é;l%#%éjvz

to be bxought in to supervise the proj cctcd

-econemic-aid vrogram,

TRy @aATTeIY VAT
R S’. TSP IFY 'w.'n
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'I’he Tﬂl]ltdly- id plO ram is x.c'lminist.erod
by the emboasy six-man po! Mtical mili-
fary section, with backstopping from Saizon,
Possibly fcur more pzarsons are {o be added
to this scction fo meet the, expanded work
Yoad, the Ambassador s_:ud.

']’ro“ram limited

{But hg said there is no intention at this
time of establiohing a full fledged U.S.
economic-aid mission with aid techmuan:
such as exists in Vielnam, o a U, S military
dsslbtanc‘, group with rmhtdy dvisers as
as been the p10fc.4me ina m'mbox of othex
countrles
“There are llJEVItdbl“‘ pussm(* to add to
your staff when you have aid programs and
must be accountable 4o Co'wwsq 10r them M
sald Mr. Swank.
) “T}me is also zn meutab]n tcmptat:on to
take things over,” thn Ambassador said.
“Americans ave \«Cly finpatient,

“But I hopc we've learned somcmmU in
Viefnam. ... The Cambocmm \\ant to hclp
themselres : .

Of coursc,, the United States is doing a
number of things in Carnbodia that ave co-
ordinated fromn cutside Cambodia_and have
litlle to do wilh thf* embassy ip Phnom
Yenh.

The most mé,nmcont ol tnesu autnmes ars
the air strikes and reconnaissance missions
that U.S. plancs and helicopters are flying in'
suppor{ of the _Cambndiem and the South
Vietnamese operating in Ca mncdm Areri-

can planes also help fly ammunition, weay-.

ons, and other supplies into Phnom Penjy
daily as part of the military aid program. "
During occasional emergencies, Ameri-
can helicop;cn have flown medical evacua-
tion and supply missions for the South Viet-
namese, accommcT to th° U. S command in
S'ugon

. .
Ko sdvigers in. fiel

- Americans are involve d, too in the tram-
ing of Cambodian troops and copler crewves
in %uth Victnam, and there has b en some
secrel training of Cambeos han tloops in
southern Laos.

[As to airlifting South VJetn»mewe 1roops
howéver, Reuter reported a statement Tues-
dav by the U.S. Command:

“““We wish to clarify a statement from thc

Department of Defense that ARVN (Army

of the Republic of Vietnam) troop rein-
forcements have been lifted by U.S. heli-
copters in the Route 4 (Cambeodia) opera-
tion. This has not been done, although it is
within® the guidelines laid down for U.S.
air power to prevent the rec'tabh»hment of
sancluaries in Cambbdia.’] .

But  the embassy in Phinom Penh will
plays a key role by running the military aid
program and will do "the same with eco-
nomic ald once Washington decides what
kind of economic assistance it wants to give.

There aré no U.S. advisers with C'lm-
bodian military units,” and none of the 39-
odd members of the defense atlaché’s ofiice

as an adviser to t mbodians. They are
largely doing what military attachés are

STATINTL
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The increased American invohcmcnt in. Cn?l’l~
,bodla occurred shortly after DCLCHaG Sc c1etaxy
Laird visited the arca, so it can be prcsumeu_
‘hé wes aware of the impending escalation’ if .
he did not order it. But a different impression .
‘was given out after Mr. Laird discussed the
Camboman mtuatlon with U S. cormmnders'

RERTER |]'ﬂ’1f"}!

h..al.;L_u}L; i

in Sajgon. = ¢ oo : .
, -“Last Thuz rsday ihe word Ilom Was mffton.
L .was that Mr, Laird had rejected a 1Lquest by

+the Joint Chicfs of Staff that American trans- -
pozt planes and helicopiers be permitted to

s 'ieuy ammunition and South Vietname ese rein-
Horcements to South Vietnamese forces’ operat-

. ,ing in Cambodia. The Chiefs argued this was
‘not speeifically barred by the Congressional
proseription against the use of American
ground troops, but Mr, Laird said it would .
,,\uolate the spirit if not the letter of the ban,

b But il thé s'nut was willing the flesh, ap-
- {parently, was weak, Eight-jot B-32 ‘bombers
+had ‘been flying support for South meamwp
and Cdmbodmn ground troops and they wer
13011’] d, it was disclosed early in the week, by
) .US helicopler gunships and ships of the U.S,
TSeventh Tleet anchored in the Gulf of Siam.
‘And the Defense Department claimed U.S. air-
‘eraft could pzopcﬂy be used to ferry troops
< o lnto Cambodia, or from one place to another
inside Cambodia.”
' ~ There s no doubt a mffc:cncc between a
" solier walking on the glound and one hover-
‘Ing 50 feet in the air, and when a pilot lands
to pick up or discharge passengers he is still
not on ihe ground, only a few feel from it
Bul this is splitting hairs, and {he question
~ids 5[ the Pentagon can so quickly put aside the
2 spirit of the law, how Jong will it take Jor the
lcltcr lo be abandoned? ~ - . '

01 h.xq i .dlcady bcon “dmndoncd" '1 ho Ax my
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W AR S
C@ EE JLE‘J'\’ Uik

" ds making

Ci%RDP80 016

.

o s '.‘l.

o 'z'?-fvl-— D -'f.;,,, ki
C@ ;u;.;iﬂi.é. *u{,u i@;.;l b

i R
. . .

" mystery of a
phutoﬂlnp wed in Cambodia. How many- more

) mymmy men are lhere? And ‘what bettcr way.

STATINTL

unuozmw Ameucan
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to- counter the evidence of a photograph than to '

pose &. my.ucLy 'cma start an “111\/(‘51,13,2\11011
The pressures rmy increase, ‘at “least untﬂ

.the spring rainy. scason dampens the fighting.
- The Cambodians, praised by Mr.
enthusiasm; are small in number and ineffec- |

tive.

Laird for their

South Vietnamese troops . are providing
the prmcm::l ground opposition 1o ‘the Com-,
munists, bul_even with Amcrican air <uppoxt
they . havc not been able to free the main road
f1om thc scacoast” to_the capital of- I‘lmom
Penh The sxtunhon is so serious that Cambo-
dian. “cxmel Lon.Noll <c1*edmcd 2 tnp to
Sawon i'oL conault‘xllohs

The wo*nsomo zmpcct of’ thc latcsf (‘nmbo-
.. dian escalation s thal it"scems to' refleet a de-
termination hy the military to intomxfy the ©

war . while claiming lo stay, within tho {'m(.c-
Jines laid down six month.s n('o by l’lcsulcnt
Nixon and the restriclions nnposcd by Con-v
gress only last month, When this is coupled
with the reeent revelalion that the Central In- !
101‘1" cnce Agency Jas been sending aymed

China {here is a feeling that the who]o thrust
of Was
Seutheast Asin operation, nol winding: Jt down
as Mr. '
Even it accomphbhcd, p ul]'i'ii i Anjcricnn'
troops oul of Vielnaum (some 248,000 aro ox-
pected to remain there as of May 1) will be
a Iraud if- the war prows el sewhere; angd ‘

an excuse for mamt.nnmrf troops in Vietnam,,
Whai the American people want is the with

) drawal, of their-troops.[rom Indochina, nol new

C.\('ll\vns fUL I\('upmj' ﬂ.om Hn re (fﬂdl('\ﬁl)

a Y

Nixon maintains. v e bes bon T

1

ssance  leams fmmﬁnouhcln Tnm mto

hington s Stll towar doenlarging the -

an
Cdnlensified; war in . Combodia” WQUM 1)1uv1(IL
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S Times-Post’ news .-crvue

. VIENT. ANE, Laos — United Stales
* intelligence

operations include the
sending of armed Laotian rcconnais-
sance leams into China {rom northern
Laos, Tcams are reported to have

ispalched from a secret CIA outpost

15 minutes flying time north of the
. Laotian opium center of Houel Sal.

According to sources close to the
. Central Intdlmence Agency, and con-
‘firmed by ?Vcstun de}nmauc sources
.-in Vientiane,

fone as far as 200 miles into China,
d

weapons, a 3-pound radio with a

range of 400 miles and equipment'to
watch
'roads and do othel typcs of intelli- ¢

lap Chincse felegraph lines,

cgence gathering,
“There is always a team in China,”
according to sources close to the CIA.

STAGING AREA -

3

Staging area for the operation is a
-small, Luntain-valley airstrip called
‘Nam Licu (also known as Nam Yu).

T'he strip, which one ‘Air America

-pilot describes as “difficull as hell to

rgel into,” is surrounded by moun-

lains. It is serviced by both Air Amer-

.ica and Continental Air Service and is

also a way-station for opium traders
Burma cn |

from northern Laos an
route o drug factories at'Houel Sai.

Like most, CIA opcratlans in Laos, ’
‘the one out ‘of Nam Lieu is dn‘ected

{rom -a headguarters at Udorn Air
Base in northeastern Thailand, There
are several Americans at Nam Licu,
however, including CIA and military
intelligence personnel. Source close
to the CI/\ repert the number has in-
-ercaged Iccently from four to more

thav 10. 3
In addition to activities nmdn‘;

Chinga, the Nom Licu Amulcans also,
hcl direct o joint operation f

SGU (special guerilla units) and’
\zﬂw Thai army at \louff Lom south of

ey,

¢

'rilla

the CIA is sending out
‘hill tribesmen armed with Amemccml

P
4

‘Miﬁ)%v%b For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-016

Houm Sai on the LdOT] 1ai 1)01(1(,1'
They also Tun intelligence gathering
missions, on a road being built by the
Chinese government (undcr an agree-
ment rcacned with the now dofumt
coalition government of Laos) in the
same vicinily,

Until mid-Soptember of last year,
the Nam Licu operalion was headed
by a tough-and-lumble veleran guer-
organizer

named  Anthony

STATINTL

(T ony) Poe. Poe is a 1wondarv fmnb;

it Laos known bost for his dislike of

journalists, disregard for orders and
radio cedes, capacify for Lao whisky
and exper tise at Cl:lp(]GStlnL "110111113_

aperations.

Poc was removed almost immedi-
ately after an article last September
on the Nam Lieu operations, oslensi-
bly chau‘;e the article “blew his
cover.”
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“their new home

plaint is that

;?cuml ( cleion
v.\\ab (£t
combat near’ thaiv homes,
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Speeizl to The Star )

P!\i\&\&, Yaos -~ Grouvnd
C()mb,‘t higher ]'\'m'f costa
and poover living conditions
under the Communists provide
fl(QtL st (&R
]M\m thelr homes, refugecs in
southzrn Laos soy.

Although Am(‘l‘l("'n Ah
Im ce bon 1‘)111“ contribn
the docision to leave home
most  villagers in southein
Laos say bombing was not the
final factor which spurred
them to leave their homes,
rice fields and buffalo hords.
- .Most refugees in south Laos

‘are from Saravane and Allo-

peu or villages arvound. these
proviocial cephﬂl\ which fell

In Apnil and May of 1670, Most
of . these op. feft  rheir
hoines :xhcx the Communist
fakcover because the fall of

“the towns was eo swift few had

time to escape Neforehand.

The story of the refugees
from Ben Hatsai, a village 7
mited norlh o’MLopcu is 1yp1-
cal of the refugeces this report-
et fntervicwed.

"Ban Hatsai’s men are now

‘bmHmr new homes for their

families in forest clearings 15
miles north of Pakse. The vil-
lagers, who arc supplicd with
saws and nails by the Amarl-
can AlD missions, were ham-
mering In the frames ork of
thelv pew houses. The site of
is reminis-

cent of ITatsai, which this re-

Jporter visited in carlier years.

.The high cliffs ¢f the Bolov-

-ens Plateau stand near Hatsai
-and a long ‘mountain ridge 15

behind their new home. '[T)

(s .a river bzhingd the new v11—
‘lage as there was al Halsal,

villagers” - only cor-
they now must

The

carry waler Iere than 1,000
yards instead of 200 or 300
yards.

s The new village is being

bu1 t alenz Route 13, the road
commacling Pakse . with the

“rest of Laos, Tue ears inoving

i it are still a source of
wender {0 the villager

S The llumal 1e(wacs :mf the
to Jeave home
NS bec“u ¢ of ground

k:
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) “SOlul"la from the govern-
ment and soldiars from the

“ISSATRAY ((,ruum\m'ms)
were always coming into cur
village and there was a Job of
shoJL.) g in the forest,” the vil-
lagie leader said a5 he paused
in haminering nails inte (he
crossirecs of his new home.

“We could nol go and work in.

the fields-and we couldn't go
to Attopeu, il-was too dangei-
cus”,

U.S. Bowmbing Light

After the C‘omhmm'stc took
Attopeu, he said, the prices of
food’ soued A container of
salt, cnough lo fill a 12-ounce
beer can, cost 100 kip (%
cunt&‘) he said, In Pakse, the
same amount of salt cosls
ahoul 8§ cmts

He said ground fighling in
his \ill(gc causcd the mmb
castigiiies, pmxuvl wly mostar
sheun.'f and smeall arms cross-
fire, U.S. bombing around 1ai-
sai 'm;‘amnh) was light arnd
the Communist onom showed
villagors how o dig bunkers
and hide (he m\dyeb so {hat
the bomabing was ineffective,

Ground  fighiing  provides
both the reason fm }*"\m(
and the means of leaving., Hal-
sai loaders said only tha pres-
ence of governent comman-
dos ralding in the Halsal area
provided ,the cpporivnity to
leave. The villzgers said they
contacied the commandos in
the forest. The commandos
proctected their ezcope route

and senl the refugees to the

Bolovens Plateau.

Once on the Bolovens, the
villagers w erc directed to a
CIA commando base.
were flown oul from thare to
Pakse on Amrican {ransport
aireraft.

Experience throughout Taos
has shown that Villagers in-
variably leave their homes
once they know goverament
guerrillas are in their area. It
is not enly a matler of making
contact with the government
forcas, but the caontinual
fighling veskeas the Comwmu-
nist hold on the ?10@ a3 the
Comntaunists  are il
maintain  Light
and fight, tco.

04 - CIA-RDP80- 0160;

Cham, a young governmens
oificial who spent three years
at lbeoou)ozme inParis study-
ing law, isnow a T.ao governs
ment nulgee olhicial mwdmc“
over a two-reom wesdon hut in
tha Oudomisouk refugee settle-
menl 20 railes east of Pz’zkse.

Vst “eport Vizitors

Jle C“w the Communists for-
bid the villagers to travel out-
side thelr village. If a stranger
comes. info {he village, the vik
lagers must report hm. Ifa
villager does not report a
nieeting with e stranger and
the meeling is reported by an-
other villager, the poirson who ™
didn't report his encounter will
be punished, often bzing sent
aviay. ‘

Chain says many villagers.
hide in thg forest, hvm" in
bambeo huls, to dodze con-
scriplion byc-th Cominunist
or goverument forees. The hid-
ing villagers are unarmed and
must, move eonstantly for fear

cof Cu‘(‘\n\l) ’

At Oudomsouk I saw four of
these vl]lagm s arrive,
searching for their familics.
Sun_blacnene md dirty after
months in the forest, they had
fled from the Red-held town of
Lao Ngam ancther 25 miles
east of Oudomsoeuk.

Other factors which result in
villagers becoming refugees
include fear of conscription
into COI:‘I-x‘th forces, being
forced o shave their foad with
Communist {reops or to carry
munitions end supplies  as
part of a levy, These, how
ever, can happen lo villagers
Amnrf under gov mmmnt con-

=

TheyVyral “oo.

The. smell part played by
American  bombhing in the
making of refugees would
seem ouly {o apply to south
Laos.

STATINTL
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_ Republic of Vietnum at the Paris talks:
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By W f, od ,,u,u‘eit

: C Paris
Hlslmy ]vas demo: xstmtgd that whenever U.S. Defense
Sccrumy Melvin Laird. 113\;1; to Southcast 1\bxd trouble
" follows closely behind.
Last week he Tlew into Sv"on
. Victnamese View the present visit,
Nvuym Than Lc, .spokesman for

Iere is how thc
in the words of
the Democratic
im’im of 1969, Laird went to Saigon. The
‘Vietnamization’ pol cy followed, [along with] the
refusal to totally withdraw U.S. troopi from South
Vletnam and <tcpp‘rl up ‘search and destroy® operations.
. A year later, in February 1970, Lafyd was again in
" Saigon.. The ruult was the ’\Ivrch 18 coup in Phnom
Pum followed at the end of April by the U. 'S invasion
of - Cambodia, Durmg his prusent tnp to Saigon and
elsewhere, Laird is a ain carrying with him plans for new
acts of war and aggression. . ..> : :

Laird’s yisit Ins little to do with the ofnc;*IIy state
pn_h xt of stepping up troop withdrawals and much to
do with expanding the war by other means, including
trymﬂ to save dict tator Lon Nols totiering r nm‘, in
* Phnom Penl, o .

The quc-stion is, by what clher means?

“*In the beg

“ Problems with Arny : .
The choice is limited because 2 major offensive role
by U.S. expedilionary forces is out of the question. The
.badly demoralized U.S. Army in Vietnam has-opted for -
pol rather than combat. It is an army Desat with
_iIncreasing contradictions between white and black and
“other third woxld Gls, Dbetween Gls: and o_ffxcu:.,
between draftees end “hlers .
What can Laird recommend to avoid a dcbaulc",
F\'Csylllll‘" President Nixon has touched so far in the
ietnam war has decomposed in his hands. Bver since
the ill-fated CiA-directed offensive against {he Plain of
Jars in Lzos in" Septeinber 1939, the Laotian situalion
has gone disastrously wrong for m\ Pentagon. Vast arcas

~of southern Laos adjoining the liberated arcas of Soutl

Vietnam and Cambtodia have been completely libe mlbd
The pockets of Meo and CGreen Beret commandos
scattered on mountain peaks over wide ar¢as behind the

L REBONed b REISSd o0 rdsia .

L JAN BT

“reduced by half,

A RBB80-

“The

trained,

notorious Vang a0 mercenarles in

paid and ofhceud by the CIA,

[aos,
have been
ducmmwd to the point where they are no longer an
-effective fighting force, Specialists estimate that the end
Cresull of forcuw these tribespeople into Killer bands is

that the able-b odud, male Lleo population has been

In Cambodia “the daily press™ reports speak for
themselves. Lon Nol is coniined to an ever-shrinking

pnrim.’h’r around the capital. All land communications
with the ouiside world are cut. His battalions have been
cut to pieces or are deserting,. ) e B
In South Vicinam, “Vietnamization” has provea to
be bankrupl. As Muark Frankland reported in the Tan, 10
London Observer,” “Urban government [is] weak or
noaexistent” nnd the towns are becoming “more
anh Amcman as more -\mcnc s lczwu.m L

Lm‘u»,d U.f\ C; stions ..
. - Nixon’s opuons are limited by all tn 2t has gom,
before., Evérything in the way of conventional war has
been tn“d And South Victnam has been used as a ficld
of experiment for testing out a vast Lxmy of unconven-
ticnal weapons--the Givilian population is wused as
mrhsr'rnnmdtuly s foun ca pI“S f01 gas a.ld chumcal
weapons.

Virtually - cvuyt]uuﬂ in the Pu:t'g,on s /\r*cnal has
been tried—-and has fdiled—to crush the resistance of the
Victnamese people and more I;Atcu the 1egs-uncu of thu
Laotian and Cambodian people.” i

The more the U.S. As 'y has refused io fisht, thu
more the gir war has bren stepped up, but still wntnovt
suceess, Xuan Thuy, head of tiie DRV delegation to the
Pavis telks, ILL\fI“.d to this at the Jan. § sossion:

“Since President Nixen took over, B-52 bombings
have greatly mc;ezmcd From w‘bmaly 1969 to August
1970 the quantify of tombs and other ordina nce used in
Southeast Asia reached 4,423,459 tons out of a total of
10,819,076 tons used fmm 1905 to August 31, 1970; in
Olhur wou’a, almost equdl to that used in Sou hcaﬂt Asia
during the four preceding years.” e was quoting from
offlcml U.S. Department of Defense stalistics. '

The DRV’s Nguyen Than Le pointed out at the ['JleS
conference later that there were 26C0 U.S. violations of

North Vietnam’s air space in December 1970, compnud
‘to 1660 violations the previous month. There were 204
actual alr attacks in that month, including 47 B-52 raids
compared with 137 B-52 Taids during the first 10
mionths of 1970. The following day an American - 105
attacked a Norlh Victnamess missile installation because
it “fixed” the intruding plane with its radar,

In other words, und"r the cover of reduced Amencan
battleficld casualties and a falling-off in * body count™
StdtlsthS»—tO create an illusion of winding down thc

var--Nixon had Leen stepping it up with marked]
incrcac d air atlacks'in both halves of VMmuq and m
Laos and Cambodia. .

The Pentagon, apparently, is asking for even }noré

On the cve of Laird’s arrival in Saigen, the French daily, -

'rcpor[cd that the U.S. command was woitied -
about the “‘modiocre results of atfecks against the lo
Chi Minh trail.” This report canie just one week after the
same- command ad informed correspondents about 10
days of “most devastating air strites of the Vietnam’

m‘A‘"RDfPéﬁ‘6“1670*1%«700020001 5
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~erelary

""Nixon

Y Asiavisit,

‘a new

. f;;.istrz-;tion 3
“iahout our {

BY 1‘ &1

’SA[(;ON .- -.Dai’uw‘ Gos
AMelvin . T,,rm d
Was que stioned sharply by
newsmen Mondey on the
A(«mmmlhhr'n 8
policy in disclosing the éx-

UU"' J

el Fimas S,aii ‘v'rlh.r

Vietn: mm<

tent of \mouum inv nlx'c-

Clmentin La

- Laird (l“’ondcd the poh<
ey .as frank at-the news
conference which wnclud-
ed  his  third - Southea

He said the. \l‘on Ad-
‘ministratio m had initiated
policy  after the

Adminizuation
"sever aI

Jolnson
and claimed
Chande: "

Laird ;mnh(' dut Lwo

: l‘\o Adnin-
"o m" you
duuon cam-

p'\l an" ¢ wl its " vnw\mcn\.g

losses in Lans."

such chan u

Arcas of Secrecy ;

THe - fact g, however,
that there are many other
aveas of Ameiican activity
{0 Lads where the publu,
is being told nothing. Tt is
alto a Tept that President
Nixon's pledge of March 6,
]970 in Key Pizeayne that
*we will continue to give
the Awmerican people the
fullest possi )]0 informa-
‘tion on our involvement in
Thaos consiztent with na-
tional security,” is ot le-
Ing implemented.

One subject that con-

tinues Lo remain.uider a

recy 10
- President

- mantle of SL
Cmwonths afte

‘Nixon bro ke with the

“Johnson

K
¢
{ Tsonnel perledically go inlo

‘\rhninish'-z‘.ﬁon's
policy of total official ec-
“erecy Is the activities of
American Ioumwl on
the ground in the Ho Chi
Minh Trail arca. |
Awmertea military per-

t]‘g aren from 11\3:5 in
Sonth Vieluam awl Thai-

101‘“‘,(]"( 0 mp’uApprbvéd Fgrl ﬁﬂ{é%ﬂ?&hos&jmc

ot
H

e ’ n,
DRTIN ""IC’/ (\,I

- of .My

Ly ’"\“

afns, 1 10},‘/&'-./@1'

R T

\L\Ihu

THai or Lao-
tian mcvuhn- troops on-
missions (_les;ignczl {o col-
leet ‘intelligence about

NMorth Viclnamess nibve

nments and 1o disrupl these
moveniends as part of the

- Interdiction campaign.

Also in southern La

“wwhich has bécame a mum

battlefront for both thé
United States and Noith
Vielnam, Amcrican alr-
craft fen\ Laotian, Seith
Vietnamese ahd Thai
troops ol stich missions.

The Améiican cazualtics

Sneurrcd in theé courde of
_such piissions aré reported

in the weekly tolals re-
leased by the "American
military cnmmand in gai-
gon under Lhe heading
"Southeast A'ﬂa'

Casualty Lists

Another variation of ihe
practice of secrecy by offi-
cials in apparent “violation
Nixon's policy
statement comes in the
weekly listing "U.S. ca”
sualtics in Laos™ by the
Americaif military com-
mand in Saigon.

This is hroken down into
two categories: "on
gmund" and "air  opera-
tions." -

The fwuma of dcad and
\voundcd under "
ground" have
zero since the reporting
began on March 10, dftm
the President's specch.

This i3 so because the
U.S. Special Iorces and
olher casualties "on the
ground in Laos have been
men who were nol "sta-.
tiened in Laos," but else-
where.

The "air operations” ca-
sualtics are defined by the
command as "incident to
air operations over Laos"
and Jump together Tth Al

03/04 : ClA-

STATINTL

SEy e ksl

"on
stayed at”

slimging to the air &b

zne, The latler flﬂrpent)

“{ly spotler missidns over

Thostile territory in Laos.

PR }
éngmo;ym C]Axﬁﬂ#ﬁb 6%0%(0007&@29‘{) o

The flat ban prohibiting

newsmen from m[u\,m\\u
Jng pilols who {y missions
“over Laos at air hezes in
Tha

ing ie™iact m.xt 1332 bom-

egic Air
A' ’1 cr 1(\(‘
tical  fighter
the Tth
quartered in Saigon, and
of the Navy and Marine
Corps ave pounding the
North Vietnawmese gupply’

“routes throu "h Lans

iland and quoling

thom by name continues |
In effect, just as it did un-.

~der the
{ration. V Lo news eI
“in Saigon who have re-
[fRtL ested a military briefing
on the situation along the
trail have got no\\'hero.
Another arca nol men-.
tiomed by “Laird swhere
President Nixon's policy
continues to he thwarted
by offigials iz the military
assistatce program for:
T.aos, This program is ad-
ministerad  through com-
‘p‘w\' chitinels which begin
Jin the Pefense qut«
nent and extend through
an office known afficially
ag Deputy " Chic{  Joint
United States Military Ad-
visory Group, Thailend.
It then hops across the
A’\Ir'Long Iu\u to the U.S
'\ﬂomy for Intunmmml
Mevelopivent” mission In
Tientiane where a special |

uohn O \mmm\--

known as the 110 (_hl \Imn

Trail.
I addition, the ['.'n_
comiinand i Saigon  re-,

ports airerafi lossgs over’
Lads 4 few-daxs after (hey

L Gectf, and'pum.mcl los-

ses g i wéekly hasis.

This is the extent of the :

Teporting of thé war in

Panywhere in
“with' the exception of a.

American officialg
Indeching,

Laos by

weekly briefing given by a
member of the Arniy al-
tache's office of thé Aincr-

ican Embassy in Laos, the

facts of which :

e reatvict-

. ed to the actionz of cnemy
. and fnendly roops in that

(otmh) and are altriing
table onlv to  "military

sources.’

Dratch called the }wr,uu_c- .

wpcr\-‘i:\'cs
miltary

‘ments "Qifice
‘the pum Hon of

supplies’to forces in Laos.

Not a jot of infarmation
about the mililiry assis-
tance program i Inos has
been made public since.
last April, when the trans-
eript of congtessional
Jhearings on Laos was pub-
Jdished. .

Other Arecas
. Other aveas of scereey .
iabout  American involve-
ment in Laos are heyond
{he purvicw of Laird, such
¢'a5 the financing of irrcgu-
lar Laotimn forees,
ie handled under

Iihé fmportance of 1 ans
in the currcnt situvation
was pointed up when
Laird described southern
.03 as the one vegion in
Indochina where "the ene-
my threat has increased”

.compared fo a ycar ago.

Laird disclosed at {he
news conference .,ubt he-

_ fore bo:.u'uin{,' his plane [or
_}10&10]U]U

where he will
confer at AwmericanTacific
mititary headguarters he-
fore making his report o
the Plulwnt on the situas
tion in Southeast Asig, that

-t he had dispatched Dep. Se-

. vhich:
is ' the
budzel of tne Central Ind

teltigence Agenéy, and the’
gpetation ”, of - the CLA-
gupported dirlines My
- Awmevica, which ¢onlintes
lo be instrumental in the
foriying of treegular {orees,
Until expos: _ul_h\ The .
hmes last Fear, the Ol A
mu\r\tnn.-w! many ol its
mén in” Laos  wuler the
coler of the ATD misslon
in Vientidne,

'LOILC(t in asserting
ﬂm,.\rhmn.:tlah(xn i fell-

/

(lctaw of Defense Dennis

_Doolm to Laos foir a fivst-
Jhand ins peetion  trip dur-

ing his \ta\ in \mﬂon

_ On the mmlnx &mmtmn :
in Cambadia,
o TS, (‘\[,‘lls wore watch-
and

Taird said’
ing it "very closely”
“he was "eertainly L., Im-
prm..od \\iLh the steps"
roade thive to "face up Lo
the Cotnunuii \L threat .
The people of (‘unnmln
are showing that they bru-
Iv want o 1ryvl the inva-
dors.”

Dizeussing the morale

problem  among LA
»

troops, the. secretiry sald

he had tebied with many
(Gls in the field, adding. o
"l feal it iz a [nnl)]om af
o n,

:ﬁ;&‘i#éqm‘%ﬁihéﬂoﬂbohﬁob o5 b

that

The unhuppmcz anly “ap.
plies to a minnrity, and atl
by - . ~ 9 .

ombers  of
Al Foree, head-.

pRa:

s s o
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" - Salc‘on troops may stage a “‘ground thrust” into 1.a0s,

| -Adm. Thomas Moorer, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

[ "Staff, said last week. He said this was “one possible

: course of action’ if the “North Vietnames2’" step up
thelr, use of the “Ho Chi Minh trail,” which the U.S.
governmant claims is a supply route runm’ng from North'”
Victnam through Laos ta South Vietnam. ... Washing-
ton paid 25C0 mercenaries to teke over tm .city of \/
_Tchepone in southern Laos last month and the CIA flewy
the ‘men into the area on its war airplanes. But after
heavy usntmg the W cops pulled out, baaten, .
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By TAMIY Al ﬁUCIxLL )
= - §pecial {o The Star

CVIENTIANE — More “than
1,000 Americans have been killed
ot iwounded or erc xoius'n” in
achor Jn Laos, since the Un nited
‘States “began fmem there in
© May 1984, well mfozmcd sourees
estimale, Well over- 400 Amer
cans have begn killed, according
-to {he sources.

- Ahe-Alr Foree has lost al least

i 5 killed. The total of Ameri-
can gromnd dead is eslimated

conservatively at 1200, This in-
.cludes 36 men from the Central
Intelligence. Agency, the Avmny
attamcg office aud the AID mis-
smg - X

+The remamder 'of the dea<
were from unils from Thailand

“and ‘South VlCtlldnJ. opoxatmv mA

‘Laos.

Sorme 230 Amon ans mlwnu
“are ostly from the Air Foree.
. American ~ Embassy  officials
concede,  however, that ke
names 'of many of the missing|
eventually will be shlfted to the
dcathmll .

O\'er 500\ ‘cunded

. Mme than 500 Americans have
heen, wounded in, Laos, sources
said, though many of these did
not require ho;uiahzahon

-These figures do not agree
with figures currently released
by - U.S. aulhorities in Saigon,
where Ahe casually figures for
Laos are 21 U.S. Air Force dead,
76 Alr Force weunded anl no
ground casualtics.. .

“There ~are: three Teasons for
this Jarge discrepancy. One is
that the Saigon figures are dated
from March 10,,]970 ; when Pres-
ident Nixen admitted U.S. mili-
tary aclivities in Laos. The
deaths from May 1964 until
March 1970 are ignored.

The second rcason is that the

' l_l]CIl:_ldCd

Saigon figures inélude mostly
‘Americans killed “stationed in
Laos.” FExcept for some Air
Force personnel, Americans

killed  -while t\,umoranly de-*

tacticd ‘Tor duty in'Laos are nof

4 |to have died in Laoes was Alr

The {} md reasoir is that A'ncx-
“licans killed in {forays egainst the

Ho Chi Minh Trail in southcast
Laos are included in South Viet-
nam cast ualty flgu es. )

Captain Shol Down ©
The latest Ameucun reported

Force Capt. Park G. Bunker of
Matteson, Il Bunker was shot
down on the Flain o[ Jms [0t
Dec, 20, :

In his last massage, he said he
was mortally wounded and cne-
my {roops were closing in on
him, firing at him as "he lay
down. ‘ R

U.5. Alr Foree rescue helicop-
ters were driven off by inkzns'e
ground fire,

Bugker's dealh was reported
by embassy officials who said he
was on temporary doty here.

Figures given: here for ULS,

ca svm‘ués are partly CStlT’ﬂc'f.LS
hut souices say these estimzte

are conzervalive, ‘ :
_U.S, Embassy officials refuse
to give the lotal of U.S. dead in

“tLaocs, parlicdarly  -American
‘osses on the glound in the Ho

Chi Minh Trail area,

They say that the figure for
Special ¥orces dead “are soiic-
vhere in the figures for U.S,
deaths in South st A31a ”

-
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"~ “TOWARD LEGISLATIVE CONTROL OF THE GLA.

1 - STANLEY N, FUTTERMAN*

N Rt

Lo . . s,

* .1, INTRODUCTION

-\ Evety few years the C.LA. is rediscovered. The inspiration is
tarely the same: Guatemala in 1954; the U-2 incident in 1960; the
Bay of Pigs in 1961; support for the National Students Association
in 1967. This year it is mainly Laos.
How far the Nixon Administration has been forced to come in
the past year in acknowledging the C.LA/s role in Laos may be
scen by a comparison of two official reports. In March, 1970, in
response to increasingly detailed newspaper reports and rising pres
isures from Congress, President Nixon issued a 8,000 word statcment
on Laos, including a ninc point description of “the precise natur
of our aid to Laos.”! There was no mention of the Central Intelli
genee Agency. On August 3, 1971 the Senate Forcign Relation
Committee relcased a staff report on the situation in Laos, clcare
for publication by the Administration after 5 wecks of negotiatio
with the Committee staff. The published report reflects numerou
-+ deletions insisted on by the Administration but includes the no
officially conceded revelation that “the most effective [friendly
-military force in Laos is not the Royal Lao Army, but the...irregu
‘lar forces which are trained, equipped, supported, advised, and t
a great extent, organized by the C.I.A."2
" There have been revelations about C.LA. forcign operation
beforé and official or scmi-official confirmations of them. What i
unusual about the official confirmations of C.I.A. operations if
Laos is that they have been forced ont of the Administration while
the activitics are still in progréss.-The revelations come also at a
time when the Congress is heavily engaged in an cffort to legislate
‘limits to the President’s discretion in forcign affairs.
These events have led to the introduction in the present Con-
gress of several bills which comprise the first proposcd 1egislatif3n
fnitended to bring the C.LA/s foreign operations under substantive
legislative restraints. It is not that past years were witho.ut con-
_gressional flurries over the C.LA. Over the years some 132 bills had
been introduced cither to establish standing committecs to oversee
the C.LA.'s activities or to authorize special investigations of the'
C.IA.s role. Not one passed, and only two cver reached the floor
.of even one House, where both were decisively defeated by better
“than two-thirds majorities.? The remarkable thing is that the activﬂity
‘was all confined to jurisdictional battles within the Congress. The
traditional issue has been which small group of Senators and Rep-
resentatives would be privy to the doings of the C.LA.
' Not until 1967 was the first bill introduced to lmit what the .
"C.LA. could do with its funds: Rep. Ryan’s measure to prohibit the
C.LA. from contributing funds to domestic organizations.* The
Johnson Administration avoided what surely would have been con-
siderable pressure for such legislation only by announcing that all
:existing covert financial assistance to the nation’s educational and
private organizations would be terininated by about the end.ofi the
year.5 More recently, Congress has _compcllcd the Nixon Administra-
tion to terminate covert G.LA. funding of Radio Free Europe and
Radio Liberty and forced it to seek legislation to provide open gov-
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forth . ..
“nedy said in his inaugural address, and no one
doubted the power and not many the wisdom of
‘the word. The prestige of foreign policy in 1961

N
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The dccade of the sixties, in thc absence of a
“massively successful revisionist exercise, aill be
- counted a very dismal period in American foreign
- policy. Infleef{, next only to the cities, it will be
" considered the prime disaster area of the American
- polity and it will be accorded 1much of the blame
-~ for the misuse of energies and rescurces that caused
" the trouble in urban ghettos and the alienation and
“evuption in the universities. The result was in very
- dim contrast with the promise.

“The promise was bright—"Let the word go
to friend and fce alike,” President Ken-

was enormous: No one much cared about who
was to 1un the Tu(uzn) It mattered greatly who
was to be the Secictdry or Under Secretary or even
an Assistanf Secretary of State, although theré
awere enough of the latter to form a small union.
idn the emly months of the new Administration,
nurerons quite marvelous ideas were spawned for
lsmnormmna or finprov mg or revising our overseds
‘affairs, There was to be an expanded and reorga-
nized aid program, a Grand Design for Ewope
(subject to some uncertainty as to what that design
might be), the Alliance for Progress, the “Kennedy
Round,” a Multilateral Force, the Peace Corps,

_ counterinsurgency, an expanded recognition of the

1ole of the new Africa, a dozen other enterprises
which did not achicve the dwmy of a decently
notorious refection. '

*Each issue of FOREIGN POLICY uﬂl carry a guest edr
torial by a distinguished contributor. The editors are
pleased to commenice this series with Mr. Gualbraith’s
article.

L3

" Now ten years later one looks back on—seem-
ingly—an uninteriupted series of disasters. The
‘comic-opera affair at the Bay of Pigs; the invasion
of the Dominican Republic to abort a Communist
'revoh'uon that had to be invented aftPr the fact;
“severe  alienation throughout Latin  America;
“broken windows, burned libraries and more or
Tess virulent anti-Americanism elsewhere in the

world; Approvétskloy Releabe J001103/04 : ¢

ing, endlessly bloody, tifinitely expensive and now
widely rejected involvement in Indochma

.compelling when one looks back on it. In the

So it scems in retyospect. cat least one of the
successes of these years seems a good deal less

Cuban missile crisis Prsident I\ezwedy had to

balance the danger of blowing up the planet’
against the visk of polisical attack at home for

appeasing the Comnumists. This was not an

irresponsible choice: to ignore the domestic oppo-

sition was to visk losing initiative or office to men
who wanted an even more dangerous policy. There
is something more than a litde wrong with a
system’ that poses a crr'a buween survival and
domestic political compzulsion. The "missile crisis

did not show the strength of our policy; it showed
the catastrophic visions and resuliing pressures to

swhich it swas subject. We were in luck, but success

_in a lottery is no argument for lotteries.

I,I'.' )

.

Yet not everything in these years wént wrong. ~

Ouwr welations with Western Ewrope and Japan

caused no particular pain; these had been the
theaters of ultimate misfortune in the twentieth”

century, always assumiag war to be such. And,
over the 1960, velaiiens with the Communist

countries improved boih in the vision and in the

reality.

When the decade began, thé official vision of

* the Commumist world was still that of a political
~monolith (the word was still much wsed) relent-

lessly bent on the ‘destizction of what few were
embarrassed to call the Free World, If there were
divisions within the Communist world, they were
presumably on how best to pursue the revolution.
Foreign policy vis-&i-vis the ““Sino-Soviet bloc,” -as
it still was called, was zecordingly a facilitating
inscrument for a lavger eonflict. Duving his long
renire as Secretary of Sizte, Dean Rusk was criti-
cized for his conviction that foreign policy swas sub-
ordinate to military corvenience. But if conflict
with the Communist world was the-great and in-
evitable fact, the Rusk vizw was at least consistent.
Diplomacy, il ke hw‘h, is an emly caszca?t} of

sar.
But that vision has now dissolved. ﬁue believers

_ave still to be found in thz more airless recesses of

the Pentagon. Retired Chainmen of the Joint
Chiefs; Joseph Alsop,. Kenneth Crawford, one or
two otlter aging sages; cod war diplomats solemnly
contemplating the world over their martinis in the
Metropolitan Club, siill evoke the Communist

“conspiracy on which their fame and fortune were

founded. They 7'ejoice in anything that scems to
suggeﬁt a revival of the conflict; they try to seam a

TR0 80 (Kbt TobaZ8001 -

even nostalgia in what remains. The terrible fuct
. .
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UBEIRUT, Lebanon — I have just

‘spent five months exploring the world-
- wide pipelines down which the iliicit nar-
Zeouesdrug traffic flows. In the course of a

¢round-the-world {rip I found that with no
‘,:"Sp'ecial enlree fo underworld circles it
Y 'zts'p‘ooﬁblc, with time end mopey, to buy
everynm*ru iliegal arug.

In Afghinistan, Pakistan, and
Iancn, 1 came ea sily 1o the peint of pur-
chase for opium. In Laos I could have
bou ght it by the small planeload.

- “Soragtimes  there
‘when sclleb
undercover narcolics agent or
“officer. But with only
-could have
key and Mexico. . : ,
. In Hong Kong I need walk but a few
steps fror the Christian Seience Monitor
“office o 5, L the distinetive scent of smoke
.Ing epium from the neighborhiood vendor.

In Beirut 2 Western diplomat offered
rae jniroductions fo cocaine sellers in a
number of nightelubs.

Stconugwdc heroin. in smdll doses
vras easily ohiainable in Mexico ¢ ndhmb
Kong. But in Marscille I.could have
bmwht top-grade heroin by the kilo (2.2
p’nﬂms) It would have taken an advance -

. bayment of 53,000 and ¢
tion in a hm I reom while
checked me out. If they were satisfied, T

could have been rea smably sure - of
emerging with a Kilo of pure hergin., So
skillful and (A@ﬂr(a\(ced F@Ift%ﬁﬁ,a
however, that the transaction would have
been-comp eled without my over meeling

hme more effort, I

he sellers

Thai-

weie difficultics
suspected me of heing an
a police -

bought opium in Tudia, ’lutu';

everal days’ isola- -

v

yi f.a,@zr 2 a0

HYXHUGHES

By YO

(c) 19‘70 The Chrixtian Scicnce Publishing Soeicty,

Themovement of heroin from southiern .
France 1o {he United States was once
domninaled by the American Mafial But
aovw the Corsican hercin manufacturers
have so 1muck to sell that they meoet allthe

=

‘eis opivny is iho
cess crop of the
gronist purl of the counfry.
Closivly the CIA is coguizant
ef ool fhe H1GV e

slent of cmw.n ot of Fleies. ./

principol

BOF=C0 i

J}’T"hf!""

I_'-;Iaha 1cqt‘1rmuu]ts and have plenty {o
-spsze Qo in addition, they sell to Cuban,
- American Negio, and Puerlo Rican buy-

Jing rings who have newly set up shop
1ounuiimoehl asvrell as to “independ-
ent”’ purchasers. ' '
As for hashish and 1 1011Juanq, T enuld
have houslit this a3 casily as toothpasteor
- cunuy thmug‘m’ much of Asia, {he Mid-
dle
slan, hashish sallers distribute pamphlets
advertising their own special brands.
Hospitablz policernen offer hlpp;os a puff
:of “hash.” .
In Nepal, hashish comes chccu r than
{ohacco. In Pakistan, a police officer op-
posed to ﬂu, nucotic-s tr'fffc told me he

Rast, and parts of Mexico, Tri 4 \ghanti-

71 STATINTL

beach in Ifeng
“are trying to pzo*)o sition American child-
renfrom lne international school nearby.
~ American. schools in }Szn skok, Thai-
Jand and Ankara, Turkey, }‘d\ ¢ Cneoun-
ered similar probiems.

A leading Italian ps sychologiz 1 52 2y's 30
}\EI&T}LC\ young peop: abatween 1tand 22
inRore are using soine kind of drug. Use
of stimulants is so scvious in Sweden that
the Swedish Government is in the fore-

front of a campaign for strict new internas
Deaths from heroin use

- tional confrols.
have startled France.

- Bven the Soviel Union has admitted '

_some ‘“hefts of narcetic drugs from phar-
macies and hos mtal%._” The Soviets say

illicit traific poses “no problems” in their

country. Other sources says Soviet offi-

cials are C“U\/tl) concernad about the
smugftlcdmflo rof drugs from the West,

Pep.pills are in vogue with some Cze-
choslovakian youthu ’l he Prague weekly
Rvety says drug addiction in the ¢ capital is
reaching alarming proportions. Some
addiets have heen getting high oa cactus
extract stolen from nguc‘s
gardens.

In countries like Turkey and L eb‘,non,
the narcotics seller is often an informer,
1o, partl cul oy upon small-time or ame-

had sold a kilo of hashish to moke moiiey
& ggegm%u;y [A:RDP80-01601R000700020001-5

amyp lLtdll“n:’E\,tl(l ba1b1tu a,teq the hal-
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Lv A ni Y AR
N : Special to ihe Slar
. VIENTIANE ~— US. an Lao
forces have completed what ap-
pears fo be a major operaf,ion
against the main North Viet-
Ynamese supply axerz innorthern
Laos, the Banban Valley, in
; vhat well- monnc:l sources heve
sce. s an sitempt fo ‘l“v olf
new Hanoi oAfeusw% in m“‘mn
- Laos.
The velley, according {e mxl'-
- {ary sources, is full of hl’ll((.ij
su')plms brought by trucks com-
ing down Laos Roules 6 and v
~from  North Vicluam and ths
‘Reds are prepering to move
* these supplies fo tm n‘ foreas on
the southern edge of the Plain of
Jal

BUCELE

s Give O]ﬂ;, Version
Thoucf s thveaten the joint |1
U.8.-Lao b‘ se area of Lom'
. Chien 75 miles noriheast of here,
Nejther Lao nor U5, sourcos
hcre are willing te discuss the

R ed
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operation, leavir o, on

ly the Com-
munist version -available. The
Comamunisls claim the cpere-
tion, started soveral weoks ago,
jnvelved slbrikes by the U.S. Alr
Force and J.ao {roopy: nin

“80 flig’n( ' oof American heli-
copters. The Pathot Lao rad o
called the operaiion “raultiva
talioned.™ -
The “altack was made near
3on Tha  village narlh  of
3anban, the Reds say, Banbhan
is at the north junclion of reutcs
¢ and 7 northeast of 120s, chO
Bilitary sources say {hey ¢
net discussing the eporation pub~
licly as a matter of “Ligh poli-
[’m ? Diplomats belicve this
mcam “|b LrO o\"cnmu

ion a5 an e
cuse to b Vm olf elrendy
ocked talks with Puzmcl_ Sou-
v nna Phoune.
Divloinals concede
bla mllunzy nooess
eration bul vic
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poor as-long ag some hope for
negotiations remained,

Yoints o Conire
the fact the opera {on was
launched, * diplomats sa 1, nai-
cates Lao O'cnoz als run the gov

Souvanna }’howm
say  Hanoi
1~*~ along RE.

] mncm, nict §
Military - sources
trucks sli" are Moy
7, most of them el :
strikes and g xourd sirizes led by
U.S. a :
J1'° military believe that cnce
safficient supplics reach Hanol's

el c—ol)\ on the south edge of the
plain they will launch new at-

tacks {o cu:uoytub 1 guzrrillas \/

in the CI&’s’private army. Such
an aliack is predieted for Febru-
ary .or March, when heat, dust,
st th and hare hamper U.S, air
3 1\0 results ef the Ban-

: alL‘ available, as {he

'y here ke ‘1;; silent

and correspoadents are 1‘1°di
from areas .of US milil ny ac-|
(1»1'"
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C Amerie

“Lao fu.l'“..’ {he O’l ¥ unm toi-
tures.

‘fa
T Black

~ese sl Pati

,hm 15 of 1\.”1;:[

Cinnerth Laos, 1l

- gingle-cngine

- fO\'.ln 1./ A

1o talk while,

VH N I"l\ B - 5{[“‘) fanericans ¢
end Jachans ofien Jeck hand ;
Iitellizence on Nevlh Vietnane _
et T from
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commanders when uuy K
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120 ellies aswell as
tian population.
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.L)CCCW ber 22, 1970

the IZonerable Joun W, McCORMACK, Bpeaker
of the IIou ¢ of Representatives, to accept
and wear the Cavalicie di Gran Croce, of the
~ Order Al l\xcu*o della Republica, an award
- conferred py the Government of the Repub-
' lic of Italy.

STATINTL

L R T T

ENR(ﬁ)LL?‘E:D BILLS AND JOLNT -
RESOLUTIONS SIGNED

The message alzo announced that the
Speaker had afiized his signature to the
following enrolled DLills and joint resolu-~
tions, and they were signed by the Vice
' Presldent:
¢ © 8, 4571, An act lo Nmnd the Ccnt"ﬂl In-

. telllgence Agency Retir ement Act of 1964 for
Certain Employess, as amended, and for cther
purposes;

H.R. 8933. An act.to provide that thc lock
“and dam referred to

. and dam” on the Towmblghee River, Alabama,
shall hereafter he known as the Coficeville
. . lock and dam;
- \ H.R. 13676. An act for the relief of certain
retired ofiicers of the Almy Navy, and Air
Force;

H.R. 13806, An 'mt ‘for the rellef of Irwin

Katz;

H.R. 13862, An act to authorize the naming
of the reservoir to be cr ﬁ.t‘.d by the ILittle
Goose lock and dam, Snake River, W ashing-
- B ton, In honor of the late 1 Jinoch A, Br;an

' . . H R. 19485, An act to provide for the estab-

i lishment of a national urban growth policy,
to encourage and support the proper growth
aend dey c’opmeiit of our States, mﬂhcpohtan
areas, citles, counties, and {owns with em-
Phasls upon new comaunity and inner city

- - development, to extend and amend laws re-
© latlng to housing and whan development,

- and for other purposes; .
4 : HR. 19877, An act authorizing the con-
. struction, repalr, and prefelvat[oq of cer-
tain pl‘blic works on rivers and harbors for
nulgm!on flood ‘control, and for Othu pur-

poses;

8. J. Res. 173, JoInt resolution authorizing
8 grant to defray a portlon of the cost of
expanding the Unlted Nations headquarters
in the Unlted States;

S. J. Res, 249, Jolnt reselution to extend
the time for the proclamation of marketing
guotas for burley tobacco for the 3 mar-
keting yeats beginning October 1, 1971: and

H. J Res, 1162, Jolnt Res oluﬂon to amend
Public Law 403, 80th Congress, of January 23,
1948, providing for membership and par-

. tlcipation by the Unlted Sta tes in the South

- : r Paclfc Commiesxon.

ey = S I

HOUSE BILL RI SPERRED

The following hill was read twice by
its title and referved, as indicated:

HR. 14233, An act to modify ammunition
recordkeeping requir ements to the Commit—
tee on inance, .

STATINTL

.

ORDER OF  BUSINESS

- ’ © " The PRESIDING , OIPICRER (Mr.
: CransroN), The Sena tor from New York
(Mr GOODELL) is recognized,

. N

- i o L . \

ORD % OF RUSINESS

Mr, C‘(OOD DL. Mr, President, I ask
unammous con<3nt that I be permitted
to make a specch on Vietnam,

'The PRESIDING OFFICER, Wlthout
ob;cchon it is so ordared.

-~ A

COMTGR.
T Approved For Release,2001/03/04,: CIA-RDP

25 the “Jackson lock

ANTI kS
SCORD — 8E]

8018
INDOCHINA

. Mr. GOODELILL, Mr. President, my term
of office in the Senafe is drawing to a
close.

BSSICMAY, RE

.+ During nry 2 yeavs as a Member of t]ns

body, -I have devoted much of . my
“encrgics to seching a definitive. end to
. the Indachina war, :

Fiffeen months ago, I stood here and
proposed the first legislation requiring
the complete, safe, and orderly with-
drawal of all American forces from Viet-
nam by a fixed date. At that L'me Iutood
alone, Less than a year later, 4 nators

went on record in support of thc cssen
tml‘j same lcglqlauon—-tne amendmmt
to end the war.

I remain as chply convinced as cver
that the legislation I proposed is the hest,
perhaps the only way of extricating our
Nation with honor and decency from
this cruel ¢
the Senmp next month, I shall continue
to work for its adophon.

Despite our efforts, the war continues

- without foreseeable end, and the Presi
dent's words and actions suggest that he
is vrepared to sacrifice all prospects for
peace in order to preserve the existing
order in South Victnam:; and that he
even contemplates a new course of es-
calation, perhaps more devastating th'm
ever nefoze -

Many say the war is all over but over.
save for the parting shols. Yet, I fear a
new phase of the war is just beginning.

Many say the war is no longer a na-
tional issue. ¥et, I fear it infects our
country like a disease whose outward
manifestations may teinporarily fade,
only to break out again with rencwed
virwlence, -

I, AIR ESCALATIONA OVER THE NORKRTH

The scanario has now been set by the
- administration for the resumption of an
extended air war over North Vietnam.
This means that the United States is
prepaved o reescalate the coniflict, ignor-
ing the tragic lessons of the sixties,

It means the administration intends’

primarily to rely upon the direct use of
American air power to maintain the mili-
tary status quo in Vietnam,

It involves still graver risks to.peace
than. the unsuccessful bombing cam-
palgn conducted over North Vietnam for
3 years by the Johnson administration.

1. TIIE ADMINJSTRATION'S BOMEING TIIREATS

President Nixon has decided to use the
threat of escalation in the nir over North
Vietnam iIn order to preveant the enemy
from building its capacity to launch of-
fenslives in South Victnam. Fe has made
this threat explicit in his most recent

_ bress conference, saying:”

Now If as a result of my conclusion that
the North Vielnamese, by thelr indltration,
threaten our remaining forees, if they there-
by develop a mpa«.lty and I)xOCC"d possmly
to use that capacity to Increase the levél of
fighting in South Vietnam, then I will order
the bombmg of military sites In North
Vietnam, the passes that lead from North
Vietnarma. into South Vietnam, the military
complexes, the military supply lines. That
would he the reactlon that I sheall take,

: A_pprove‘d For Release 2901/03/04 --CIA-RDP80-01 601 RoQo‘/o’.ono'om -5

RO

and unjust war, When I leave.

> 185 previously imple-
mented Lhe°e t 1reats in pracrice—witness

-the hombing raids of the Worth in May

and November,

The President has also announced that
he will continue U.S8. “reconnaissance”
fiizhts over North Vietnam; and that he
infends to conduet major’ retoliatory
bombing attacks if our planes are fired

upon. At the same press conference, he

said:

I must ‘lnslst that there Pe continued re-
connaisrance over North Vietnam, hecause If
we are withdrawing our forces I have to sce
whother or not thcn, Is any chance of a
striXe agalnst those forces that remain. And
we haye to wateh for the build-up.

If bur planes sre fired upon, I will not
only order that they return the fire, bHut I
will order that the missile site be des tlo}cd
and that the military complex. around that
site which suopo;t 1t also be destroyed by
bombing.

The cneiny has already stated that it
will not be deterred by this threat, and
will continue firing upon Amulcan rC-
connalissance planes., This makes the
resumption of the bormbing on a regular
basis a vivtual certainty.

The Secerefary of Defense has taken
the final step—-of asserting that the lack
of substantive progress at the Paris talks
would be reason alone for air csealation
over the North. In the last.2 years, theie
has been no substantive progress what-
ever at Paris. As long as the enemy in-
sists on the complete American presence,
there can be 1o progress. Thus, the Sce-
retary’s theory provides a carte hlanche
justification for bombing the North at
any time and for any purpose.

The President speaks of protecting
American lives. This purpose, however,
will not be achieved by adopting a new
course of escalation: As every expansion

of the war places additional lives in .

jeopardy. )

Were the administration’s primary
concern the safety of American men, it
would adopt the course of action we have
been wrging: The complete withdrawal
of all American forces from Vietnam, al-
lowing sufficient time for their removal
in a safe, orderly fashion. Tha 1t is the
way to protect American lives—to get
our men out of Indochina,

Only one eertain result can come from
any attompt to conduect renewed air at-
tacks over North Vietnam: The deaths
of tens of thousands of Vletnqme"e civil-
ians.

" American airpower in Indochina has
always fallen short of expectations, in
destroying its intended military targets.
It has always exceeded' the worst expec-
tations,
population. This will hold true if bomb-
ing of the North is refumed. Perhaps a
limited number of antiaircraft batteries,
supply depots, and staging arcas will be
kneeked out, But hundreds of villages
and thousands of acres of farmland
certainly will be. The civilian “body
colint”’—-to borrow a repellent phrase
of this war—will be staggering indeed.

To this civilian carnage will be added
the loss or captivity of still move Amcu-
C'm alrmcn :

-~

in its impact on the civilian '
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I;y Cc\,Lw VY, Aslwvorth

= Staff correspondent of L'he Cheristian Science Monitor

' . - ; P,
S, F_o;-t Bragg, N.C. .

Tne star, of th Special IOI‘CE.} see.ns vcry much on
the rise again,

“Jthe Army’s elite oz';.am?at:m h cadouartered here at

‘the John ¥, Kennedy Center for Il;ht;ry Assiztance,

‘often thoug ol of,

].has emerged from a p riod of ai least partial oﬂhpoc

me berets intact and pros spects excellent.
“The raid on the North Vietnamese prison camp at

;Son Tay helved focus official favor on the Green Berels

once again, eiter a long peried in which they were most
unfavorably, in connection with the
elleged slaying of 2 supnosed double agent in Vietnam,
In the wake of Son Tay, a certain eir of relief and

e H A ogend 3 .
confidence is evident here, In a matter of weeks, Green

Berets have be en publiely decorated by the T**@:;J'Ieu‘c_

‘strm her

~eide to stick

and Szerctar o* Defense Melvm R. Laird has made a
N o gnc ouf more awards.

One senior ofiicer here put 1t this \'ay: YTt is just
'thls sori of thing that helps bring swirits up. People
‘who might have b'.' n thinking of going back into the
-regular Army or getting out reight now pause and de.
it out longer with the idea 1hat ancther
Jbitof action might come along.”

CAlthougih Son Tay feiled to yield any American pris-

“oners, it hrought very much fo ofiicial attention the
<uselfulnass of S«J\.Chll )‘oxcu u_mts in some cxirao"ds-

nary situ=ijons,
. With their varied talcnts, the Derets provide the arl-
minis 7=>t1m with a brcader scope of possible responses
ey neds. At a time when military capa bilities.
iriKing rapidly, they help keep opiions open.
.lhe\' ui gt *hc current scene for several othor
refsen; ' :

1 I’i*f Mixenn .

e

acctr ino sn\.}) out rather ¢
ami

igorly what
intentions

a1
as to the

~&re at o "qF iz @ nistration’s 5
sort of } :Ip friendly nations in Asia can expect. Vith'
sa

ic
me concepls cen — and pos-

som-: dluﬁlt"'\f.'x.., ihe
- sibly ww —- be anplied generally ic nations in the go-
called “ihird world,” As Mx Nixon sees it, Americens
will provide suj phe\ and advice when na curily
nterests voem to diclate it, but no American ﬁg‘nting
men, Thc*e are cireumstances where h*ly could logi-
cally be civen primarily by (;rcen }3 g, as has baen
t‘u-:: cast iy weine instanccy in :
O e srray isell has neuz “een eom )Ieic‘l)' happy

“who have faced the

with thé Green Bevets, with helr different garb, ways,
-and-docirine, but there is a growing realization in thn
Pcntc.gon th at they may ba a not-very-costly way to be
cady when the Vhite Mouse asks the }’e.st.\gun to get’
(»mf‘t.umg deace, L
O Because they are an elite unit with a certain
raction for young men with a bent for omethinq
iterent, the Green Berets are being viewed favorably
as & way to a wttract volunteers, '
Thz advent of & volunteer Army is viewed in the
Pcnta*on with a certain degree of {repidetion. The
Green Devets are strictly vohmteer, w\hom d by thosze
grim =t'\LN,1c howing how very

s willing to join thf\ f‘umy in cax.1bat

foew young misn are
rO‘On t()(l oy
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; 1\'0\" l\le c‘.uyaod,’ clse, tl G.un Be-
rets are being phased out of Victnara and
“cut back in muwth From a peak strength
;of more than 9, €99, the Bervels appcar des-

_tx: ed to drop (0 somewhere bétween 5,000
ramd 7,600 men, depending upon- l W tougn

‘the bvcw -t strictures -:fet c .
Total Almy strength is drepping from a
total of aboul 1.5 millien at the peak of the

fwear to belween 800,000 and £09,650, accord-

‘ing to current indicativns. Tius Special

JForces mannower losses appear likely to-
“he less severe than those of the whole

Aviny in terms Sf per centages. - _
At present, there arve six Spoc al Torces
“groups. Two are at Fort B a»"g The 5th
is in Vielnaw, and the Ist is in Okinawa.
The &th is"in Panama,”
vided bhetween TFort Devens, Mass., and
Furope. There are alse four groups .in the
‘reserve forces: SRR .

A group varies in size, but it averages
around 1,500 men. Special Forces “ofiicers
say that one group can form 1110 cadre for
415 divisions.

If the administra 'on rlccif’ s it is in the
sccurily interests of the United States lo
help- out in Asia within limits, it may be
that the Special Forees and experts in war
of national liberation might be man-for-man
the most valuable cemmedities in the de-
fense establishment. T ’

C«/‘ 1ins noted .

he Green Berets and ‘the Central Intel-
ligence Agency worked coften in consort in
Laos and-in Vietnam. At first in Vietnam,
the Special Forces unils carried out a b;oad
range of what are often called ccunter-
insurgency tasks. As Array involvement ex-
panded, -however,
narrowcd.

A

“The Berets have found thcms“}"% con-

centrating in recent years upon {raining the
Vietnamese special force and of Cawmbo-
dians, montagnards, and other groups to
help with border defenses. The civilian ir-
regular defense- sroup camps have becn op-
el:ttcd under-the aezis of the Berets.

Many clements. of the Avmy have long
resented the Green Beret relationship with
the Central Intelligence Agencv\ and ‘the
Berets are treated with a certain wariness.

It "is significant that a man whose cre-
dentials are well based in the regular Army
is always named lo head lhe school and
center at Fort Bragg. -

-But, because* the Berets are the Army’s
main experts in guerrilla woarfare, intelli-
gence missions, and dircet unilateral spe-
cial operaiions, such as the attack at Son
Tay, it appears that thclo will always bo a
place for them.

and tm 1tk is di- -

the (ucen Pex et field

STATINTL

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA RDP80 01601R000700020001 -5




Approved For Release 2001[03/04“‘C‘rA RDP80-01601R

'!
4,
V
i

"A‘lm

rican @mm

STATINTL

S ey e,

20 DEC 1970

sts m]

h[ﬁ@@,y@yway 5 y I\ N. Vietne o

By Mark Frankland

: London Ouseuer N

PAKSE, T.aos, Dee. 19—
From the back seat:of an
ancient” Laotian air force

. fighter-bomber,
Awenty-two does not look
much of a place to fight
over: a dirt landing strip, the
outlines of defensne posi-
tions, some hufs covered
with yellow—bwwn dust. Yet

- .1t is around PS-22 that one

of the most important battles
of the Indochina war is
likely to be foudht

For se\elal years Ameri-

cans have used Site 22 and
other places like it on the

edge of the Boloven: Plateau‘

Neu:s, Analysrs

to spy on .md sa‘botaar the
North Vietnamese {rail sys-
‘tem in the mountamﬁthqt
.start & few miles to the east,
Fhis U.S. operalion has been
[a nuisance to Hanoi, but
_more or less a toler able one.

f The situation today, how-
-ever, Is qulu chffexen( The
ovelthrow - Cambodian
Head of State lece\ Noro-
dom Sihanouk in March and
" the loss of the port of Sikan-
oukville (renamed Kompong
‘Som) for North Vietnamese
supplies has at least doubled
the importance of the Ho
:Chi Minh trail to Hanoti.
The North Victnamese are
expanding the trail sysiem
to the west, but cannot do so
easlly as ]ong as American-
led guerrillas remain-on the
Bolovens Plateau. '
- A few hundred yards east
of Site 22, the plateau ends
in an abrupt fall of about

Approved For Release 2001/03/04"::CIA-RDP8Q-01 601R000700020001-5

3,000 feel

“and

Paksc  Sile “trolled Northern Cambodia.

of the Mckong into a new

- Communists created panic

- Washington’s half-billion

~on Bolovens

) Lao soldiers gret.

to the Mekong The armee clandestine, as
River. The fast flowing and  {he Americanied guerrilla
treacherous river curves o , .
into  Communist-con- more. It has been written
about by reporiers and in-
vestigated by senators.
There are even people who
claiin to have scen some of
its football ftcams wearing
shirts with the initials AC.
But since the CIA is, by

Bul Americans have mined
the river, greally hampering
North Vietnamese attempts
to develop the upper reaches

supply route.

The American sltes also

L. , American standards, - any-
: g”lnljtnthii‘;i‘tontato “i}:;'cll‘:rg:e how, a secret organization

omnunists - can Htrale  anq jts  agents have under
south™ across the Bolovens the

Geneva agreements no
more right to be in Laos
than the North Vietnamese,
the battle for Bolovens is
hidden in clouds of official
discretion.

1t is only since the North
Vietnamese threat to Bolo-
vens developed that the
regular Laotian army has
had anything to do with the

Platecau itself. It is doubiful
that the two government-
controlled towns on the
plateau could hold out if the
sites were destroyed.

A few months ago the

in Pak Song, larger of the
two, just by sending in mes-
sengers to announce that an
attack was imminent.

Two weeks ago the North guerrilla sites. being |
Vietnamese tricd and failed But the Lao army is being
pushed into the Belovens

to take Site 22, which is also’
a supply and training center’
for other outposts. It is as-
sumed they will try again
and that mnext time they
might succeed.

This puts the Amecricans
in something of a spot, be-
cause guerrilla sites on Bolo-
vens Plateau belong to

battle by Hanoi's increased
‘pressure .and American vul-
nerability: special guerrilla
units were never meant for
“defensive warfare. It was a
regular Lao infaniry bat-
falion which helped to save
Site 22 two weeks ago and
had a very rough time of it.
The Lao army is getting
dollar a year sceret war in  near the end of its human
Laos. Special guerrilla units  resources. Its recruits in-
Plateau and sclude teen-agers.

clsewhere are trained and/ The effort the Lae army is
led by the Central Intelli-v¥ being asked fe make . on
gence Agency. Bolovens is wid2ly thought

Accountants from the CTA 1o be hopeless.  Almost
arrive regularly at the siles evervone says. “the North
in helicopters to pay the Vielnamese can take the
Laotian guerrillas three Bolovens sites “if Luc\vo

times as much as_ordinary ]U{!dy to pay the \)1\&9 ---and

it ig assun: -d they arce.
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;fLaos ‘ _
The war for the
south SR

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT IN LAOS

The North Vietnamese scem to be set
for an attémpt to tighten their grip
< on southern Laos. Such a move would

protect” their one remaining supply’

corridor into Cambodia and the
“bottom half of South - Vietnam.
Their interest centres on the wvast

- Bolovens plateau which rises between
" the Mekong river and the South

Vietnamese border. The Koag river,
‘which runs along the plateau’s eastern
flank, as well as the vehicle trails
across the platéau itself, are useful
supply lines into Cambodia and sup-
plement the more important trails
farther east. The Bolovens plateau
is extremely fertile and could feed two
or thre¢ communist divisions.

But gucrrillas belonging to  the

© . Laotian “secrct army,” trained,
~ /directed and paid by the American

Central Intelligence Agency, have
operated from a score of sites around
the northern. and . eastern fringes of

the platcau for several years.: They

have been used to gather intelligence
and to sabotage the communist trails.
They are also well placed to harass
traffic down the Kong river. This
winter the North Vietnamesc said they
were going to knock out these sites.

They have already captured four bases
on the eastern rim, onc near Attopeu.
But a fortnight ago threc North
"Vietnamese battalions attacked Site 22,
a major training and supply centre. It
seems that they wére unaware that

- the government had reinforced this

' base with-a regular infantry battalion
from Pakse. - The' communists were
driven” off, and suffered heavy
casualties. The Laotians say the enemy
lost more than 300 “men, but they
concede that 29 of their own men
were killed; and 66 wounded. These
figures add up to a big battle by

 Laotian standards, - :

It is generally accepted in Pakse
‘that the communists will strike again.
Visibility from the air will get worse
-over the plateau from month to menth
as the smoke haze grows. The veterans
of the “secret army ” are not trained
"to fight defensively, and the Laotian
army in the south has had trouble in
finding new recruits and is taking in
.boys of ‘14 .and  15. Pathet Lao
propaganda claims that the com-
“munists will take the two small towns
of Pak Song and Houei Kong on the

THE ECONOMIST
009 /DY FLET IRIRDPSO-
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plateau before the dry season is out.
The North Vietnamese seem 19
believe that their military needs out.
weigh the political dangers of a
Keightened offensive. Some observers
in Vientiane thought that the Pathei
Lao were reluctant to attack Attopeu
_and Saravane carlicr this year because
neither fell into the communist or
neutral zones defined by the 1962
‘Geneva agrecments. But the North
Vietnamese judged—the argument goes
on—that both towns had to be taken
to give them sccure access to Route 23
and other roads needed to bring more
supplies downfrom the north. -
All this could mcan the beginning of
a new chapter in the Laotian war. In
therold days, the battle for the trails
in southern Laos was mainly left to
American air power and the “secret
army.” In the past, Prince Souvanna
Phouma, the Laotian prime minister,
has spoken of this war for the trails
as something separate from the Laotidn
war, and implied that the latter could
be settled without bothering about the
former, But at Site 22 regular govern-
ment troops played a major. part for
the first time in this “sccret war.”
The Laotians can hardly sit back ard

‘watch the Pathet Lao and the North
Vietnamese take over the Bolovens

plateau. That would leave the govern-

ment controlling little in the south

except the town of Pakse.

But what can the Laotians do about’

it ? They could send in regular troops
to attack the trail network at 1its
most vulnerable point : to the south-
west of where the two Vietnams and
Laos meet. Some South Vietnamese

generals would very much like to help

with that. One senior Lactian minister
declared that any such move would
‘mean “ political suicide ™ for Laos, But
the prospect in “the south as things
stand now is slow strangulation unless
the government holds its bases. :

|
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“Nine governmant battations strtuoncl {in hortw?
“egastern Burma nesr the bordar with Psopla’s Chingl
- were forced to zbenden a lerge area ... na2ar tie
- frontier” recently, wrote .mx CLu'lJ Pomonti for Le
“Monde, Since 1282, he'said, “skis JﬁnJ hes gong ¢n,
cvirtually  without respitz. ... The regular army [I‘-I
eomposed of 140,000 battle-hardened veterans eomp{x
by the UL, ... Michzal lorow reported recently /
from Lzos; “Burmese bordar officials at the Thai-Bunra
. “border northwsst of hera claim thare is perma znt CIA
fintelliganes-cathering activity’ going on in L\uama nes
the Chinssa eud Leo borcmw, Vinite Chinesa” guerriliss
[rernnants of Chnng Kal-Chak's army .orccd out of
China) numibaring 2000 men armad with #-1, M2 and”
14-1G rn!es de clso s ! by the Burms:2 o be active I
'1n“ same @ rucy in Surna is 83% eocord
to, ihe I?st cnsus: 83% of the worman and 4355 of ti
men can nElther read noywrite, 0 T TS
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. New View of Laos
To the Editor: . :
‘Princess Souvanna Phowma’s letier . : o
] ‘..of Dezc. & conlains a number of serious
R ‘factual crrors which should be :cor-
rected before they add confusion o
thc alrcady coraplex Laotian situation.
=8he argues that while Thoumi Noga-
“van and “Prince Souphanouvong have
.been beliigerent, Prince Souvanna . .
. Phouma has upheld the Laotian tradi- - . :
: tion of nonviolence. Since Nov., 1, 1968, L
. the United Stetes Air Force has con- . ‘ i
_ducted belween 20,000 and 30,000 ' : B
bcmlbmc' sorties tnrounhom Laos, : .
m?kmv it one of the most hmvxy .
bombed nations in the history of war- ' '
: fare. Yet it is Souvanna Phowuma who'
permlitted the bombing to begin in
. 1664, has aliowed it to continug, and
o . .even denies that it is happening.
. It is this massive bombing of homes
: and villages which has forced over
600,000 refupces to flee to government
camps, not the continued presence of
Noith Vietnamese troops, :
- The Princess argues that the 19682
Gnncva Accords broke down because _ o : . -
Souphanouveng kept North Vletnam- :
ese troops in Laos. In fact, the agree- :
ments broke down over the issue of
Alr Amecrica’s arms flights to the \/
ClLA’s sceret army, vhich was con-
ducting sabotage operations bzhind the
' Pathet Lao cease-fire ling. _
Nor is it trus that Souvanna Phoyma
has never allowed foreign troops to
fight on Lao soil. There are currently
over 5,000 regular Thai Government .
troops in Champassal and Savaboury - B
Provinces, some 1,500 Cambodian sol-
dicrs fu Champ: xcsai‘ and an unknown L/
number of “retired” U.S. Green Berets
advxsuw the C.LA’s secrel army. .
“The Princess says that Soupharou- g ) . N
vonv can enid the war simply by taking :
the Cdbmet post which awsaits him in
Vicatiane, However, after his electeral
victory in 1938, Soupﬂauouvmw was
-arrested without ¢ause and held for a
vear untll he barely avoided exccution
by escaping from prison.
.. In 1963 he left the present Covom- ,
“ment With gooo cause after two of his : v ’ o,
political allics in the Government were, ' . ’ ) . o
.-assdssinated in Vientiane. : "
. . ALFRED W, MCCOY . o
» g Now Haven, Dec. 5, 1870 )
The euthor is « docioral student in the
“Asian hxs‘fu_y progiain at Yale, and
. national coordinator of the Conmunittee
: of Concerned Asian Scholars. .
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A CONFLICT almost as old as democratic government it-
[\ self 'is raging ancw in Washinglon these days. The
“ssue is the accessibility of information about Government op-
“erations. This conflict often pits the President and the Ex-
- ecutive Branch against Congress, regulatory agencies against
‘consumer interests, burcaucrats against cnvironmentalists,
‘Congress against the voter, the courts against the bar and,
at times, the news media against all of them. At its highest lev-
‘els, the pitch of the argument is tuned by public dis-
~quictude over the war in Southeast Asia, and by public

ings, veiled in seccrecy,

lead to new military commitments, if not to new wars, .

A current cliché from the political lexicon—"the people’s

right (o know"-—marks the battleficld but does not exactly il-
luminate it. This lofty phrase was first used a quarter of a cen-
“tury ago by the late Went Cooper, then executive director

" of the Associated Press. “It means,” he explained, “that the

. Government may not, and the newspapers and broadeasters

“should not, by any method whatever, curb delivery of any in-
formation cssential to the public welfare and enlightenment.”
The. Constitution, as it happens, does not provide for any
such right. The courts, morecover, have never interpreted the
First Amendment-—which prohibits Congress from abridging
“freedom of speech or the press—as requiring the Gov-
ernment to make unlimited disclosures about its activitics.

Delicate Activitics. Indeed. an uncurbed “right to know”
rcollides dramaticdlly with what might be called “the right
inot to know.” Ever since governmenls were first conceived
‘by man, public officials have argued that certain délicate ac-
tivities of the ‘stafe were best conducted in secrecy-—intel-
‘ligence operations, for instance, or diplomatic dealings. In
the U.S., specific provisions for secrecy have quite often
‘been enacted by Congress, as in the acts establishing the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency and the Atomic Encrgy Com-

_mission. Congress has also allowed business enterprises the

Tight to hold inviolate their trade sccrets, processes and
many other internal operations.

~Inaddition, the courts have upheld the validity of legal stric-
tures concerning the substantial privacy of federal income
tax returns, the raw investigatory files of the FBI, testimony
given to federal grand juries, the confidential nature of the

doctlor-patient relationship, and a host of other matlers.

Morc often than not, Presidents have been able to shield
their personal subordinates and the internal papers of their
Administrations from investigation by either Congress or
the press on the grounds of “executive privilege.”

Many historians, philosophers and journalists agree that
there have to be certain checks on the unlimited right of
the public to knowledge about its government. Clinton -Ros-
siter, a leading historian of the presidency, counted cxecutive

13 Jnit i1 STATINTL

sccrecy in diplomacy an essential prerogative of a President.

Columnist Walter Lippmann, in his classic The Public Phi-
losophy, observed that only within an ideal socicty, where
laws of rational order prevail, is there “sure and suflicient
ground for the frecdom to"speak and to publish.” Even
James Russell Wiggins, former editor of the Washington
Post and an articulate spokesman for press freedom, takes
no unlimited view of “the right to know.” While decrying
the proliferation of governmental sccrecy, he writes: “We
can give up a lit{le frecedom without surrendering all of it.
We can have a little secrecy without having a Government
that is altogether secret. Fach added measure of secreey, how-
“ever, measurably-diminishes our freedom.” ‘
Sccret Details. The question arises whether er not too

“-many measures of secrecy have been imposed upon the con-

duct of public affairs in America. A casc in point is the ex-
traordinary number of military and diplomatic agrcements
the U.S. has made’in recent ycars with an assortment of al-
lics i

the U.S. to aiding other countries if war broke out. More
often than not, details Q_f the commitments were kept secret

that the rep
I 3 N . o
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\
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men  or ecqually inquisitive congressional investigators.

Consider Laos. 1L'is no secret any longer that the U.S. is
today deeply involved in an undeclared war there, allicd
with™ the supposedly neutralist government of Prince Sou-
vanna Phouma against the North Viethamese and the Pa-
thet Lao. Yei only after Scaator Stuart Symington’s Tor-
eign Relations Subcommittee looked into the matler, against
the wishes of the State Department, did the Aracrican pub-
lic learn in detail how U.S. aircraft based in Thailand wcrc/
bombing northern Laos, the? CIA was guiding the operationy
of Mco tribesmen, and the U.S. was providing millions in mil-
itary assistance to Souvanna Phouma—all cleat violations
of the 1962 Geneva accords on Laotian neutrality. :

Among the reasons for secrecy about Laos advanced by
Deputy Assistant Secrctary of State Williamn Sulfivan was
that tHe U.S. wanted to avoid for¢ing the Russians into lak-
ing “official” cogpizance of activitics "about which they
knew only unofficially. Plaintively, Seaator Syminglon sug-
cested that the U.S. public had a valid interest in knowing
what was going on in Laos, since “we could run into the
same kind of escalation as we did in Viet Nam.”

Symington’s subcommittee also uncovered, for the first.
time, details of secret agreements with Ethiopia dating back

w3 yaty

to 1960, undér which the U.S. has armed a 40,000-man

army at a cosl to the American taxpayer of $159 million, Al-
though the extent of U.S. arms assistance 1o Emperor
Haile Selassic is still cloaked by sccurity, Sfate Department
officials admit that U.S. bombs and ammunition have been
used against insurgent rebels and that U.S. military advisers
supervise the training of Lthiopian troops. In defense of
this agrcement, Assistant Secrctary of State David New-
som told the subcommittce that disclosures about Ethiopia
had not been made because of “the great sensitivity™ of the,
Emperor. Presumably, in State Department thinking, the
“sensitivity” of the American public and Congress to this
major diplomatic undertaking was of lesser importance,

Too Much "Exdis." Occasionally, the Government’s con-
cern for secrccy aflects not only the public’s right to know
but its own efficiency of operation. When ofiicials of the
Water Pollution Control Administration flew to New Or-
leans recently to investigate a firc on an offshore oil drilling
platform in the Gulf of Mexico, they discovered that the rel-
evant papers had been locked up by the Inferior .De-
partment’s Geological Survey, which was respansible for
supervising the drilling. A recent study of the State De-
partment’s operations found that too’many reports from-the
field were being marked “exclusive™ or “no distribution”
(“Exdis” and “Nodis” in Stale Jingo). As a result, so much cur-
rent information is restricted to senior officials that the judg-
ment of their subordinates is often irrelevant or out of date.

Information gathered at the taxpayers’ expense is often
kept sccret for no better reason than apathy or red tape.
When Dr. J.B. Rhinc of Duke University, the noted expert
on parapsychology, was asked recently to undertuke some re-
search for the Department of Defense, he agreed-—but at
the same time inquired why an 18-year-old study of his on
the training of dogs to detect land mines had never been =
made public. Apparently, no one had bothered to declassify
the material. A more pressing case of burcaucratic inep-
titude involves the Atomic Energy Commission, which holds -
literally thousands of research papers and reports in clas-
sified storage. The material cannot be released beeause the
commission cannot hire the personnel needed to declassify it
—ecven though the reports would be of significarice for the’
peacefu! dévelopment of alomic energy. '

The Government's preditection to do as much as possible
in secrecy also affects domestic issues of fairly dircet con-
cern to the taxpayer. Linvironmentulists opposed to devel-
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of the stipersonic transport; the Justice Department cluims
ort Is a “presidential dosument” and thus net sub-
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VlEN’J TANIS - "falls aimed
at negotiations b“‘w('on Premier
Souvaima Phouina, Lios rightist|’
and . Laos Communms Law vir-
tually collapsou, high ranking of-
ficiols.here say,
The pnhne minister sces nuo
hope of (alks taking place in the
“immediatc futun,’ a fop, Laos
official said, o
“he - Pathef Lao radio llzzs
cellad the conversations hatwea
- the Pathet T.ao envoy, l’unm
Souk \7c.“ffsu.1' and Souvanna
an “unmwe S

e

lk,s ¢ failing are (A) (om~
mum t nmst nee that Soavaxlnce

serd a plcmp entinry in his ewii
name and not as privae minister
hecausc they say the Leo gow-

eriment is illegal, (B.) Commu~ -

nist insistence on a U.S. bomb-
ing ‘halt in porthern Jeos, (C))
The position of hardeore rightist
cabinet members uader which
Souvanna makes no concessions
particularly on Lao insistence on
North Vietnamese {rosp with.
drawal linked to dny hombing
Hhall, and (I.) the increased
tcmon 01 Lao {ighting in tho past
19 day 1y .

Claimn S:E}‘;pru'(zad

" Diplomais say the reason the

‘the cabinet agr

|

‘Diplerats admit the Cormo-
nist contention Souvanna Phou-

ma s not the pz.emlm, following
the 1964 vightwing couy has
‘sore hasis, | -t

“Souwnxm can do nothing un-
less the right-wing members of
‘ce,” one diplo

said, Piplomats tell of sy
uslarcos where Seuvanua’s
wishes were net foliowed by
rightist pohu. inns or generals
‘and refer to f»{ncrals comnand.
ing Laos m y rogions as “al-
most varlords,

I
e

Diplomats, point out, however,
Jthe  Cermnuanists their
own’ 'nlad"‘ again ouvana

and Koengle fa 1983 wiich helped
deslroy Laos newirality. Diplo-
mats suppert the Yo positi
that & bombing halt should be
linked {o Ncn th V'“mekw
withdrawal, Past cxpericnce hos
proven, Giploweats say, {he Reds
will build up supplies if there is
an unconditional honbing hall,
infiltrate troops to strong posi-
tions and atle ek i Lalks fail,

Cariot and “‘m\

“It’s the old ‘carrot and siick
gatae,” a dinlomeat said. ‘Th
ofier Souvanna the carrot
seftlernent  then whump hin

over the head with 111‘-11‘,21 e

fion.” lied ailacks contribu
to the inereaced i
ing in L'v s are now part of tha
“whump,” diplanats say, es the

talks collapse,

|

The Reds despe a[ ly want o
venecutralize Lians. {o give Ul
political prciection for sanciu.
aries now bui Lu aguh on theto
Chi Minh Wrajlin € the ‘South Loos
panhandie to support the Viet
nam aud Cambodia offensives,

- supply of Lo
. U.S.~commaz‘.:va {ribal" special

| “EIA-RDP80-016

The U..» is well” aware of this.
With tight control throuzh the
atas end tie

forces hearing the brunt of fight-
ing whils the royal army dacs
virtually nothing, the UL s in
position  to p:ucm Souvanna
making cencossions,

Yo officials aie not nﬂmg out
the possibility the U.S. or Saigon
will slrike against the present
1o Chi Minh Trail baildup.

CEAE ],frivaiv Army

US. or South Vietnmmesa
strikes ogainst ﬂh }LU Chi Minh
Prail would uadoubte mv be to
dhe U.S. de(;'ﬂ.o "he trail,
und n"pvofevf ion of a0 neulrali-
ty, has cost thousends of Ameri-
can lives inn the Victnain war,

While such a move may facili-
tale 2 U.S. pi ﬂlovtnou) Victnam
there  uadotibledly would be
marked (’uteuomtv o in thee
laos siluation where the U.S,
through a CIA private srmy
{housands strong, hos favolved
itself inextricably,

Deapite possible dire conse-
quences for their country should
Washinglon or  Sajgon move

'vf'xmxt the (rail, meny Lao offi-

cials say m'\) would weldome it.
They cxpect the In "omina war
o bmst in full fury on Lzos and
Cambodia in Yebruary or .\Mlu}
next year, They fear they will ba
snowed under by poveriul Tanol
forces anyway, -

STATINTL

Y
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VIENTIANE, Laos

WHEN ASKED ABOUT the

American bombing, a Pathet Lao
defector, a form er lienienant,
said: “We would move through
the forest, i ‘small groups. We
had our owii methods to hide, But
‘the, people.had to slay near their
wvilleges, Yor every soldier who
was T: lwu, H0 villagers died from
the bosnbing. I never had a man in’
: m) ‘company killed or even in-
Sjured from the bombing.”
The commaent vidderscores the ¢s
diletnma of American air power in la
t!lﬂ\lg it does extensive (‘mm;\. to lhu
. Pathet Lao civilian infrastrecture, it is

relatively ineffective against n.llt'aly Ln-
Fgots, _ :
Despite the n‘m*‘,ﬂ?velbomb‘r" of the 1:’.st
twg years, the United States now finds it-
self in a we's] er position in Laos then at
any time since the '
last two'yoars, Commuuis
northern Leos took the major bases of Na
Xhang and Mouug Sovi, rendered Sam
H*uuv inactive a3 a contzr for refugre op-
erations, and installad thomsalves in foree
" southivest of the Plaiy of Jars for the first
tiine. Tu southern Laes they capturéd the
provinc‘al capitals of Saravene and Atlo-
peir, and-extended their control over most
of Laos’s six southern provincss.

THE CiA-divected Armace
has taken high lnsses, and

sartiol

s{ forces in

Clandestine
according to

informed sources is no longer capable of
L earrying o-‘* a s ad OLJ\.llJI\'D The

Royal Lao Army, assizned to <ta.|" de-
fensc of major towns and bases, has
found its area of contiol shtinliug mmm-
Iy.

At this writing, me Royal Luo Govern-
ment contvols li Hile more thau 10 to 20 per
cent of Laos’s teriltory. This consists pri-
marily of small islands of territory
around the 12 (or 16) pmvin izl capitals

stili In RI.G hands. Most ¢f the area is
- supplied by aiv, aud no more than a few

“hundrved milles of roeds are considered .,
safe for travel by American of Lao c¢ivil-
sdanoflicial's, The Pathet Lac control
about 60 por cmt of Laos. The rfemainder
Jis a no man’s land where small roving
bands of Con wnist guerrillas fox\v.».hll
permanent RLG presencs,
“The military ineflectivencss of air pov-
_er was BMusteated by tu, well-publicized
Cbattls for the P w3 by Febroary,
- 1970, Degpite soma of (1 vizst bomwb-

] ool Lin Soviet T . aa well
g to date, nmmm" the of 1- ([f,'\f"]‘ l(; 'h “",\,("],. :}ijv‘f‘“{l,““_’f’ a snn ‘Ilrl“l' G of Ly
- . A, A3 INCTut o wapulation, ooy milins Y
92s dn portweric Leos, Comg r\l [orees a"l l ainod the T \l; I(‘H:n”l Lilled {, 1 analyais
.o susiatiod ey ~ithey o atng
reteok, the Plain in five days. In. Ray, rine (e '.‘4\| Lo ; 10{ (\ o ;.. nadied Tathier o
1961, Lofore llw v [ g pne b bo ‘ 31' ub‘ é ﬂ Y- S
bt (i ApRroyed qu Release 2001/0 04:1.c1A-RDP8-01601Rd00700020001:5:
alrici, s ¢ FRgie Rt H N
! . . Si 4 un
days. < g’,‘ltc amps, howeser, report the [ a

gir var bzgan. In the '

©casses inrecent yo

REFUGERS and defector sources indi-
cata that the bﬂm‘mg, increased mioral
and corsbat e fficiency of Patiiel Lao
troops, and led ta a replacement of losses
with men and materic! from North Viet
Nam. L

A young refugee who fought with the
Pathet Lao for five years recently: ex-
plained: “Belare the hombi :
Creally -didn’t Loow what they rcant by
Amevican imperialism.” Most of us lmd
never even secn an American. But the
bombing made us hale (he Americans
very much, We fought much I:' ‘der than
we ever had ofm(, for our villeges and
families, homes and belongings.” )

Refugees [rom the Pldm of Jars ‘-uv
that fn 1964 and 1935 volunieerisn for th
Pathet Tao army was about 26 per C'cnt.
But by 1969 almost all young men and

‘.\'omen were willing to voluntecr (o fight,.

o

t was “Dbetter o die fighting then hiding
in a trench,” they often said.

In hc mle p’)mm tedcivili
morcover, “People’s Avmies” needed to
devolz a good d of their tims and ro-
sources (o working tozethier with the local
populaiioa. Buf in st ach areas as the Plain
i n ponuld-

rmived

an areas,

S

é;m 4 GF '
IFred BEranfaen, 2 graduate of the
University of (“]A,Lc,\o and the Jar-

‘vard School of Educalion, has spent
thirec and a half yearr in Laos teachs
ing and resear Iis chapter,
“The Americon FExecutive V/ar In
Laos: 1964-1970, will appear in
“Laos: ¥War & Revolution,” t¢ be re-
leased this raonth Ly Ilarper & Row,
The throe articles of which this 1'3
the last were Pased on kis own gbe
servaiions of the Anlerican misston
operations in Laos-and ot Interviews
with miore than J000 refugces
‘athet Lao defectors.

ug.

R E B e W L T S AT (T T 1 Y K VA A

{ivit was takea down to Viza-
tianz v February 187, the
Pathet Lao seere for maore
exclusively  military  activities.

Defectors indicote that this iu-
creagsed combal efficiency.

A MY to Pathet Lao suce
s had Lot

help o North V
the bambing of N
failed in its prim
pertly |

heenusz of

"‘\

Tnereased  North Vielnamnese  loss of oneor r“'m‘c mérabers
mlhlaw pnite took on major their lmmediata fwailies,
ary objectives Leld by RLG have bheen wow uwd th
. Though  Putbet Lao fmm the bombing., A sample
ys far cutnembore cfugen villages from
namese  involyid. ]"Ltm of .Tc‘.l.« indicate

20

“the

Viet in 1
fielting in Lang, the grealer ex- G ilty rale was .b-;',‘.v-"»'-cn 3
perienices and skill of {he Viel- aud 10-pee cent. This s
we them a role sig- that the over-all nvmb
ficant heyond their numbers, and’ wo unded in more 7
Arias, zmn;wniti(m and rations  bomi:ed areas can L“ cumtf !
lowed in sleadily to Paihet intthe tens of thousands,
1o forces from, Nerth Viel-  Tie repart that rios!

; inc»,u;r

Joof the woundad were st
o antipersoanel bomibs, N

and - fragmontstion

nan, waking u
by the bowmbi
Althougn the

‘could

ing-

nut halt the progr ‘(nf Com- count for a swaller but sizabls
raunist gm"rﬂ forc it did, in part, Deaths appoar to bo
a1y,

1 explava- caused by the larger 259,
: ,‘ a price.”” and. 759 pound bombs. Refug
a heavy aleo report that mewt of § :
the & of heavy

the words of
tion, ”]\M.L thmv
The air v

toll of the c]vihan 'lfu’“I'LlC- Fages in
ture : bajsbing have been Jeveled
Accrm‘.n'r to hoth f\mericm . o i
end Dritish Lrab woeatimad R L FUG i.; EE explain ¢
more  than  1LOG,E20 porsons their principal reason for wish-
'mnlv inhabit Pathet Lan g 10 come on tie govevinnond
it ‘ a5 TP, R
_ Those whe have received ]“ “! has b to euscape
e ]‘.Crl\lﬁ;,t bambing are the DOMDH ng. e
80 -n..’m"' in- ]"J”""“ peo
S and Migpe BESVHY hom.w* areas o
' - b e ng ot TG I3
‘(mum" provinces in porther last few yeers, il is rot

that the Pathet
base hus hen
weakened

Exact figures are unobisina-
ble but it appe

I,m W
signil

er of & mil
rin the four
provinwes through
the . Ho Chi Mink

Taos, and the
lien people
southern
which runs

tiaill ars thaf the
Tnterviews with refusecs from Pathlet Lao have gained hs
these  arees indicute the @ cqual number of no

bhombing has broughi aidera- tl"‘nv"h new territory ink
hle hud‘“'np to tie cmlv,n pop- Tecent. yoars Most of {}_}._,
ulation, forcing them literally £°03 who ’U\“comc to th:
uhdereround, In and ]ﬂ"q CImW‘AI side, _rm £
mo.l of the villages socve evac- the oider 2
Tied down 1 o familleg young T

vatad. he yuuné, men and
and balongings, the \11‘ ‘g ro- Women } ve remained ywith th:
mained in the fores cas Patiet Lao ariy.

‘near their villnge: iu Thove are many Lao offic
“eaves and bunk mr« in Vientiape who argue that

coming, out to Imm 591 rice at thz whele the Pathiet Luos hav

night. gaived from the
NERMAT, activitios wers seri-, 2t by bei

ously rumup ed. Markels wore DI° numbar ol non-producy
closed, & festivals and citfzens, There s fcur also Uil
weddings cu'tld no longer be the refugees reiain leyally (o
held, health aud educational the Pathlet 1.uo and pose & Lo

serviees were cortailed, Normel tontial th in the Mzkoig
coinmerce and trode ground to River towns near which they

a- halt, lun e been placed,

i;a‘ 1‘01 pu '11

“that woere hy mmb‘ out (ch"h'
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at Long
’J to sulk

'
¥é Jl&.("(_e,

fi,g.mw h&xd much 1.3 'c’l.O prith \/
the LLI Als ha:'dJ Jine on the - STAT'NTL
bombina.

As long as ihe Alr Force
plucb4 fivst mo,ny oa the air
I'rca Lmnt’m'uz, 2 g,mduafn of the Umveuliy of Chca*o ond the Har 17 war over Nerih Vielnara, hove
Schoal of FEducziion; kas spent three and & half years in Leos tc“ch:n/ ad -ewer, Sullivan sﬁtS anie 10_‘_211'-
rescarching, His cha !)Lfr “Phe American Fxecuitive VWar 1a Lass: 1.00--- f’)rc" a ‘"‘I‘T"’ of lim? f strixes.
1870,% will eppear. in “Laos: War & Revoluidon,” to be released this monih cly 1w "“TC”"C
C by Tarper & Rew, The accompanying acticle is hased on his own observations
‘of the Americen mission operations in Laos and on Jmczwe»v.s with more than

3 = mzos of hiz oo :boteir
= 1000 refngees and Z mwt f.( e defectors. ) ) _'u_w o h1~ 0--111} Loto .
) : . ‘ - d - tien team, Sulliva n m
: L) FLED BRARY 2‘-.1’*{ A ep tabs o 1aost of ﬂ:eb 1}
S : COD)U’ it Dlspateh Naws Sarviee Imu 'mtmuc. ) ) _ L\/x «rv tha hbomb i 11 g heoo
ETIENE S . SECOND OF A SERIES ’ - four ,,1 ‘DLO’I'Qil;]:‘t"b\”CZt _
L : ’ VIETIANE, La U *osigned to \Ilurl*lcu)\ Althoughy
. ‘ ‘ At sy H . Ty o vere Iy 218 )f o
, AN © ]1‘0 F.! ’\N PROVERDB, “when the elephants fight, the 2” f;fé‘,.rc,"ef‘l,q; \vfg fc((:ﬂ:‘
a w fon o PO P T e . Ta . rGree, 12 yere tassigned
grass gets t.v "ipl\.& > usually appliad to battles between outside ; awers to the topgeciel pro‘..—;ct

X
here. It is .c Wy apt, however, in describing the conflicts among g,
giant America n 'cgfl cies over the use of aiv power in this small naticn, nel. As .,.mh, th

il

ecily

I resoonshile o 115 a lhﬂc\,ornur
_ The history of 1“)1 cy-making in the aiv then be presopted to the archassa Soin )0\« F TeCCRNAIsIAn ron film
var iz largely one of conflict between  final approval LJOA;,bGl."‘g turned over {9 4. lo thons provided an ivda
hard- and sopi-line- elements in the De-  the Alr Force for execuiion. e .

partment of State, Peatagon and Central
Intelligence Agency.

" Debate has raged over such qu
as which villages would be bo

Sullivan, the «mb zrador cuid
riod, was oppesed to 1y
ing of civilian talgd_\, and Impo;;_i oih

) ‘ - tations such as forbidding the use of
‘whether nzpalm \..O’J.]” be used and he I in lj'\)l_ﬂ’l(_r‘nl areas, Ile argoned

’man_\, afreralt would be made available b:‘.‘:l"'lll\’ that a 1w 4 alr '\,u[‘ Co,.]u
for & glven optration. Gradually, as con-  only result in an oa«:ah« 1 grovnd war,
trol flowed to the Aiy Foice, as the influ-  and possibly onen up a second frout for
ence of the CIA v greater, and as a  the United Stales in Laos,
new Amc}riczm ambasszador cr-;x;lmtto xfly Recause he onposed the introducti Lactical OV.C ‘
more and more o air power, the tougher eries i o aeainst (ha > - & d

’ lil':e.. was lﬁ.k‘:}l . ) %];]!L\]ICI:;E ’]%Ili}ll 211 I“‘li‘)].sl {1"4;: 1511’_?" :’nh'ljll:’ 1]‘ ’E’ '\'l‘(“" }0 three L}.O i Lh >

; us it was often most
COMINOL COF the air war involves two S‘“““t“,‘ was in ﬁegu&r_-nt conflict Witk ¢y assess wihen a given
aspacts: 1"L,Et ng and C’r-' the niilitary and the ClA. . had cceurred, or

'tzonul control has alvays rested with tn 3% 1887 T3XE CIA had b,come a force- T rafble for it In
Air Force. As former Awbsssador Wil- ful advocaie of bombing population czn. TECO: alscance was rar

Cliam 11 Sullivan said in Sonw carvings  ters in Pathet Lao tCL'lLCx‘,’. Unlilie V Lﬂn haﬂ not Lze
last May, “The Air Force doas not sgeand  pam, where ifs "'im fonction wes
the corumzud of its um,xcf» . .. to the gence-gathering, the CIA has

ARG

\RE of \a"mca"un
had 1(% ]mum ons,

ere 101
R Ae:lmr
“‘10 Q-
45 ud

1¢

contro! of the ambassmlm mately invelved in operaiions b
Yrom 1h“ Vcry has he Alr Yoroa It directs the 30, C“‘J mau Arm

&

“dotermined how rmavy s would bz destine, which does the bullk of the
flown, which aireralt anJ ordnance would N8 Vith its own teawi of phioto inieg

iy . . § . H - L .
be used and srhon ‘u rikes vould be made,  ©f% controlof reconns o, ordnante il ‘{l’ it
: and teaws of lacal ground o;:mr av asa 'i'”l mﬂ
CIA has played a Ley rele iu
sessions as wall. As the Avines
tine began suffering revers
ground, the CTA held that heavy bonit
of the Pathet Lao civilian infrast
Was NeCessary,

Jts uoq*lon wu.. in 1,‘

From May 1834 until November 1663,
however, the ambassador ratained a good
deal of functionel control aver the allim-
portant area of tavgeling, Photo recen-
naissance wnits in Thailand, Sourh Viet-
nam and Lacs and the CIA would submit
targéts to the ambassador for epproval.
The authorized list n rod more than

t conditioned Ly dur t

860 by 1he {all of 10 the atiitud en by Meo Gea. Veong Peo, lﬂ“‘ civictionas on the am-
AT ; iha fa .
* E g.ll“' of 1635, 1 Le held at vho cnnl[uls m(-at ol the Artnee Clas co '1t1 V2
Sach week a meeling would be held at : .

tine’s forces, Vang Pao iz g
tant to Iauach colfensives w
preceded by ve Ansoricon |
He is well krown in Laos for his

Udora Air I'orce La-n
“tended b) repr
dor, Air 17 o vea
gels would bz
fist for the w

CNoo in
Nao was a in mMmm
‘Lans, abot 't tvo aniles from a
Comamunist of-landing area
= ncar Highvay 19,
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“mission operations In Laos and on interviesws with raere than 1000 ro[u o7
‘Pathet Lao defectors

thousands of refusees relocated near Me-

-ed by the United States Agency for Tuter-

ters are on file here.

‘ngainst villages occur, they differ a3 to

_place responsibility

~trail, and the number of ahéralt a\r.ll hla

Fred. Branfiizi, a graduste of the University of Chicag
School of Education, has spent three and a half years in Lac :
researching.” His chapter, “1'he, American Executive War I LEIOS' 19 6~'-19”"’
will appear in “Laos: War & Révc-lut{ou,” to he released tLis month by IHarper
& Row., The ac compan ving article is based on Lis observations of the Amcz‘ican

By FRED BRAKEMAN
Coparight, 1850, Dipateh, News Serviee It
FIRST C“‘ THREE ARTICLES _ )
’ _ . ) : . VlEN’l'IANVE, YLaos
. WHO MAKES THE TOLICY tc bomb Laos?
-~ With (he United States conducting one of the la igost Bomhing carm
}Ml"n in histm‘y,’invul'\-‘in more than 230,000 b)mbmv uLllk(‘b a year
al % cost of more then one and one-hall billion dellars, e ans YO
not always been CT ar cul. Pathel Lo e_\r_oas of northern Laos were
-HLEC in Laos the widespread bombing heavily l:‘ mh d in retaliation for t the ;
of villages and the displacement of mure g}gn[i’;]?c‘('u_‘;i:: t vielory at MNam Bac, two
than 100,000 residents in Patbet Leo zones. Although a Tew villages, thought fo con-
is'an acegpied fact. Bombing accounis by (ain moilitary equipment, wece targated,
most of the bombing of \Jlagm in this po-
riod came by accident, or throush the
dumping of unexponded ordinance. When
bombs cuuld ot be droppad bocauss of
bad weather, unaxpeeted antiaiveralt five,
or mechonical m.,.hunctiran, pilots needed
to dump their bowbs before returning to
Although American cfficials here ean-+ base. The bombs often caded vp in popu-
cecle in private that frequent siy lated regions. )

aafinnal

kong River thwns have become common
knowledge. Many such narratives colle

national Development and CIA investigas

DR ZONES in 111.1\:))umt>d 1cg1rnvf
existed but were rarvely used. Az one aiv
mat put it, “If one droppad one’s lo
a dump zone, one had to ans
tions. The Alr Torea is not in tha bu
of wasling bombs.” .

The Driendly village of, Ban Done in the

TO SORT QUT the issue, it i~ necessary [0 novth of Lacs was Lombed twice in
to undgrstand the nature of the air effort  his mamer in 19 1.
here, for the roots of the dzcision to bomb
civilian fargets lie both in the vastness of
the air war and its in=ffectiveness against
guerrilla fighters.

Bombing in Laocs wax steady hut in
small doses from iis beginning in May
1;‘«) $until November 1603, With the over-

I focus of Awerican bombing on North o ,
nnrj South Victnam during this paricd, av- brought in from “"““ an

pevsonnet
Yoree,

who is responsible.

Em 5
zith the Alr
while the m ilitary insist s sime
ply Joliowzd Embassy 3 Ticla
tively little information ubouL palicy-raa 'L-
ing has been made public,

Noverlb watag polatl.
Plaves that hee Morth Vizt-
nary were divas into Laos aftar the
borbing halt of Nov, 1. As the
dovi in South Vietnam, p
we ]1.

lanes were

erage daily soriics tataled no e re than  The dimensicas of the air war ‘\,\10*"
209 strikes by 1983, The Am werican A ab eted. Aveiage d ”IV sortics soon shet up
¥ - ;
sador exercised direct to 600 or 700, sometimes gelsg as high as
slrikes wore aedina ﬂm 15368, Relinble sourees C,’s'.x!]'ll(f& e cost ol
) , :

the air war in 1559 was
Vel over 200,600 sor
liviering

1.7 bitlica dellars.
5 were flown, de
over 5,080 tons of orduarce.
has coatinued ai rovghly tha

rarély excecded militnry noeds
The policy was Lo ay I,cmh‘.n targets
When towns or villagss were hit, it was
usually die to 2 controlled and limited de- | S2ime Tevelin 1070,
civon. 1n MApproyed:For-Relsase 2001/03/0
Plain of Jars and Saw“iNeus Provinee in | o2 of st atrinen, situaied o
- . ~ bases in Thailand, South Victivan, Guam

-.of NiHs‘ooxo Control, which co-o:
'y
1

L their way throu

ar scaled ”

and Okinawa, and ca_rrics‘r}; of the Scventh
Fleet.

The air soace above Palhel Lao zones
was soon filled with well over ]("" dr
craft daily: light
feety A _,, A2, end T-28 o
AC-AT and AT-135 <"n'~“h’p~:\
and réscua zad puonship helicop!
E900; 14, F-205, and B-5T jet Iig hiers and
jet nmm* alssance aireraft at l 08¢, KG-

o ok -
at 20,00 0 CI ﬂs filleqt

spolte x planes a 2(;0
P })X'Tllh“l\

135 supea tanke
with electronic gear desig
nate the bombizw of spazcific sectors at
23,000; B-% 2 bombérs at 20,600, and C-130s
\.l.l)l‘.tu all

;
‘the bombing in Laos, at 35,609 fee

ESPINSIVE euchomc ecuipment has
b“com& <lt ndard in this new phase of the
air war. Task Lorce Alphe alone, de-
swned lo monitor tralfic along the'Ho Chi

mh trail through Lleclronic scnsors, is
c&tlm ted Mo ha\'" cost 3 billicn “dollars,
aLovo the expendituré on the bunbing.

Availebls bomber s soon out stripped
such conventional military turgets as
knowan Lroop conventration, arius d‘:]NL,,
trucks and t uck p As it bocame noe
essary to find new targets for the cxp?nd-
ed ajr fleet, dozons of ponulation center
vere removed from the lcotu.t.d Hrflet

]ntlh" .
Reasans for doing so are cm""b related
.
fo the nature of the terrain in:Pathe! Lao

zones, Three faclors stand out,

Difficulties of locating military targels
in these forested zind mountzinous regions
ave forrn rnd'»bI Litite can be soen by day
except a ve aropy of jungle n'ierrupr-
ed by vil al stand out like bald
spots. Ni
ilhnninated by flares and ¢
ted through a night
light scope.

THE PAYIERIN of guerrilla activity
alzo Timited eficetiveness, Conmuinisi
guerrillas slecp by day, niove by night un-
der the cover of jungle. They are on the
move coistaitly, usuall ty in sm: all squads
ammunition deep in the
forest, Arms and supplics o
thz dark, by cclurens of porters threading
tha jungle o by truck.

It is not swrprising to lcawn that in-.
formed sources uaa nunowe!y report that
precise intelligence on lroops or supply
movement was rarély available for the
effective use of air power.,

But even with good intelli
tive contral of enamy moves
becn -possible.

The liat of i

£ observation is limited to that

daik blobs spot-
t reconnaissance star-

and hide ‘u..,.

ce o[fcc;

»

it has not

eri

adequacies of air technole-
gy in o puzrrille armies is a
long on : to light up the ground,
electronic sensors to record sounds, in-
frared photography at nigh( to pick up
weat eiizsions from the smeall trucks used
on the trail; radar designed to “see
theouph trecs.” All were employed, but
fell short of their desigued intentions.

Novemoal on the Ty Chi ]
tinved v ‘}:inc"
< A Uu vd de

1
- factor Teading 1o the
'--ml-nﬁmz ceitfers have heen
Lreng on the ground,

4ot @FA RE)P80-Q11601R0Q070002006165*

iderable
at Nam
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od to co-ordi-
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h trail con- -

STATINTL




Nl o

Lo : hmop G0 STAR

ClA- RDP80

Py

Approved For Release 2001103164 G

f
H . e
i
!

STATINTL

cther Jﬂcul gzcmlli airsirip
100 milzs east of Vientiane Sat-
/) L G whtdrw wrday in what the mititary say is
called (he paili- (o Communist allempd {ofind a
jere prave of oW supply route inte the 1laing

e R .

rovgieut 11 glof Jars, Uhe plcsn.i <um]y
)\umm to be rm:tc, Roeute 7, 15 ender heavy
U.S. air atintk,

J’ancu Lo redio c}rzim d the
suarrillas were low umrtf onora-
iol|fions  egainst the Med ]oéisilc -
1 Ban on oute
OULCES e, fv ﬂ\”‘
Ler s..c‘l 9 i

nl'zce

ORI st {LV

{r‘lhuw

goult cn ¥ .um)(-* cla
th’* enst . Prolovens f.
platezu, fei

L
I‘OIN Vietnnulese \}o qugr“]lm . : _
i U'“ hose perimater) ™ yao yailitary sources eccused
uly after heod k’ o Neds of lawaching sporadic
i on  governmeit
"I rrm‘r- vl the
g Soui, Ben
1 Che CIA s
g)hu* il mm-
in Laos and js blockin
correspondernts ﬁom travel to
vea as both sides make of-

i
nﬂ

; 1) [ R \‘

side (“Vl'“*“‘ o ’L.m’s rim atl 7
Na and }l‘.h'ur-
sensilive "Wu

. . m;a ju :‘\,
an cstimeted 100 ba_uw om.‘.w
: tho por nmter.

Gover: nnent force N
snore than 52 ki Ic\l an f(.r;:.u ¢ -C]"“‘““(‘?' o e
ed Preier  Scuvanna FPhouma
< . Jalicves the Pods zre exertine
¥ owes nob kuown w l“'h"l‘ ].:c]l vES the Xcds c'n”o, EXCTLING
. any Alnerienn Cmey nr pressure” for con-
. . thore viore y any Amcrican cas- : .
valtizs versations  with Souwvenne . at
.cnei {hang Khay, souwees close to .

the Covaraimn " _ th_cz'pre mler say.

CiA gu positions on the| The fg»‘e?ll.zfrt Li2o radio, howev-

Csoutkoast of “e of the Doluvens !y, claiing the S] ao effort in

platsan, the Ban Nau c‘ en “erested ob-
Arformacd military eources be-|stacles” fo a Mbang Bhay mect- -

Jl”\’u the Cmmﬂlhhf\" ’m {ryingling. . .

cur tha US.-Tao gu el Lao anilitavy sourcos said to-

ositicns on tha Q“)Sf l,,y;_f of | day that 11 \l“""“ chiefs have .

the Bolovens Flatean, These po-|baen cuted by the Cornw- ’

_ sitions ere vsed {o harass tho Ho |nists in recent weeks in an af-

, Chi Lijah trail, tempt {o influence a future Lao
N : Military sonrces sald the U.S. [cleciion, -

sece gathoring oporatien| - In other weekend fighting, 44
there was hawspered by the|Communisls weve killed in the
Communisl offensive and cnemy |northeast conlral Loos lown 01

K forces 0\7”1:""1 111\.‘0*10 Moc, an- ll»'z:;ﬂm.
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Bj acquces ,JuLu.hOJ’
Pac: ific News Ser,:zcc
" Sam Newa, 1.aos.

Wc hag come to Sam Nena province from
- Hanoi. The Soviet-made command car pro-
ceeded hice upmua over a road struck by borabs
and made slippery by the rain. It took almost
two full nights to rea 4 here, after rouch
Sdding in the sud end many Gangerous
encounters with tru ""s on the small mountain
roed o
. To the vuj snd of the journey, the carhad
‘to be navisated between c1t ters lwt by borabs
and rockets. A wooden ladder leaning across
the .limestonc rock gave - access 1o the
‘cave-hotel, a matural hole in the mountaii;
“improved” wiik dyr?:mt . A tiny motor
distributed that extremely rare e commodity in
liberated Laos: electricity.
This retreat for hunted gm
by Kempeth Pholsens, an en fi
of Moscow Univers
Pholszna, the Lao
Affairs & ﬂd neutraiist lcade* vho v
ed in Vienlanc i 1962
_Life here isv eiy simple, On & roc
which forms the entrance to the ¢
basin has been sit; 2 dangerous
anyonc to stick his hoke too far outjat times it
10 L..ub shaving beczmse of the
jets from Theailand prowiing about. Then, one
Yies. flat on the floorof the cave, his only view a
‘glimpse of the sky and a- {few flowerpols
attached to ihe rock Hy vire, It is a difficult
life, bud stu] possible in this season, But when
cason besins, -water penctrates {he
ehalky’ mass and drins fnto the “hotel.” It is a
sitent world, for the surrounding villages have
disappeared ‘.nﬂ the inhabitants also live hidden
in the mountains. Some water buffalo and a
few pigs wander about at our feet among the

1

ade oy U.S. bo,.‘os

H

'Da.ﬂ‘-j Clenl\u !Jr’

. As usual, at {7 AM. an AW 6 phm prowls
cles for about 10 minules, then
leaves. At 7:30 thc plane returns, make a pass
and drops three lo :1\'3@ saveral miles from the
“hotel.” At 8 AM. there is a flight of jets. At

"8§:30, new jets and bo,nos The same operat tion

m 9 AM,

One of the oft ieials of the Sam Neua district
told us that during the first three years of th

bombing alone, 65 villages were destroyed, This
is o fizure bs powb to verify for a short
report, but it is a fact, that between Sdn‘. Neua
and a place about "O miles away, not a single
housz in the villages end }mn“w; had been
spared. l‘hlf(‘S have b‘ en destroyed and fields
1ddied with bomb craters,

is

At the other end of S

Sam Neua the sight is

even ‘more painful. Enornmous craters ars
everywhere. Churches and mdny'housas are
demolisned. In order to be sure of nitting

anyone who might be living there, the U.S.
dropped frag: *.mtah on bombs. Here by the side
of the Toad lies a discimbowelled *‘snother
bomb.” All moum., the earili is.covered with
unexpioded  “daughter bombds?) containing
hundreds - of steel pellets. One of them hud
rolled into @ shc“ wnder 2 mat, mortally
wounding three psopiec who had talen refuge
there. © -

“all Americans must get out of Laos!” This
assertion continually comes up in conversations
with Pathet Lao cadres wio musi be :;ct on
their own ground in order to appr cx:- ¢ how
fundamental this demand is for them. Iy 1 thei
minds it 3s not only a cucstion of stepding the
air raids. The A Auc.lc.‘us themselves must pu
out, as well as the “private” air companics (A
America, Cc-n'incuul) which supply provisions,
arms and indeed more then 3G00 “advisors” (of
whom 772 are military afteches at the U.S.
embassy) to the CIA-supporied Moo sceret
army of Gen. Ven Pao. For the Pathct Leo,
Washipgton's infiuence on the various aspects
of dmy life must dlsappear entirely.

>
:

Miilions of ;'cfu-"ms : N
¢ - of Laog beaan some five
Q, }~ -4 Pnantom and F-105 Thunder-
chicf fizhiter bombers which cairy 10,600 to
15,000 pounds of bombs and B-52s which cany
four lo six times thar bomb load, have made
daily runs. This past year they are 1e voried io
have flown over 20,050 sorties a month. This is
over Sam Neva and the Piain of Jérs area glone,
which does not include the saturation bombing
of the Ho Chi Minh trail in southern Laos. The
result, as U.S. a nb“swdm to Laos Q.
McMuriire Godley testified before the Senate
Foreign - Relations Cox: nittee, x\ tlu.. almost
onc-third of Laos® population of 3-million has
been made intd homeless 1‘@1‘115_005.
The inhabitants of Sam Neua:
the reasen. for this deluge of fire a ¢
don't even know wherg America is, :says
sasant woman whose daughter has just bcc
killed. She has lost everything she hud.
peasant remarks, “T-understood notaing lha
was said about American aid and againsi the
United States. After the raids on my village 1
knew wha th”’ neant, Bvely um"' A merican,
far and w d is'hated by the people.” ~
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..t By Jacques Decornoy

- The writer is Southeast Asig corres-
porzdent for the Paris newspaper  Le
Monde and hes made frequent visits to
North  Vietnam and . Communist-con-
trolled ' areas of Laos. The following
article waos distributed by Dzspatch

News Seemce

AM NEUA, Laos—We had come to
Sam Newa province from Hanol
The  Soviet-made command car,pro-
ceeded, hiccupping over a road hit by
bombs and made slippery by the rain.
It took almost two full nights to reach

4hele

' A wooden ladder lcmmv across the

limestone rock gave access o the
cave-hotel, a natural-hole in the moun- -

tain that had been “improved” with dy-

‘pamife. A tiny motor distributed that
-extremely rare commodity in “liber-

ated Laos™: electricity.
" This retreat for hunled vueznllas is

.run by Kenpeth Pholsena, a graduate
of Moscow University and daughter of
Quinim Pholsena, the Laotian Foreign -
Winister and neutralist leader who was
,asqassma{ed in 1963,

" Life here is very simple. On a rocky

-platform which forms the entrance to
the cave, a wash basin has been set, a

daungerous place for anyone {o stick his

‘nose too far out; at times it is impossi-
' ble to {finish shaving because of the
:jicts from Thailaud.

N L

29 J3'-E{a‘r1970
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When tuc rainy scason begins, W'\ter
penetrates the chalky mass and drips
into the “hotel” It is a silent world,
for the swrrounding villages have dis-

appeared, and the inhabilants also live

hidden in the mountains. Some water
buffalo and a few pigs wander about
among the craters made by the Ameu
can bomhs.

On a typical morning at 7 o’clock, an
AD-8 plane appears overhead. It circeles
for about 10 minutes, then leaves. At
7:30 the plane returns, makes a pass
and then drops three loads several kil

-ometers from the “hotel.” At 8 ¢’clock

there is.a flight of jeis. At 8:30, new
jets and bombs. The same operation at
9 o’clock.

One of the officials of the Sam Neua
distriet told us that during the {first
three years of bombing alone, 63 vil-
lages were destroyed. This is a figure
impossible to verify, but it is a fact

" that between Sam Neua and a place

about 30 kilometers away, not a single
house In tne villages and hamlets had
been spared. Bridges have been de-
stroyed, and fields riddled with bomb
craters.

At the other end of Sam \CUd the
sight is even more painful. Enormous
craters are everywhere, Churches and
many houses are demolished, By the
slde of the road lies a disemboweled

“mothe:. bomh,” All atound for tcns

o e oA [

)

el in Oz:

. into ho'neless YDIH“QGS

B ZIL/

v

'7“:-’;, /*’0” /f \U/

of metcxa, the earth is covered with
unexploded “daughter bornhs” contain-
ing hundreds of steel pellets. One of
them had rolled onto a shelter, uader
a mat, mortally wounding three people
who had taken refuge there. )
“All Americans must get oul of
Laos!” 'This asseriion continually
comes up in conversations with Pathet
Y.ao cadres, In their minds it is not
only a gquestion of stopping the air
raida, The Americans themselves must
pull out, as well as the “private” air
companies (Air America, Continental)
which supply provisions, arms and in- .
deed more than 3,000 advisers (of
whom 72 are military attaches at the

"U.S. Embassy) to the CIA-supported
" Meo Clandestine Army of Gen, Vang

Pao.

Since- the bombing of Laps began
some five years ago, F-4 Phantom and
F-105 Thunderchief fighter-bombers
and B-52s have made daily runs. This’
past year they are reported to have
flown over 20,000 sorties a month, This |

" js over Sam Neua and the Plain of Jars

area zlone, which does not include the
saturation borabing of the Ho ChiMinh
trail in southern Laos. The result, as
U.S. Ambassador to Laos G. DMe-
Muririe Godley testified before the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
is that alinost one-third of Laos' popu-
lation of thrce million has been m"d
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v By WILLIAW BEECIIER  with about 10 large helicop-
Wi&p;cH!LE:IZSOL; Y;\i;fm‘;s_ ters from a base in Thailahd.
. the olonne, ' Ve 40— Geveral ‘of the helicopters
The plauners of the comman- yera enipty; they were to.
' _dc_),ral.d on a North Vielnam- paye been used to bring out
- 18s¢ prison camp last weekend e 70 to 100 prisoners who
_'haql. to take into account the yope thought to have . been
1position of the moon and So- ypae : T
svlet satellites and to gather e soirces I‘Jointéd;y ro.
,men from all over the world. fused to say whether any
L Details :)f the raid on the North Vienacese guardé had
Jprisoner-of-war compound at been captured and brought
. ;Sontay, which is about 23 gyt for quéstioning. °
- mileg .west of Hauoi, emerge Such men miaht~ be expect-
'?from 3nterng:xys with knowl- od to provide infarmation on
;gfjgezu!c officials. when the Americans had been
";‘.he'oailrﬂ‘]si;fl:s\c; Csttzilcém;foﬁ‘csxmoved frc-m §Olltay’ t?e m:d |
“later in the southern pmv-of treatment they had reccived
Inces of North Victnam were:
executed in’ nearly flawless
fashion, the planners said.

there, and procedures normally
followed in moving prisoners
from one camp to another. .

been invaivea 1 sending small
American and South Viet-

namese intelligence teams into||!

he north.
S0G stands for Studies and;
Operations Group. Its assign-!

ment throughout the war has

. ibeen to move into Laos, Cam-’

bodia and North Vietnam to
gather military intellisence on
such things as location - of
enemy troops, supply dumps
and concentration of &ir de-
fenses. . ' .
Colonel Simons, who is 52
years old, has had a long
carcer of difficult special as-
slgnments. In 1881, he was in
charge of Operation White
Star, « combined Central In-
telligence Agency
Forces offort to organize Meo
tribesmen in Laos to harass
and spy on Pathet Lao and
North Vietnamese activies.

« Men had becn taken from
.assignments all over the world

'for the 'Sontay miission, one

" The 50 or so men who land-
‘edat 2 AM g:tli?d\‘:}}o};m“ even from beézind a Penfagon
e | ¥, Hanel desk, The bulk of most, how-
~Ume; at Sontay soon discov- ever, came from Fort Bragg,
“ g'ered that the prisoners were N. C., where the Army Special,
“;no longer at the camp. And Forces has jts headquarters,
1he bombine l_l“i‘_'_.'_ o _and'Eglm Air Force Pase in-
© bombilg missions were yorida, home of the Air Force’s

80 hindered by bad weather special air warfare tezis,
that they were ended-after Most of the tralning was con-
only about 250 strikes—in. ducted at Eglin, The plaaning
“stead of the plasned 500—. Was SO c}e_tailed. tpai"a... fgll-sc:}le
had been made. ‘ reproduction of the prison camp

—the layout gleaned from re-
“There were so many com- J S

; . connalssance photos——was con-
:plex factors that had to be co- structed and every phasz of the
ordinated,” one source said, operation reherrsed again and
“weather, the phase of the 28ain.
moon, theavailability of Navy ~ Mock-Up Camp Destroyed
fighters to provide diversions Then the mock-up prison
..and to be ready to bail the camp was destroyed for fear,
" team out if it got into MiG however remote, that Soviet
trouble.” ; .spy satellites might pick it up
e . . . and relay word to Hanoi that
+. “The factors simply werén’t

toh : ) Sontay might be a target for
Tight until Jast Saturday,” he some future Americdn rail of
declared, : ’

1€ _— . ‘some sort.
~“We had to wait for just A “We also didn’t want to %keep
the right weather window and ;t %I,’l S-%ngnlon‘;;e{nzhgner;e:fr ?&II{
L . . : 2 y AL i T
micon window over Sontay,” nr;ight seey g«%atbth}éy weren’t
gnother source sald. “The. supposed to,” one source sald.
weather had to "be opea
enough to move inour chop-

Security was so tight that
the planners are convinced

pers and have visibility for

our “covering fighters. “The

~But both cperations fell short
- of military expzctagions.
[

Because of his special ex-
perience, Colonel Simons was
the man quickly chosen to lead
the raid when the attempt was
first seriously discussed early
this year by scnior. military
men of all four setvices.

Docides on Small Team

They were determined that,
since Hanol had shown no
disposition to exchange Ameri-
can prisoners for the §,000
North Vietnamese and 17,600
iVietcong prisoners in South
Victnam, an efiort must be
made to free them.forcibly.

A total of 378 Americans are
believed to be prisonsrs "in
North Vietnam and 938 more
are missing, some of whom alsc
may be in captivity.

Some senior officers even
talked among themselves of an
amphibious landing by a Marine
division In North Vietnam
aimed at so unnerving Hanoi's,
leaders they might quickly sue
for peace and release all
iprisoners, ) _—
i But these and other officers,
lconvinced - that the White
[House would never permit
‘such a widening of the war,
argued that -the job could be
donz by small hand-picke
teams, using surprise to over-

Specialy

cluded about 80 med, sources S TATINTL

say, including administrative
personnel. . .
Sontay was one of a half,

dozen or so prison camps con-|

sidered for the mission, It was
selected, sources say, largely
because it had sulficient flat
space around it to perinit the
landing of enough large heli-
icopters to remove the prisoners
thought to be housed inside.
i One major concern was-that
jthe  lumbering  helicopters,
iskimming the trestops on a!
iroundiabout route in from Thai-
dand, migit be detected and,
jattacked by North Vietnamese
MIG fighters, or that the task
f %‘ce might be attacked as it

L.

For that reason, a number
of diversionary flishts werg
flown by Navy aircraft, drop-
ping flares, jamming North|
Vietnamese radar and other-
wisp causing the North Viet-
namese to direct much of their
air force and attention out to
isea. during the Sontay raid.
' A small force of American
jets was kept ready to speed
to Sontay if the raiders were
atacked by enemy fighters.

whelm local guards and extri-

cate the prisoners by helicopter.:

They laid this second pro-
posal before Secretary of De-
fense Melvin R. Laird in late
spring or eatly summer. In Au-
gust, he approved assembly
and training of a special task‘)
force, called Joint Contingency

“there was no advance leak of
»the mission. Rather, they be-,
£ > liave, the prisoners were moved;
moon had to be just right so_ to another cam;é for prosaic
‘that it gave our men enough Teasons, perhaps because Hanof,
light in which to operate, but felt it could save some money!
‘very little for the cnemy to ?nyto ggz;sohdatu}g two camps
discover thelr. am‘)mach.‘ 1t rhe Sontay raid was not the
was Just a coincidence that firet  time ~Americans have
the -rescue effort at’ Sontay slippad into North Victnam dur- -
! teralds i i ; 2 Group Ivers 5
and the air raids in the south- ing the war. In 1965, Col, /Tag‘l.jsr%é)plﬁ%é‘g;af Manor,
ern panhardle came dwring Arthur D, Simons, the man whoi 49, Sommander Of the Alr
1 H . *
the same weekend.” led the raid on the camp, had|{Torce Special Operations Force
A waning half-moon was been in charge of a group

at Eclin, was picked to com-
vp when A pProved: ForRelea86-2001/08164 " CI AR B18H:01 601R000700020001-5
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T Secwt Wal in Laos o o
. S To thg Editor:~ " STATINTL
P . The“¢onfusion of many Amencdns
»about events in Laos demonstratess
) fWashmotons determination to avoid’
L R n ;& principal error in Vietnam: letting i
o ' . ; "~ the public know what is happening. B ’
‘ N ' g‘ “This is covert warfare, punctuatcd )
' ’ “by occasional accidental glimpse
vwhich reveal the thousand bombing *
sortics per day, ‘the hundreds of thou—
sands of refugees, or the occasional
+loss of Amcncan lives — phenomena
only grucwncl) admitted after much

{

: . ‘ ,prevarxcatlon 4
R R R It is a war controlled nat by the
‘ ‘ . Conc'reso but by the Exscutive and’
-Its instruments. The White House has '
“even succeeded in delcting from the
_ - , -1969 Laos hearings enough informa-
- , : - e "~ tion to render the public record vir-
o S R ; , tually meaningless excepl to a few
. AR IR ~ o specialists. It is indeed a Sccret War.

.. Fittingly, a Secret War should- have
‘8 Secret Army. This the C.LA. has
w<been running through Geiiersd =Vang
“ Pao for years. But now a hitch has
. developed—most of Vang Pao’s C.LA.-
~ {rained and financed Mco mercenaries,
_ have been killed. i

. Various cbservers -have repmtcd
- on the small group of survivers, teen-
age boys and ¢’ men. Edgar Buell,
“the Armerican AYD. official closely
associated with the Meo, put it
. bluntly to Robert Shaplen: “In a few
: "weeks 90 per cent of the new xecu,uts
T - will be dead.”
. - : ’ _‘, Now the N\\ton Adrmmsfratlon stlll
R L « without authou/atlon has found a
; T - substitute for the dead Meos: Cam- o
. bodian soldiers, also trained under
i the  C.LA., supplied with American
Earms ancl operaum7 in the territory
of the semi-indépendent Prince Boun
Oum of Champassak. (News story,
Nov.' 9). Perhaps because this C.LA.
‘goperation is an fillegal intrusion, vio-’

=

lating the 1962 Geneva agreements,
no one is bothering to inform the
kLao Premier, Souphanna Phoums,,
“mutch less the U.S. Congress.
The cold war goal remains-~to “stop
'Commum&m rerardlcws of cost to,
*the target country. Laos provides tha .
- newest - model for future counter- s
< Insurgency operations -~- plenty of .
. bombing, transportation of eivilians,
- - manipulation of mercenaries, negli-'
. gible American casualtics, but above
2 . -all, secrecy. And, of course, dead
' Asians, JONATIIAN MIRSKY

Assoc, Professor, History & Chinese o
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By TAMMY ARLUCZ\LL :
Special ‘to The Star
VILN’I‘IA\IF~-North Vietnam-
ese forces have launched heavy
attac ks in southern Leaos in a
major effort to prolect’ the Ho
Chi Minh Trial, their main rein-
forcement and 1e>upn7v system
to South Vietnam and Coéimn:
bodia, from Amc 1can 1cd buﬂl-
rxllas
Military sources toiay and an
estimated three North Vietnam-
cse ballalions captured Royal
Mountain and fwo other air-

{the ‘Bolov em Plateau in hawv
fighting yesterday.

At one strip, North Vietnam-
-es¢ sappers blew up an atnmuni-
s tion dump with satchel charges.

ed roofing shcets containing mos-
tars and other supplies under
control of the U.S. were burnec
down,

" Boaf Traffic Hit _ ;
Al three po~1toz‘s were held b"
_special guerrilla units led and

paid directly by the Central In-
te]lwencb Ageney. These units

side of the Bolovens ]’latedu hit-
ting Communist boat trafile on |
the Sckhong River--part of the

LA LR WAL Y W

seng Plateau.

strips on the southeasl edge of'

- Teak bLuHm% with corrugat-!

specialize in slipping down tm.

R o= .u\l "’"I""“

R
*ﬂ—-..«.l‘-...l-v— R

A A.\.

1

Approved For Release 2001/0%/9 ’.O?I{OLIFD%O -01 601R

e

, by American accounmnts and

have American ex m‘htaxy nd
visers \”lth then,’

Run by (,IA

The opmatlon is ruy by the
CIA, and is not pari of the U.S,
lmhfmy

L'\o military somces though

eeply worried by the North Vi-
ﬂtv mese push on the Bolovens
‘| Plateau, say presence of the spe-
cial units will be m(mtdmud d“
spite the attacks. '

'lhe air stri 1ps xerum m 5u

‘.~.-.

frail complex——-z’nfl pe*\ctxat!n' !
that part of the trail on the Ixh ‘

Sources said these guemllu

STATINTL

: “'.o ST
ATTECIKS T 1-a0S
] [ ] o ﬂ reoa . \o-ﬁ'
Ay 1o Chi Minh Trail

rillas hand; and “we can al\"ays
go to other plac\,s,” lone soures
sald e
Royeal Iwounf_am x\as tho sm of
flelce fizhting earlier this year
\}h n th I\orth Vietnamese hald
Mt for four .months agaiast
sfrikes by U.S. air and guarul]a
units. .
Fram Royal Mountam air-
strips the streets of Attopey,
the  Cominunist-held province
capital, can be seen in de t;ul on
acleardqy .
~ The Red offensive 15 seen as
an attempt t build a suth Laos
sanctuary for the ‘fighting in
Vietnam and Cambodia.
. “Hanoi can no longer rule out
‘South Vietnamese or American
- ‘ground slrikes against these
areas and they are wor rxed,
‘sources said.
' With Cambedia clo ed off to
Communist wpphea, Hanol " is
more than ever depenent on
.south Lacs for logistics o con-
tmve tno Llaor'mna flg,mmﬂ :

o

units long have been athou in,
the Comnnm ist side and they
believe the Reds now want con-
trol of the castern half of the |
Bolovens* Platean to eliminafe
them. . These special unils are
said to be betler than regulas!
- (Lao army trorr)., because tney
. are h' wx puu paid on tnnol
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By TAMMY ARBUCKLE .'
) Spcelal to The Stak

official

i covcealvnent of Amencan ac-

Ztivities in Laos is designed to
. hide the small US. ground

“eombat invelvement from crit-
-les of administration policy,

-sources here say.

> "This

combat involvemcnt
eonslsts of a  few hundred
SAmeéricans in  three
groups—mihtary attaches ad-

S “‘J{"'z ra - j\\w“i/’r “a a

H

P/ () :3
A

g1vmg advice in cémbat to Lao
forces and accompanying Lao
troops in field operations.
Policies Not Revised

The ~ secrecy continues In
many cases because of the
failure of the U.S. Embassy to
-revise its policies after March

ré vihen President Nixon admit-
rted U.S. activities in Laocs,

3240nly a small percentage of

vising in combat, former mili-

tary personnd work ing for the
Central Inteliigence Agency
-who lead commando teams,
‘and Special Forces units
which shift through the Ho Chi
Migh trail areas.

| The American combat role”
is " directed prlmqrﬂy by the

CIA, rather than Lhe U.S. mili-
“tary, and continues despite de-
“nials and evasions. Reporlers

have seep mllitary attaches

 Approved For Release-2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700020001-5

: 'that Asians of al

“the scerecy involves U.S, na-
tiohal securily,” sources said,
while admitting that the major
reason was simply conceal-
{nent from the American pub-
ic

An incident last weekend 65
miles north of here at Long
Chien, headquarters for Gen,
Vang Pao, leader of the Amer-
ican- sunphed guerrilla forces
near the Plain of Jars, illus-
trates the situation.

U.S. officials evicted an
American from Long Chien
-even though the Ametlcan was

there at the personal invitation -

‘of Vang Pazo. U.S. cfficials
-also warned another American
svisitor to remain in Vang
:Pao’s own compound. .

. “Asians Enter Arca

lack any security clearance,
are nof harrassed,

7 Americans uf)ort In fact,

walks of hfe,

‘including merchants, are free

*fo visit Long Chien ‘without a

T security check

=0 “Qnly Westerners, espe c1a1-
‘ly newsmen, are personna non -
-grata up there,” a source said.

" pear quile uninformed abott
N .~ what has been said about
i Asian’ guests, though they

HVFFPPRE IVE REPORT —— :
Maintained in Laos

. Chxen and Lacs Military Re-

v This - security system mm-_
‘cates the U.S. Embassy is

smore concerned with what is
‘reported to the American peo-
‘ple than it is with what Cum-,
‘paunist sples might see and
kreport

--Yet much of what a reporter

: wvéuld .see alrcady has been

i

' iDgS,'
American planes, rescue heli-

- American pilats and the troeps

sdhy Secrecy Yarce

Aelligence Agency, who lounge

| ..SIAILNTL- R

CIn Laos tha refrain rarely
varies. Secvecy, it Is said, is
necessary for two reasons: to
continue support for Premier
Souvanna Phouma’s position
as a neutralist unzlaigned ei-
ther with the United States or
the Communists and to avoid
breaking the cover of CIA em- .
ployes or fo pub‘icize certain
details of the agency’s opera-
tions. i

Unfortunately  Scuvanna’s
neutralist status is wern thin,
Under North Vietnamese mili-

admltted by Nixon and has
been reported in Senate hear-
including the armed

copters, the Air Yorce me-
chanics who service Lao dive
bombers, the U.S." Air Force
reconnaisance planes, the U.S.
logistics officers, the civilian

from Thailand and elsewhem_a.

"Nixon's admission (that
American military and civil-

ian personnel were engaged In fary  altack his neutralist
military advisory roles “could army dwindled awzay and he is
even cover the armed Ameri- ;forced to rely on rightist gen-
cans lired by the Central In‘\i/ crals and their armics, the
U.S. Air Ferce, the CIA and
around Long Chien in camou- Thai troops for support.
flaged {atigue uniforms. A Western diplomat who de-
Yot the secrecy farce contin-  geribed  Souvanna as “do-
ues, particularly around Long  vious,” said Souvanna’s credi-
bxlxty would bei impr oved if he
did ot need to maXke denials
- of U.S. involvement that .no-
body belicves. .
Some CIA operations partic-
ularly intelligence gathering,
do deserve secrccy But this is
possible without closing off
whole regicirs of Laos to re-
porters when the U.S. govern- -
American activities in Laos by * ment is spending some $2 bil-
Nixon as well as by State De-  lion annually oa the Laos war.
artroent and Penfagon aides and Amiericans are bemg
in Washington, . _ killed,

gion II " where U.S. involve-

ment seems the greatest.”

~Americans run away when a

newsman appears, stopping

tion of the Lao military,

their work, to the consterna-
.U.S. officials in the field ap-

e e Man ,_":
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The report that Pre51dent Nxxon is
plannmg to ask $250 million in aid for
Cambodia is d1sconcertmg because of the
rapidly growing pattern of American in-
“volvement it seems to fit.

’ Last June, Mr. Nixon said that one
-alternative to the U, S. military interven-

- tion in Cambodia would have been mas-
. slve military assistance to that belea-

guered nation but that he “did not wish

‘. to get drawn into the permanent direct
[ defense of Cambodia.” U, 8. assistance,

: . said, amounted to about $5 million.

he said, would be limited to supplying
“small arms and relatively unsophisti-
¢ated equipment.” Total aid then, he

August, the aid figure rose to %40 mil-
lion, and now it reportedly is up to $250
mllllon

Likewise disconcex'tmﬂ were the re- -

. cent reports that the U. S. Central Intel-
Jigence Agency and U. S. Spcmal Forces
unfts are training Cambodian troops in
Laos and that U. S. grounds forces have
suffered casualties in the secret Laotian
operations. The Pentagon insists there

. -are no ‘“‘ground combat troops” in Laos,

but former Green Berets, working for the

CIA, continue to train and gmde mer-

* cenary tribesmen.
Similarly, the administration main-

i tains that U. S, bombing in Cambodia is
. for the purpose of interdicting enemy

=
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supply lines into South Vietnam, explain-
ing the many reports of combat support
by saymg that the bombing could have
. &n “ancillary effect” in aiding Cambo-
dxan forces These subterfuges can only

In-

harm the credibility of the adrmmstm-
tion’s policy of a phased Wuhchawal from
Vietnam.,

What is worrisome is not the cost of
these operations or the handful of casu--

alties involved but the uncertainty about
what is really going on and where our
policy is heading. In his Guam doctrine
speech, Mr. Nixon has warned that we

shouldn’t make Asian nations so depend--
ent on us that we become dragged into

wars through “creeping involvement.”
The disaster of another Vienam seems

no immediate threat in Cambodia, as

the entire Indo-China war apparently is
lowering in intensity, but the potential
danger is that our growing, unspoken,

open-ended commitment to Cambodia
might involve our prestige and power:

if there were a sudden reversal of for-
tunes—{for example, if the enemy
launched a successful offensive.

There is no need for the administra-_

tion to be plagued by public concern
about its operations and goals. It is pro-
ceeding slowly but surely to extricate
us from Vietnam, and if there are nec-
essary Laotian and Cambodian opera-

tions that assist in that end, the admin-
- istration should say so forthrightly in-.

stead of obscuring the issues with half-
truths or bureaucratic jargon. .At the

same time, it should make clear to both

the Cambodian government and- the

American public that there is a definite’

limit to our military assistance and that
we have no commitment to preserve the

prescnt Cambodlan reglme at all costs

\
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“BOLIVIA

Gen Juz’r\ Jo<e Torrcs who gained the pres:dﬂncy in
@ mlhtary coup last month, refused to allow former
“interior minister Antonio Arguadas to return to Bolivia
_ from exile t Cuba. Arguedas, who sent the 1087 field
diary of Che Guevara to Cuba, maintains a CIA plot
“forced him to ledve his country. ... Areport in Muham-
mad Speaks said more than ha!f tht. children born in
_Bolivia die Lefore thair fifth birthday and more than
- 40% of the populetlon |s smckﬂn W|th tube;culosus

e T qRAILAND - T
IR The ponamj transfer of U.S. 852 bombers from
- Okinawa.to Thai bases was denounced by “The Voice of
- the People of Thailund™ radio. ... The Bangkok regime /

has admitted CIA planes preSGnﬂy taking off from Takli

base to brmg arms, mlluary supphes and provisions to
mercmarle in Laos.... Tims maJazme estimates some

280 U.S. “phantom” jets are based in Thailand and
South. Vigtnam and said the U.S. has lost 7316 planss
and hehcoptc,s in nearly 10 years of war in Southeast®
Asia, . .. Direct invesiment by U.S. groups in Thailand

has redched some 82 billion, with over 150 U.S.-owned
companes, factorle:, banks ’ind offices established in the

country. Darainated sectors of the economy are finance,

- oll extractaru and refining, tin refining, rubber proces-

‘sing and textiles. “In addltlon " according to Hsinhua,

the China news agency, “U.S. and Japanass monopoly
‘capitalists are dumping large quantities of commoditiss

In Thailand, bringing about an unprecedamed dnfmt in

the latter’s forelgn trade.”

.
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. " Laos, the possibility of sending
=, 'sizable numbers of Cambodian
I #reops to Laos 1o be equipped

" sions, whicli were initiated by

“~ing

[

il
5
13
HEn

" entourage of Prince Boun Oum,

.

- ald now granted to Cambodia.!

"2

~Cambodian soldiers are being

" ligence Agency
 Laos,

e

NLAGS REPORIID
There for Opelrations'

© + SAIGON,
- *Nov. §-—According to informed
- -gources, Cambodian officers are

~ Approved For Release 2001/0
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"I;roops Would Get U.S, Arms

By HENRY KAMM
. Spe.dal £ Tht New York Times
South  Vietnam,

discussing with members of the

the feudal chief of southern

with United States arms.

These arms, it is said, would
be in addition to the limited
program of American military!

At ‘this stage, the sourqes"
saﬂd, the United States has not
béen bropght: intg” the discus-

the Cambodians. However, the
impetus “for the -talks arose
from the fact that about 1,500

trpdned under the auspices of
e Uniled States Central Intel-
in southern

* The Cambodian idea is sim-
ply that Cambodia has more
tfroops than arms, -and Laos
needs soldiers but has found
it easy to get weapons and
equipment from the United
States.

“Prince Operates Independently’
" The Cambodians evidently

- see no need to raise the issue,
. with the Government of Pre-
“ - mier Souvanna Phouma, of hav-

their troops equipped,
trained and operating in the.
_panhandle” of Laos.

Not only is Prince Boun
Oum’s authority in southern
Laos almost independent of the
- dentral Governnient, but also,
perhaps of more importance, his
-dealings with the Central Intel-
ligence Agency on military op-
. erations- run by the agency
in the Ho Chi Minh Trail re-

-~ glon ate direct and do. not

~escaped

/ pass through Vientiane.
The C.LA. supplies a met-

/ i
: : |
\/ccnary army in Laos through

funding that apparently has,
. strict Congressional:
contro!, while American aid to;

* Cambodia is a limited program;
- with a spending ceiling for the:

t fiscal yes f $40-mil-
foApproved For Release

~ Laos.
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Althouzgh -an additional ap-
propriation is expected by early
next year, it would still be
easier to cscape budgetary re-
strictions by supplying Cam-
bodian troops through funds for

5 Battalions Considered

No specific proposals have
been made, but Cambodian offi-
cers are thinking in terms of
five battalions, cach of about
600 men. They fcel that such a
force would be of equal walue
to Llaos and Cambodia and
could operate in either coun-
try. L :
At the® moment, the Viet-
namese Communists contiol
roughly thé eastern half of the
Lactian panhandle as well "as
the adjoining Cambodian prov-
inces of Ratanakiri and Stung-
treng to the south.

The Laotian Government is
worried about Communist at-
tempts to widen the Ho Chi
Minh Trail network westward
to supply their forces in Cam-
bodia. S

Cambodian authaorities con-
slder it imperative to introducc
at  least small military
units into  the  occupied
provinces to give the civilian
population a rallying point and
to counter Communist political
influence in the regions they
have held since April.

Greater Contaimment Needed

Intelligence reports of a
growing Communist build-up in
southern Laos have added ur-
gency to the need for troops
to contain the Communisis,
keep their flow of men and
supplies under surveillance and
call in American air strikes.
Most of American bombing is
wow concentrated on southern
La0s. .
According to informed
sources, the Communist build-
up has already caused an In
crease in raids-across the bor-
der into Laos by South Viet-

NEW YORK TINE

319491 GIAKRDPS

namese  irregulars  led by
American Special Forces;
troops. 1t has also ted to Thall
troop reinforcement of Laotian)

.Government forces in Champas-i

sak Province, between the Thai

" bord nd the Mekong River.
8°308103/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700020001-5
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Toward Talks?

When war came in earnest to Cambo-

dia last spring, the capital city of Phnom-
Penh was transformed almost overnight
into an armed camp. The neighboring
kingdom of Laos has becn ravaged by
war for a quarter-century without letup;
yet a visitor would never know it by look-

ing city of 150,000 with no barbed wire,
no bunkers and no nighttime mortar at-
tacks. Chickens and geese cackle and
honk in the main street during the day. It
is still safe to walk the streets after dark.
The primary sources of amusement are a
" few opium dens and sporting houses. Re-
cently a wedding reception was held in
an open-air café next door to one of the

out to watch the proceedings with wist-
ful smiles.

Out in the countryside, the picture is

entirely different. Communist Pathet Lao
and North Vietnamese troops hold
roughly two-thirds of the country, in-
cluding the Plain of Jars just 40 miles
« north of the capital and the Ho Chi Minh
" Trail in the south. Some 270,000 people
—out of Laos’ total population of 2,500,-
000-—are jammed into chaotic refugee
camps. Pro-government forces have been
killed at the appalling rate of 4,000 per
year. U.S. B-52s regularly bomb the
Laotian section of the Ho Chi Minh
rail. On the ground, the Pathet Lao are
/i’lx-l constant conflict with - tough, CIA-
trained troops from the Meo mountain

. tribes, who last month seized two key po-
- sitions on the edge of the Plain of Jars.

. Last week the Pathet Lao vowed that

they would retake the two arcas “very
soon.”

., , . L
Despite that promise, the diplomatic

-community in Vientiane is increasingly
confident that peace talks will begin as
“early as next month, between represen-
_tatives_of Premicr Prince Souvanna
Phouma and his half-brother, Prince’
Souphanouvong, head of the Pathct Lao.
" The last time the country’s contending
Jfactions formally got together was In
-1962, when the Geneva accords placed

Laos in the hands of a clumsy, three-’

'headed regime composed of rightists,
“ neutralists and leftists. That arrangement
‘ soon broke down, and since then the
+ three factions have struggled with almost
! ritualistic regularity, advancing and re-

. treating like choreographed troops in a .

! lethal ballet.

A significant break came in June when :
. Souphanouvong suggested that the time
. had come for “an urgent peace scttle-
 ment.” One of the strings dangling from

. that offer, however, was a demand for
immediate cessation of U.S. bombing,
" particularly along the TLaotian portion of
the Ho Chi Minh Trail i%vanna Phou-
" ma rejec naved s

o

. ""gust, ‘Souphanouvong again called for |
talks, this time without mentioning a |

U.S. bombing halt as a precondition.

On his return to Laos last week from a
round-the-world swing, Souvanna Phou-
ma again promised to get talks going. In

view of President Nixon’s five-point”

peace program involving all of South-
cast Asia, the Prince insisted that the

. Laotian situation be considered separate-

: : . abe: ! . ly from Viet Nam and Cambodia.
ing at its capital. Vientiane is an easygo-

Although Souvanna Phouma is recog-

- nized as the legitimate head of the gov-

ernment in Laos, the Pathet Lao refuse
to negotiate with him as such. They insist
on meeting him only as the leader of a
warring faction. Last week there was
promise of a breakthrough. With Sou-
vanna’s approval, a letter went out to the

Communists referring to a possible meet- -
! Nethe . ing between “representatives of the two.
brothels, and the unoccupied girls came . princes.” preciscly the wording used by
- the Pathet Lao.

Double Benefits. Few observers hold

any hope that even if talks take place and
a settlement is reached, a neutral state
would long endure. Caught in the cross-
currents of international politics, the
country has long been plagued by feud-
ing factions. Perhaps the greatest.hope
for some kind of scttlement is that it
would benefit both sides. An agreement
would free Communist forces, particu-
larly the North Vietnamese, for use in
Cambodia and Viet Nam. Additionally,
Laotian supply routes have become even
more important for the Communists
since the closing of the Cambodian port
of Sihanoukville. The Communists hope
that peace would bring a bombing halt
along the Laotian portions of the Ho Chi
Minh Trail. It is extremely unlikely, how-
ever, that the U.S. will go along with any

. such call for a bombing halt.

For Souvanna, a reorganized Laotian
government could begin at last to focus
attention on the needs of its people. “The
Laos are tired; they have been bled
white,” says a diplomat in Vientiane.
Cause for optimism can also be found in

the nature of the Laotian people, for
whom the war has long been a crippling '
burden. In the dirport at Vientiane hangs '

a noorlv. printed sign in English, Lao, :
Sanskrit and Hindi that touchmgly sums’

up the Laotian view of how the world

ought to behave—but rarely does. It
says: HATRED NEVER CEASES BY HATRED.

INDEED, HATRED CEASES BY LOVE. THIS

IS THE ETERNAL LAW,

STATINTL
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U. 8. Airdrops Rice

‘TT'\] .}l .B

e
\V l@ .L.u..Ex._...-.
VILI\TLL\'E Laos Nov. 7
" I®M—The mountzins seem to
grow on all sides as the old C46
slips inlo its’ “first run down the
valley, .~
Rocks jut from tbc jungled
h111<1dcs a scant 200 yards off
the right wingtip, but the pilot’s
attention is on the target zome,
ahead and £00 feet below,
- He flips a switch and a bell
rings. There is feverish activity
in the rear. Two wooden pallets
loaded with sacks of rice
tumble out of the plane.

Watching safely from a dis-
tance as the pallets plummet
; arthward aré Meo hill tribes- |
‘men. The Meo are classmed)
as refugees, thus eligible for|
rice supplied by air untl their
own crops make them * self-
sufficient,

o Work for U S.

v Pilot Ted Greenlaw of Los
‘Angeles and his copilet, Duane
L. Dillard of Santa Barbara,
‘Cal., work for Continental Air
Services, one of the two charter
lines that fly missions in Laocs
on Dbehalf of the Umted States
Aid mission.

The tasks of some 200 civilian |
ipilots who fly for Continental
‘end Alr America—the so-called | i
CIA airline—range from de- |
livering rice to refugees anc
the loyal Meo army to ferrying
troops on combat assaults. The
rica drop is the only kind of !
‘mission outsiders are permitted
to see in Laos, .

. It s dangerous \\«Olk as
tncky as low-level bombmg,
and {requently in bad weather.
There always is the threat of
 being fired on by North Viet-
“namese or Pathet Lao {roops.
E\-\hht‘uy Men -

Most of Alr America’s pilots !
and a fow of Continental's are!
ex-military  men, many with ’
combat {lying cxpu lence in:
Viet Nam. In thes: jobs they
earn hazardous-duty pay that

©
jilL “.F
1 w”*@“ru’\ g
i y,.i w,_ Q

can brmg thean more than
'$25,800 a yeur in tolal earnings.

Most of [he pilots cultivate a
soldier-of-fortune image — side-
burns, beer guts and wellington
boots—-altho many live with
wives and children in the big
American colony in Vientiane.

Almost to a man, they are
taciturn - with  oulsiders and
don’t talk about their work.

Pleshnlous Job

The most danceA ous job on a
rice [lizht'is that of the kickers,
who tie themselves to the planc

with nylon rope and kick andf

0%RDP80 -016

@ I (’hrﬂ

The 38 kickers employed by
the two airlines are all Laotian.
The pay is good and the job is
considered prestigious amond
the Laotians.

The U.S. refugee’ aid pro-
gram in Laos costs $18 million
and delivers 1,800 metric tons
of rice a month to the isolated
refugee camps and villages.

Rice drops ave based on

renorts from the field by U. S.

aid officials and a handful of
| Americans who work for Inter-
.natmnal Voluntary Services, a
sort of private Peace Cmps
organization.. They visit the

shove the wmooden pallets out ! villagers and confer on necds

the open door.

' with the chiefs.

!

-:H }‘Tﬂﬂ ‘ i
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7By Richard . Ward

.Representatives of the Lao ‘Patriotic Front and the Vientiane

! regime last week agreed on a formula for talks. But a continuing ‘were downed.

“U.S. escalation in Laps makes it.apparent that Washington is
. determined to destroy any possibilities for a negotiated scttle-

"~ ment of the conflict in Laos at this time.

Behind last week's development is three years of scrious and
" irreversible . military setbagks for the U.S.-controlled military
forces of the.Vientiane regime, despite massivé U.S. bombing and
the use of Thaiand Saizon mercenaries. ) .

- The U.S.-led military forces in Laos, including the CIA’s
“*clandestine army™ of mercenary troops, are no longer effective
~instruments for waging offensive opcrations. This was demon-
"strated by the complete failure of the traditional rainy scason
- $offensive” this summer and autamn. )
© The wet scason gives a marked advantage to the U.S.-Vientiane
“troops because they have theuse of air transport while the Pathet
"Lzo forces, which travel only by foot or surface vehicle, are
hindered by the rains that-wash out bridges and turn roads into

. o S ;

FANEE)

N !

- mud bogs.” - = . . .
. -~ Last year, the CIA’s main force in Laos under Gen, Vang Pao

Voccupied the Plain of Jars: Although proclaimed as a great victory

- NATIONAL GUARDIAW
* Approved For Release 2001/03/0l4'CYA’RDPBOTNGG1R
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“mercenaries and 10 U.S. Special Forces troopers™ were sent into
Laos in Marine CH-63 troop-carrying helicopters of which two

Operation Obfuscation . .
Washington goes to elaborate lengihs to conceal its operations
in Laos. In an arlicle entitled, “Laos: The Men Who Aren’t
There,” published in the Sept. 19 Far Eastern Fconomic Review,
a Hong Kong business weekly, Nancy Duncan exposes the official
pretense that there are only 21 Americans in the Laotian royal
capital of Luang Prabang, where there is 2 base for the CIA’s Air
America and other aircraft sent on raids over Pathet Lao territory
only a few miles distant. o .
Duncan reports observing first-hand many uncousted Amc.rl—
cans in Luang Prabang. She. states that the U.S. seads its
personnel to Laos on “temporary duty,” while recording them as
_being stationed in T/hailand, the Philippines and cvcillthe U.S.
"CIA personnel, Air America employes and “retired” military men
_are among the Americans “who aren’t there.”
Further revelations about the CIA’s activities in Laos were
',-publishcd in September in a staff report of the Senate
" Subcommittec on Refugees, hedded by Sen. Edward Kennedy.

»in U.S. communiques, it appirently was a desperate last méasure.” Staff counsel Dale 8. De Haan and subcommittce consuitant Jerry
Actually, there, had been relatively little fighting until the Pathet. M, Tinker, who visited Indochina this past summer, write!

Lao regrouped for a counterattack which culminated in a decisive

victory in February of this year. Vang Pao’s forces were trounced
while the U.S. launched the heaviest air attacks in the history of
the Laotian conflict. U.S. air power could not make up for the
deficiencies already evident in Vang Pao’s army, ' '

Big foss for Veng Pao ' ,

. By last spring, Vang Pao’s troops, €stimated at 17,000 during
the summer of 1969, were down to 6000, as a result of casualtics
and desertions among the Meo mercenaries. Subsequeritly, Vang
"Pao is said to have recruited new troops, mainly untrained youth
and possibly even sonie Thais. '

During his -“‘offensive” this year Vang Pao could do no more
.than “take” a couple of towns of no strategic significance near
‘the Plain of Jars. The towns had previously been left deserted by
the Pathet Lao, which held all its important gzins made during

~the first half of this year, including the Plain of Jars and the

‘towris of Attopeu and Szravane in southern Laos. The liberation

,of these towns and the holding of the surrounding region have

i strategic significance because they block the U.S. aim of
establishing a corridor in southern Laos between Thailand and
South Vietnam.

Washington has not abandoned this strategy for isolating the
NLF forces in South Vietnam. During most of October, the U.S.
command admitted that its entire complement of B-52s based in

.‘Thailapd have been bombing in southern Laos, ostensibly
attgckmg th¢ “Ho Chi Minh treil.” Since this summer, U.S. .
helicopters have been ferrying Saigon troops and American .

"“advisors” on secret opcrations, also in southern Laos.

= For several months the U.S. cornimand in Saigon has reported
bweekly losses of helicopters in Laos while saying nothing about
“+casualtics among U.S. personnel. But AP correspondent George

Esper, in"an Oct. 25 dispatch from Saigon, reveals: “U.S. Special
Forces troops leading clandestine operations in Laos have

suffered scores of casualtics that never have been made

public. ... American helicopters from bases in Laos are partici-
“pating in ground operations in Laos.” o

¢ -Esper notes the ritualistic'denial by the U.S. that *“‘there arc no

“From the outset, the USAID refugee program in Laos has
been inextricably tied to and part of, the U.S, paramilitary effort
in northern Laos. In fact, from conversations with USAID
officials in Vientiane and other sources, it is clear that until
_relatively recent times the USAID refugee program was simply a

"l,_euphemism_to -cover -American assistance to persons, mostly hill

tribesmen, who agrecd to, take up arms and support efforts
arainst the Pathet Tao ™ i L .

U.8, bomb victims A : ,
De. Haan and Tinker’s report, entitied “Refugee and Civilian
. War Casuaity Problems in Indochina,” elucidates other aspects of
U.S. policy and its failures in Laos. The authors show that there
has been a massive increase in the number of “refugees,” who
actually are persons displaced by U.S. bombing and ‘‘stratzgic
movement of pcople.” They state: i '
. “Population control ar.d the strategic movement of peopls ir
Laos has been justified on two grounds: First, it-denies the Pa:het
j Lao the resources of the local population and second, it secures
§ more of the population under government control. Or, as one
observer has said, ‘If you can’t take the government to the
people, then you bring the people to the government.’ )
; “Evidence suggests that this approach has been used extensiv-
ely in Laos, with perhaps as much as a third of the total refugec
movement being created through government spensored, and
sometimes government coerced, village evacuations. This has been
particularly true of recent refugee movements from the Plain of
Jars.” .

U.S. bombing of Laos was stepped up markedly following the
bombing halt over North Vietnam, according tc-De¢ Haan and
.Tinker, who write: “Refugees say, according to one source, that
~during some of this bombing phase, jets have cone, daily—drop

ping napalm, phosphorous, and anti-personnel bombs. “They say
the -jets bombed both villages and forests, that they spent most of
their time in holes or caves, and that they suffered numerous
_ civilian casualties. They say that everything was fired on
buffaloes, cows, ricefizlds, schools, temples, tiny shelters outside
the village, in addition to, of course, all people.” ™
The subcommittee investigators also reveal the falsity of the

!

roved ForiReledse 200103104 HlCM-R:BPB@&Qé]B(}’fR@Q@?@QOQGMﬁ cgnirols the bombing in

U.s. g.rok?
‘writer observes, “‘does not take “into account Special Forces
‘troops leading reconnaissance patrols.,” 'In one of the largest of

theer annratinane i1v Comrmtomihor acmcrardinmg froa Tempr falvand 120

Laos to restrict it to military targets. In reality, “os critics have
long argued, ‘free fire’ zones are wot uncommeon in Laos and the
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N 1861, KING MONGKUT of Siam offered Abraham

\ ' - RANPATT

Il

ke .,
e Dominoization o

Lincoln elephants to aid the Union cause in the |

_Ci\(il War, The President politely refused the help,

but that was not the end of military relations between

the two countries. Thailand is no longer whimsically isolated
-from world realities; nor does ‘it have a choice in the way. it
lines up on intégnational issues. Over the past two decades,

* Thais have watched their country become a giant airstrip,

" where American B-52s, fighter-bombers and helicopter gun-
ships roar off on missions of death for other Southeast Asian
“countries. They have seen their own troops become U.S.

' \/ “mercenaries, and their borders used as staging points for

“into Laos and North Vietnam. CL e
| . Thais have watched helplessly as their nation has be-
come an 'American military base and neo-colony. u.s.
Senator Gale McGee stated in a recent speech that “South-
east Asia is the last major resource area outside the control
.of any one of the major powers on the globe.” And the
' mammoth Chiase Manhattan Bank has becn even more
- * specific: “Thailand promises to be an excellent investment
‘and sales area for Americans,” its FEconomic Research
' Division writes, wif rebel insurgency can be contained.”
' The various minorities that make up Thailand have tried
“to resist the destruction of their culturc and their forcible
integration into 2 U.S.-controlled political economy. But
the U.S. military advisors who train Thai troops to fight in
South Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos have also trained them
‘%o fight rebels at home. Meanwhile hordes of AID and
American university personnel comb the countryside, study-
ing every aspect of Thai life and recommending and im-
- , plementing programs of counter-insurgency. . ’
" i« Thailand has changed greatly in the century since its king
:maively offered a U.S. President military aid. Since then
' América has decided to fight its wars abroad, not at home—

RBPSOFD

Co T STATINTL
tary regime rode to power on a 1948 coup.

Urged on by U.S."moncy and by the long shadow of the
Chinese Revolution, the Thai army and police began an
anti-communist crusade ip the early '50s. Their campaign

~ was focused on Thailand’s Chinese Community, and it be-

Special Forces and CIA personnel on missions of subversion

gan officially in 1952 with the passage of the Un-Thai Activ-
itics Act (sic), supposedly aimed at combating “commu-
nist subversion,” even though the Thai Chinese Community
was notoriously apolitical. But if General Phibun’s attack
could not rid his country of a communist menace that did
not exist, it could establish his ‘control over the Chinese
Community which had traditionally been the backbone for
Thailand's indigenous cconomy. The Chinese entreprencurs
and busin_cssmen responded to the anti-communist hysteria
by paying a kind of “protection™ money to the Thai elite—
offering them positions on the boards of directors of Chinese
corporations and other financial incentives. :

~ Even though it was borne of intimidation, this alliance
might have been able to slowly industrialize Thailand by
relying on domestic rather than Western capital and thus
avoid the disastrous controls that were always attached to
investment. But this last hope for economic autonomy in
Thailand was quickly foreclosed by the U.S.

HAILAND’S SMALL MEASURE OF economic independ- '
ence had rested upon the government's ability to”
finance the infrastructure for development from ex-
port surplus. But after the Korean War, the U.S.
dumped large quantities of tin, Thailand's third largest ex-

port, on the world market; meanwhile, the price af rubber,

Thailand’s second largest export, was forced down by the

falling off of war-time demand and by American corpara-

iwars that make sure countries like Thailand stay in the

 Free World bank account.

HE THAI ELITE, whose body and soul is now com-

pletely owned, once prided itself on an ability to
resist colonial domination. In the 19th century,
the Thais closed their country to the probes of im-

. perialism, and tried to modernize by sélective contact with

" the West. This relative independence was validated by a
:-British-French agreement to let Thailand remain a buffer

- +gtate between their respective colonial empires in Malaya-
" Burma and Indochina. ' o e

. Thailand's privileged status was ended by an event which

-, has shaped the course of its history for the last quarter cen-
~ ' tury: the United States’ victory over Japan in World War 11
- and its emergence as the dominant power in the Pacific

" Basin. The U.S. quickly decided that Thailand’s position
was critical for consolidating an American foothold on the

tions’ marketing of new synthetics; the price of rice, Thai-
land’s largest single export, was also plumméting.

As this surplus dried up, the U.S. and its international
financial arm, the World Bank, prepared to appear at the
moment of Thai financial crisis with offers, of financial and

‘technical assistance. All that was asked in return for this

" -subsidy was that the Thai military regime abandon any at-

- for economic independence, the

* tempts to create an autonomous economy and allow Thai-

1and to become an object of U.S. corporate expansion.

Since Thailand's status as a bona fide U.S. colany has
been guaranteed, American financial commitme_'nts-’i—nbw
totaling nearly $600 million in 'ego'no'f'nic assistance and some
$900 million in military aid—have been accelerated. But the
U.S. was not content with being the Thais’ guardian. Tt
wanted to be their mentor as well. And thus, while system-
atically destroying what chance the Thais might have had ‘
U.S. has algo set about the

“task of re-ordering Thai society—from rebuilding its mil-

_Southeast Asian mainland; by 1950, U.S. military and eco- v

‘ nomic aid pegan to flow to the Thai government, then headed
_by General Phibun, a former Japanese puppet whose mili-

L —— s e - -

. Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-f ’ '
| perovsdTorTsicss MDD T RoPeo I BPPIRY Garrett

itary and governhment administration, to ir{trqducing new
agricultural techniques and a-Wes;ern-oriented’educationa_l
system. To coordinate and implement this massive cultural
onslaught, it has called in the U.S. Agency for International
Development (AID), which has its own kind of Catch 22:
While AID is supposed to help Third World nations help
themselves, it in fact helps American businesmen help them-
selves to the Third World. This is AID’s mandate. '

DS O P
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Tm: night sky blotted -out-the- hghzs'_’
plane
Only twa =

of receding Hanoi as
qulckly took on altitude.

our

 hotrs' flight scparate. Hanol from the .

Laolnan capital of Vientiane, 1 have
flown this route repeatedly in recent.
_years. The lime passes quickly in con-
_versation with the pilot of the plane'-

. servicing the International Supervision

o and Control Commission. The pilot,
~who 'makes the Saigon-Fnom Penh-
: Vientlane-Hanoi flight once weekly,

" has become a carrier of the latest news.

- #Yesterday,” he told me on this occa- .

gion, "the Tan Son Nhut airfield in

o hane . - \

Y

1am acqualnled wuh Colone] Pheth-if
rasl have often ' visited “him in bis '

“Nientiane residence which' is blockad-

-..ed by government
: pa{rols

: bodyguards was.

R Ifhelhrasi all- right?"‘l-askedether
;pnot\

.“He wasn't hurt,-
Haven't heard the

‘.;: details of the attack yet" '

, Vlenhanes shabby old - Wattay adr-
- field was dimly lit. While a few sleepy”
. officials quickly attended to the forma-,

;;i-‘lit!es 1 watched a group of about forty

men in the uniform of Saigon army

“‘pllots board a green bus waiting near

o8 s!gn saying '"Welcome to Vxe'mane ‘

iy

“Louang, our national holiday, as’ &
reward Ior dlstinguxs"xed servlce

.A quc.rter of an- hour later my”'t:«xi
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army: ax_xd pohce _

but' -one - of hi's

‘Smgon was shelled, there was a hurrl-
- cane jn Pnom Penh,
made on the life of Colonel Phethrasi,
“the Pathet Lao representahve -in Viens
“~~and then along the old dam. A wide”
i*yoad: led to the northeast part of the B
- city where stands the kmgdom: holy
shrine, the That Louang pagoda, bmlt'.
back in the “middle of ‘the 16th -cen-
. .:tury Its gilded spire rises high above
"yt the coconut palms as though to.accen-

an atlempt was '

. MwILYlNSKY '_ |

. stopped at

Jikely to bother you .
‘strictly forbidden to talk to foreigners '
spill ‘the beans

‘the --Constellation
Maurice Cavaher, its owner, was an
old acquamtance The only vacant

room he had was next door to the’
South Vietnam pllots I'd secn - at the_
~ alirfield. :

ed. “One thing, though,

for fear they might

_about their heroic’ deeds.”

s

‘ed

festivities. We drove

) Hetel ;

-“ hope you don't- mmd?" he laugh~ .
“they're not -

Z

Xleﬂy Ahslid?”/ <,
2\

//*-\
"'/)7/

:.,

. They've been -

. agents. .

' .2
THATLAND. .Z} & 23

. . Ub%j t;,.f?.“tgs
T P %

0 - 100kn CAMBOD/X /§

- pathet Lao House' was auacked agaln.’

The provocateurs’ who' hurled gre-.

" nades at it were recruited and trained
The next ‘morning the Novosh Press .-

7. Agency correspondent in  Vientiane,
Yuri Kosinsky, and 1 went to see lhc";
" That Louang" '
along the highway hugging the steep

by Laotian, ‘rcachona'ri'es and CI_A

" THEICIATIN: \'lENTlA‘\!E

left bank of the now shallow Mekong - e

tuate the majestic landscape. All the
“ notabilitics of the country had gathered
- there for the ceremony opened: by:King’
. Sri Savang Vatthana, ' )

. It was there at thespagoda? that Imet
-:"Colonel Phethrasl. 1 was glad to see™
-~ him as hale and hearty as ever. Be
- fore entering the paéoda we walked

about a while, and he .told me about

the raid on his reside_nce,p[ten referr- .
to.in’ Vientiane as ."Pathet lao’
- House," concludmg hls story wnh the

o . ‘..'}_;comment. Sl
. South Vietnamese alrmen, ayoung, :

porter explained." "Come to attendThat '

e T vi,- :'. :

] "ThlS wasnt the hrst and wont bev
“the last Lact . of pxovocatxon : against
. us" : P ‘

Sureaenou gh cles :

'._ U.S. was not
- affairs,

- bombardment of Laos.

On May 17, 1964, “the Umted States,

in gross violation of the Geneva

. agreements of 1962, savagely bombed

Laolian' territory, Official Washington
continually assured 'the world that the
t interfering in Laotian’
but towards the enhd of last '
year, when American aggression had -

- been escalated to such proportions that
it could no longer be concealed, itwas
- forced to admit that

it had "a few
advisers'" in Laos and that the Nixon:
Administration” had sanctioned ‘the
In the course
of the current year the US. flew 500

- and more missions daily -over Laotian
" territory. ' - "

In March 1970 the thtc Housc-also

_‘admxl ed that there were 1,040 Ame-
... yicans in Laos (at the end ‘of 1969 the
' world press had‘already reported  the

presence of 12,000 Amecrican military.

and - civilians). More, the Wall Streel
-.'.,»Journal wrole that the CIA was em- j
ﬁnofm'thila_texj '

ploymv forclgn mercenanes as well

‘

contiﬂued
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o ground strikes in the Ho Chi
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" By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
foorRLLT Speclal to The Star
- FLVIENTIANE — U.S. advisers
~ - have been on the ground work-
© % ing In combat situations in Laos
-+ since 1964, Lao military sources
' day. -
. ;Lao  military sources, com-
- "menting on stories Monday that
- {1.S. troops have been leading

* Minh Trail area in South Laos
.. sald “yes, somelimes there are
27" Americans and South Vietnam-
.- ese in attacks there. The North

<" Vietnamese have taken over
<" that part of Laos. We have no
.. control over it now. Souvanna
© ¥ Phouma has said the trails are
. part of the Vietnamese war,
“The sources admitted they
‘. knew of occasions when U.S. ad-
- %5 yisers were present during fight-

< ingin other parts of Lags.

R 'ﬁT)fpcs of Advisor

0|08, ground advisers in Laos
~ -break down into three catego-
. Xles. B
belonging to the studies and cb-
servation group of the Special
Forces. These men, apart from
-~ certain special operations, oper-
dte against the Ho Chi Minh
Trail in the Laos panhandle.
Their missions include leading
troops of various Asian national-
jties in what the Lao military
call “2 commando destruction”
~operations against parls of the
frail, "~
- When Americans are killed,
they are included in the Vietnam
-causalty list. In 1987, one such
~group operated in South Viet-
nam, near Ke San village south
of the Demilitarized Zone. They
entered Laos often by helicopter.
. The second grou? of advisers
fn Laos consisis of ex-military

" Jed by American operati
are used,

WASHIRITO

] A (2] N Ay
444 5001/08/84°C& R RDP8O

- U.S. Advisers Role in Laos

c‘-“\%tw
12 dan

ves,] One officer, a colonsl, was re-

gional adviser to the 5th Military

In August 1885 I walked into Region. The other, amajor, was

the western flank of the o Chi|armed with an M16 rifle.

Minh Trail east of the town of| (.S, military men played the
Saravane where I met one agen-
cy’s paramilitary American op-
eratives.

part of ground controllers during
North Vietnamese attacks on

That morning he had beeh T.ong Chien this year. At Senate

chased away from a ridge over-
locking the trail by Communist
troops and escaped after a fire-
fight. He was dressed in a one
piece green fatigues. He led trib-
al troops back into the area.
Two such cperatives usually
are present in 10-man surveil-

working North Vietnamese lines
of communication In northern
Laos, U.S. sources say.

U.S. Army officers and non-
commissioned officers assigned
to Laos units, usually on tempo-
rary duty. ’

%65 Incident Recalled.

vember 1953, Isaw a US. Army:
captain, while under fire from a,
North Victnamese unit, give ad-
vice to Col. Thao Ly, then com-
manding paratroop group mo-
bile 21 of the Royal Lao army.,

to bring up a howitzer to fire;
down a cave mouth where North
Vietnamese troops had taken
shelter. '

The captain had two U.S.
Army sergeants who handled
communications further back.

Americans continue to carry
out those duties. .

At Paksane earlier this year,
correspondents saw two U.s
Army officers who asked their
names not be divulged accompa-
nying the Laos 10th Battalion on
what Lao officers said was the

section of the Central Intelli-
. gence Agency.

% These men, In South- Laos
“work the west flank of the trail
and supplement the activities of
Special Forces groups working
out of Vietnam. :
. In North Laos they supervise
paramilitary groups in combat
-agalnst North Vietnamese. )

"= Not One Trail

““rhe Ho Chi Minh Trail is not
ohe trail, but 2 mass of small
trails, paths and rivers with

/.men employed by the operations

The whole thing is split into sec-
tions te which North Vietnamese
unlts are permanently assigned.

LRSSk Roisn

into other sections. .
To ‘znon.itor and_ attack -this

fruck bypasses all interlocking. |-

Lt bl ACT AT

lance and harassment teams

The third group of men arej

' These men give advice to Laos:
. : {commanders under fire. In No-;
. :* Group Is composed cf advisers :

The captain advised the colonel !

start of a military c>p_en:ationT

hearings, it was admitted that
“yalidated” U.S. Army person-
nel may take part as forward air
guides.This is extremely danger-
ous duty involving approaching
enemy units and infillrating past

s

D e e |
\EPOoTret

their patrols to pinpoint Red po-
sitions for air strikes. .
The U.S. military in Vientlane
in testimony before a Senate
committee, said U.S. advisers in
Laos are not combat advisers.
The U.S. press is restrictedin
traveling to Laos battleficlds to
prevent them sceing Americans
in action. ,
The American troops, who
number fewer than 300, are
working with Lao and tribal
guerrillas against thousands of
Hanoi troops. = o
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From 0“1’ News Wires
SAIC‘O\I -~ Highly placed sources in
xSalgon sald . U.S. Special Forces txoopg
‘have suffered scores of casualties in re-
‘cent months leading secret operations in
rLaos thal have not been made public.
¢ Instead the casualtics are Tumped in
g ¢ with the others in the Vietnmun war that
¢ are announced every Thursday.
1‘"{ Tk ko
.The sources confirmed that American
{ hellCOchlS from bases in South Vielpam

are parlicipating in ground opmallonb in~

- "Laos. o ,
(‘;i} : Tk % * E
. It was also learned thal about 150
tnbal mercenaries and 10 U.S, Special

Fou:cs troops were used as bait to flush

. . out two cuermy batalions for American

-~ bombers in Laog last month, Informants
- zsald more’ than 500 North Vielnamese
troops were killed. A dozen micrcenaries

Jwere also repoztul }ulled aud 40 to 00

TL.

. -\ - & <
mereenaries anrl t\‘o Am.cucans wound
ed in the operation.

A'\iFI ICAN DENIAL

American officials in Saigon and
Vientiane, acting undey orders from

Washingion, said last March tl»ey W ould
announce all ‘casually figures from Lao

Bul U.S. casually stummnarics since that
date list no ground comnbat casualtics for
Laos, although a highly placed. source
said: “American Special Forces troops
operating out of South Vielnam are los-
ing one or two killed in Laos ‘every

month and anywhere from three fo 10

wotnded.”

The source sald thc casualtles are

being incoxpo*‘alnd in the wee kly sum-

mary ‘cumulative figures for
\Southeast Asia,” announced every -
Thursday. U

| * k%
Asked about ﬂll‘l a spokcsmau for lhe

T 5 IS XU

- L S T 1

U.S. Command said: “Thele are no U.S,
ground combat troops in Laos.”

The U.S. Command also announced
that the total nwnber of U.S. {roops in .
Vietnam' dropped 1,800 last week, 1o
377,160. It was the lowest. {ol "I 51nu=-‘_
December 1956,

G CO0-MAN DRIVE

The South Vietnamese Com:-.and said
today government troops have lanuched
a new §,000-man drive against \"iotcong
and North Vicinc,me;e sancfuaries in
Cambodia with the end of mensoon ;
rains.

1
i
"3
R
A
4
1

* Lk ox T
* The idea was fo clear Vielcong and
North Viefnamese concentrations that .
had built up since the lull m flvhtmg.
there.

The new operation” brought - to 17,500 °
the number of South Vlctnamesc tloop;. .-
in Cambodia. . - N
* ] }
-~ Reports {rom provincial officials mI

; Thailand said an American hel lcoptez

belonﬁnw to Alr-America, the charter

agency wluch works for the U.S. Adcncy

“for Infernational Dev clopment (AID) and ;
»the Central Intelligence Aﬂency (CIA) ;

ekpfbdea “and crashied i a Tice field |

? yesterday in Pichit Province.

} The avea is near thr Laotian bovdcx

i 3 YA.NI\S IXHJ_JI‘I

i, R

: ) Those killed includ led tluce Amuuans

. and threc Laolidns, the proviacia a1
{ reports sald The U.S. Embassy i,
; Bangkok and the Air America:

spo}'ebman in Bangkok had no details.

' ; The.reports sald the helicopter was en

/ Bancfko'

N route from Laos to the Royal Thai Al[‘
ase at Takhli, 110 miles north of

R SO [ DU L PP S Y
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CAMBODIAN PORCE
ITRAINING N LAOS

-

7Group for Possible Use jn
. Ho Chi Minh Trail Area,

By HENRY KAMM |

. PNOMPENH, Cambodia, Oct.
22—Reliable sources have re-
ported that three Cambodian
battalions—about 1,500 men—
are at an American Special
Forces camp in southern Laos
for commando training and
possible use in the Laotian-
Cambodian border region. -

CIA RunsEffort to Build '

" The camp—at Paksong, at
the northern run of the Boloven
Plateau in the Laotian pan-
handle—is a principal base for
surveillance of the Ho Chi Minh
Train to the and for raids on it.
Those - operations, as well as
the training of Laotian and now
Cambodian troops to participate
in them, are carried ‘out under

{~|the direction of the Central In-

telligence Ag’ency;

b The. first Cambodians were
reported to- have arrived in late
spring. About 600 of them are
said to have been recruited
among refugees who ~drifted
northward to the Mekorg River
island of Khong, on the Laotian
side of-‘the_border, as North

Ing control of the Cambodian
:border province of Stung Treng.

.- Indications are that the de-
ployment of the Cambodian

_

. |soldiers in neutral Laos was in-
intelligence!

itiated by the
agency in cooperation with
some quarters in the Cambodi-
an and Lactian military. There
are also indications that none
of the Governments involved,
not even the United States Em-
bassies here and in the Laotian
capital of Vientiane, have been
informed.

Amertcan  officials declined
comment on the report, the La-
otian Embassy ‘here denied it
and the chief of Cambodian
military intellicence, Lieut. Col.
Kim -Eng Kouroudeth, said he

~'¢eould not discuss it.

, With the hold of the Vien-
tiane Government over the
south almost mnegligible, in-
formed sources presume that
the introduction of the Cam-
odign  troops was_ arraneed

'Vietnamese troops were seiz-||.

. ¥ YORX TINES

pproved For Release 2002/3&8}; ?QHA-RDPB

i southern Laos not controlle
.3y the Vietnamese Communists.
. In this connection it was
aoted that Prince Sissouk of
Champassak, who enjoys the
esteem of the United States

. and is a nephew of Prince Boun}. | 0 L ,
aside, informed sources believe}

Oum, was named Acting De-
fense Minister of Laos earlier
this year. Furthermore, Maj.

close to Prince Boun Oum an
commands the southernmost
military region, has had direct
dealings with the intelligence
agency for many years.

In Government's Interest

The sources said it would
be in the interest of Prince
Souvanna Phouma’s Govern-
ment to remain at least offici-
ally unaware of the presence of}
the Cambedian trocps because:
the Geneva accord of 1962 on,
the neutrality and independ-!
ence of Laos, which the Pre-.
mier is striving to make effec-|
tive, forbids the presence of
foreign troops.

Nonetheless, the accords
were violated by five powers
before Carnbodia did so.

North Vietnami has an army
estimated at upward of -50,000
men in Laos in support, or ef-
fective domination, of the Com-
'munist Pathet Lao rebellion.
:They cooperate with about
'6,000 Chinese  Communist
troops building and guarding a
road toward the Thai frontier

" that the Laotian Goverum:ant

did not ask them to build. °
The United States has a

large staff of military attachés
as advisers to the regular Lao-
tian Army and, through
Central Intelligence Agencys
underwrites, supplies, advises!
and airlifts a clandestine mer-
‘cenary army in Laos.

That is in addition {o exten-
sive air attacks throughout the
country, with particular con-
centration on the Ho Chi Minh
Trail, on which North Vietnam
moves men and supplies to
South Vietnam in circumven-
tion of the Geneva accords of
1954, which ended the Indo-
china war, and of the demili-
i tarized zone on the border be-
tween North and South Viet-

best of circumstances in per- [

suading their foreign friends
and foes to return their coun-
try to them if peace comes to
!Indochina. Lo
Diplomatic considerations

‘that the use of Cambodian
troops in Laotian border area

Gen. Phassouk Somly, who i /serves the interests of both

countries,- .
Main Staging Area

Laotian strength in the south
showed signs of great attrition
earlier this year, when the Gov-
ernment abandoned two im-

portant towns, Saravane and
Attopeu, with little resistance,

Although both had long been
accessible only by air, they
servedl as important centers of
American-directed guerrilla
units in their surveillance and
occasional spoiling operations
along the Ho Chi Minh Trajl.

The two provincial capitals
fell as Communist forces
mounted pressure on southem
Laos in the wake of the out-
break of fighting in Cambodia,
With the extension of Vietna-
mese Communist .operations
throughout Cambodia and the
loss of the border sanctuaries
and the supply route from the
*Cambodian port of Kompong
Som, southern Laos became the
main depot and staging area.

During the current lull in
fighting throughout Indochina,
allied intelligence is especially
conicerned over a reported
build-up' of the Communists’
strength in the southern pans
handle. It is believed that to
supply their forces in Cambodia

the Ho Chi Minh network of

t%?they will be obliged to widen

south.

To reslst that, as well as to
minimize the flow of sup-
plies southward, greater allied
strength is said to be meeded
in southern. Laos. But Laos,
whose population does not ex-
cead threo million and where
child soldiers have become &
commonplace, Is running out of
men. Cambodia, on-the other
hand, has more volunteers than

SF NoA

nam. - e

Thailand frequently sends
troops across the border for
brief operations and has re-
cently begun to station units
in Sayaboury Province in the
north and in Champassak Prov-
ince in the south,-in the areas
between the Mekong River and
the border. - - S

South Vietnamese units also
frequently cross the border in
hot pursuit, but Prince Souvan-
na Phouma is believed to have

ations by Saigon. That is in line

ranppEraysdForkeledSe 200 TOSICACIAY

effective ruler of .the por_tionsi

have a difficult time under thel

resisted more long-term oper-|

trails toward thz_a west and .

STATINTL

STATINTL
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| Royal Laotian Navy
| Fears kive’r Dragons,

}Vﬁirlbqols and Catfish’

Sailors Don’t Rule the Waves

er W e s o,
o [t

But Keep Busy Fighting Rust;

_ Hand-Painted. Nautical Charts
£7RT0 . By PETER R. KANN -
LB 'Rteff Reporter of THE YWALL STREET JOURNAL

the American Navy,” says Prince Sinthanarong

Kindarong, as he fords a mud-puddle and then'!

carefully picks his way past several weed-cam-
ouflaged mounds of water buffalo dung. He’s
on his way across Royal Navy headquarters to
_ | show a visitor one of the ships under his com-
!mand. . ,-A . . Lo R
{7'.The gunboat, minus guns and engine, is
‘resting on the riverbank, awaiting repairs. *‘It
‘has been here for some time,”” says the prince,
.referring either to the boat or to a chicken,

: ’['VIENTIANE, Laos—“We are not rich like

;which has laid three eggs under the rusted .

> Prinse Sinthanarong—like most prominent
Laotians, a cousin’ of this country’s king—is
commander of the Royal Laotian Navy, one of
the smallest, poorest and least combative
naval forces in the world.- This is not inappro-
priate, for Laos would surely be onc of the
world’s least noteworthy nations were it not for
the North Vietnamese and Americans. Their
conflicting goals in Indochina have long since
turned supposedly neutral Laos into a battle-
tield and many of the nation’s decidedly unmil-

gees.

" ¥ The "Taotian “Army gradually’ has been

{drawn into the Indochina war. Thousands of
“mountain tribesmen. pald and directed by the
CIA, serve as Intelligence and guerrilla opera-

tives. The Army has increasingly—though not’

always very willingly—been called upon to de-

fend towns and roads, or at least its own primi-iya1:

tve outposts, from Communist atfack.

.. The 700-man Royal Laotian Navy, in its wis-
dom and perhaps to its credit, has managed to

remdin largely irrelevant to the war. Unad-

yised, unequipped and unaggressive, it is the
quintessential Asian nonfighting force. It has
pever been Americanized, which at least
means it will never need to be Laotianized.
Who Advises the Navy? ‘ ’ Cd
.. . Informatlon on the Royal Navy is not easily
‘come by. French officials here believe that
Americans advise the fleet. Some Americans
Dbelieve it has French advisers. In fact, the
iAmericans have no naval officers at all in
"Laos. The French used to have one, but he left
the kingdom last year. “'He has not been re-
placed, the French economy ls in very bad
_ shape you know,” says French-educated
~ Prince Sinthanarong. :

L. There is® an(American Navy captain In
* “Bangkok who Is aceredited as naval attache to
the roya! fleet. But he declines to answer any
questions Kcause all his information is ‘‘clas-

8itied.” D rovedoFor¥Retedise 2

+ ;boats called vedettes, a dozen 36-foot vedeltes, [..ca1 cargo down the Sckong, they coner

o ;. All these statistics may be somewhat decep-
"“five. Here at naval headquarters there are only gupnlies and, occasionally, troops. Also, {

ftaristic and apolitical people into war refu-’

STATINTL ‘ ;
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" Adcording  to Prince  Sinthanarong,. the [ ostly wooden sampan
s and 00 rat
Royal Navy has 28 vesscls: two 52-foot gUI- ppq fvhe N the Nortthietnzrr‘sesga::};?:. Olahzz.

"seven U.S. Navy surplus landing craft and P, ’ ! P
"seven transport craft “of local construction in- flcat emptly oil drums down the river first t
material of wood.” The prince notes, however detonate the mines. !
that the fleet is not entirely operational. Ae- o’thEte.z tg:ki{:zilnN::y ;;Z‘:ds?s likely to st;
: cording to Jane's Fighting Ships, in which Laos - .5 y » since confronli:
e e 2 ; the North Vietnamese is not one of its mj.
rates an even more cursory mention than . p T S mis;
Gabon or Guatemala, the Royal Navy has 34 sions. These are listed in the Royal Navy mun,
ships, of which 11 are “in commission” and 23 ual ag reconnaissance, liason, transport, fire
are “in reserve.” e ~.support end unloading. Loadingis not listeq
; i . : ", . ’though perhaps it's assumed.
A Fearsome Fleet In reality, the Navy—when it has shlps i
commission—mostly seems fo carry militar;

- five boats afloat. Four are wooden transport’ gonietimes escorts convoys of civili "
ivessels, all lacking engines. The fifth is by far past riverbanks controlle}t; by :}:Zﬂ;;aaﬁh\ézsi?}
| the largest ship in the Foyal Navy—an 80:00t, ‘(1 aotian Communists). The Pathet Lao hav
‘iron-hulled monster with a towering black . known - navy, except rafts and sanpz{m
smokestack. The ship {s powered by a wood- qpis pyles out classic naval warfare, Princ
| burning furnace. It was bullt in 1904. On shore,” ginthanarong explains. -
. awaiting repairs, are six vedettes and a land- o i .
e, The Prings explaina that It will take - 28 1 SOV TN TS TR0 e tho 13
;some time to CI?M thfs b%?}}c‘log. We can Te p.itle of Pak Beng, in northern Laos, when fiv
pair gn}y t‘f'? ships a year,” he says. sailors’ were killed and 12 wounded. Asked |
 If 'Vientlane naval headquarters i’s & some- gegeribe the battle, the prince simply replie:
what placid place, the R_oyal Navy's base al «3mpuscade” (ambush). Casualties have sinc
‘Pak Se, in southern Laos, is 2 naval grave peen significantly reduced. Last year on
(yard. Of nine vessels on display one recent {hree men were wounded. This year one me
morning, six were resting ashore in rusted “re- .ag killed In another “ambuscade.”
serve"; two others were afloat but engineless.’ The Navy's most dramatic engagemer
The ninth boat was operational and bristled however, took place during one of bsever‘
with four mounted machine guns. A YOUNZ o4p5 gretat in 1960. Naval forces sailed up t!
sailor aboard the gunboat was asked if the ropone and shelled Vientiane. “I don’t thi
guns were ever fired.""Yes,”” he replied, “but gpev hit anything,” recalls Gen. Boun Thein
only in practice. - - who emerged as & winner in that particul
What the Royal Navy largely lacks, aslde .., e Navy, however, was on the losh
trom boats, is water. Laos is nothing it not | giqa As & resul't it went’ into “reserve” f
landlocked. The Navy thus is limited to river seve.ral years unt’il a haval rearmament pi
operations, mostly along the Mekong, which gram began in 1064
enters northern Laos from China and Burma e A AR
and flows out of southern Laos into Cambodia, N
Vietnam and the South China Sea. o ) BN
The Mekong is a generally benevolent wa- )
terway—wide, muddy and meandel;ing. But
there are some hazards, including rocks, rap-
ids, sandbars, 10-foot catfish and—according to
“most Laotlans—river dragons. Prince Sinthan-
arong, who admits to literary talents, describes
[ some of the dangers in the Royal ‘Navy man-
#The Mekong, by its hazardous and tumul-’
tuous course, its shifting riverbed strewn with
sandbars and menacing rocks, the violence of
its currents and whirlpools, the dangers pres-
ented by its many rapids and by the great sea-"
sonal fluctuations of its level, demands, as
much from men as from boats, great skill to

_iconfront the vicissitudes of navigation which,
. at all times, constitute a great part of adven-

ture.” ~

The vicissitudes of navigation are not eased
much by the Royal Navy's intricate, hand-
painted navigation charts. -Unfortupately,
many of these works of art date back'to the -
1930s, which means they’glo not precisely corre-
spond to the realities of the Mekong’s con-
stantly shifting riverbed. }

 The second largest river in Laos is the Se-
kong, an increasingly important route for
North Vietnamese supplies moving from the
Ho Chi Minh trail area of eastern Laos down
into northern Cambodia. The Royal Navy, how-

ver, doesn’t operate on the Sekong. This is l
Bl %I04 BIALRDP80 0 1601RH00700020001-5

‘Mdirect benefit to the enemy,” he says. The pino'mines into the river. These mines arq set

captain also refuses to discuss American ald t0 i, evplode upon the approach of any metal ob-
tha Proal Nave TF appears to be far from .-+ whicrh wnrld dnelinde BPoval Navyv oun-
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'VIENTIA\L Oct. 17—
iddhist - Lent has. just
%nded - 'with an_orglastic’

Flourish " in this ‘tiny, war-,
‘,eary kingdom_ - which
f_awakens Monday t6 - hang-
Vers and a returh ‘to un-
elcome reality.
'._“”Yet there .are still’ stlr-
'nds of hope here that the
5 gar future may bring a
onﬂer Tespite from war
\than onec weekend of drink-
?in singing, dancing ‘and
boatracxncT "along the ’\Ie-
kor<r River,

~ 8uch hopes stem from the

‘V’prospectne meeting be-

fween plenipotentiary repre
-géntatives of Prime Minister-
.Bbuvanna Phouma, who is
‘due back from. abroad at,
the end of the month, and
‘Bis cousin, Pathet - Lao
:;eader Prince Souphanou-‘
yong i
f“They are the rnal fig-

eheads in a struggle that;
‘has turned nearly a quarter
‘6f the nation into refugees
.ghd has devastated its large
grlbal population, ‘
"¢ Despite the harsh rhetoric
ﬁlth which the North Viet-

‘fiamese = and ‘Pathet Lao
reeted President Nixon’s
Qet. 8 speech, spokesmen

j iere for all sides, Western
'hd Communist, shll look

with cautious optimism upon

e prospectne meeting be-

ween -the two sides "at
‘hangkhai, a village on the
&astern edve of the Plam
f Jars.

1etnamese spokesman here

old me this week: “When
Ybu have a tragic confla-
‘ration, as in Indochma itis
a’t least progress to save-one
%ouse ” The house to which
2e referred was Laos.

" Procedural Tangle

;,.At the moment the ar-
tangements for the meeting

" between representatives of

Souvanna ‘and Souphanou-
fgnrr are snarled in a seman-

t.lc and plocec.ural “tangle
‘whose significance ends at
the Laotian border. .

In one of two letters to
hls -cousin designdting a rep-
resentatnc for  the talks,
‘Souvanna Phouma said he
was . ‘acting in “my capacxty
as Prime Minister” of the
royal Laotian government of
unlon Ahxs angered _Sou-

‘phanou ﬂpmve

- separately.

- '.and left.

wu,.zr\,\rq.:( YOt VYOS |

18 0CT 1970

vanna’s Vientiane Govern-
ment as a legal entity but
only a rival faction.

- But the betting in Vienti-
ane  diplomatic circles is

that some way will be found’

to " swrmount the -dispute—
perhaps yet a third letter
from Souvanna upon his re-
turn.

The reasoning,
across the political spee-
trum, is that a balance has
now been reached in the
war where it is to the advan-
tage of neither side mnor

i,their respective foreign pa-

trons,. the North Vietnamese
ahd Amerxcans to continue
it. -

American Bombing

From the start the broad .
outlines of an accomodation
at Khangkhai have been vis-
ible, It would be an offer by
Souvanna to halt the inten-

: sive American bombing of

northeast Laos in exchange
for a cessation of militavy
pressure in that region by
the North Vietnamese and
Pathet IL.ao forces.

As for the Amercian
bombing of the Ho Chi
+ Minh Trail through the

southern Laotian panhand!e,

‘that would remain a matter

for the United States and
North Vienamese to settle
The sparsely
populated trail area is of no
vital strategic
Souvanna.

At present the Pathet Lao

_;forces and North Vietnam-
¢ As a highranking North

ese are extended Tfurther
into Laos than at any period
in the past 10 years, even
the time of the signing of
the 1962 Geneva Agreement
setting up a tripartite gov-
ernment of right, neutral

- a

Dry Season

And now the dry season
the period of greatest mili-
tary advantage to the road-
bound North Vietnamese ;
and Pathet Lao, is about to
begin.

from-

’IO“4“: CIA-RD 0’
..;:- ™ Y >
j] @ - l\j @D
' _ that “he does not legald Sou unn K CO‘I;\:C;lUOllal -dl()‘l:lljldv

“forces of the Communists.
It would, therefore, be {o

Souvanna’s - interests, it
would seem from hele to
stop the hostilities befnrc
things get worse—a gquestion
of cutting the losses.

From the American stand-
point any hope of making
new headway in the war
would clearly require a
greater U.S. milifary invest-
ment, such as the massive
bombing of the Plain of Jars
in late 1969, but a look at
the results in not encourag-
ing. . :
For taking its size into-ac-
count, Laos has been the
most heavily bombed coun-

a try in the history of the

 created

47090200015
f4po20001
il \_b(ﬁ“

ﬁ;ﬂ r}i M:::‘ e
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é ;\ieo trxbaI populatlon tha1
numbered 400,000 10 years

; ago.

In Pathet Lao eyes the
Khangkhal talks represcnt
an opportunity to convert
their military gains into bar-
gaining power at.the confer-
ence table. They might, in
fact, be able to negotiate in
a new Vientiane administra-
tion to rejoin the Genceva-
tripartite govern-
ment from which they’
pulled out in 1964.

The North Vietnamese,
too, have Treached what

world, authoritative military would scem to be the limit
officials here acknowledge. of their territorial interests
The number of bombing sor- N the Laotian panhandle
ties conducted from Ameri- when they- and the Pathet

interest to'
* tribal guerrillas rather than

can bases in neighboring
Thailand and South Viet-
nam-——though "never for.
mally disclosed—are relia-
bly reported to " have
reached a level of 700 a day.

In addition, Laos has
served as a laboratory for
counter-insurgency -warfare
tactics once fashionable in
the early days of the Viet-
nam war. In Laos, however,
the prime TU.S. contractor
for ground military opera-
tions was the Central Intelli
gence Ageney and its armed
and trained bands of Meo

American G.1s. )
Despite " all this sv.xpport,
the royal Lao government is
in worse shape militarily and
territorially now than it was
eight years ago at the tlme
of Geneva. ;
Pr o-government ‘cadre are
being killed at the rate of 10
{to 15 a day, according to’

- military sources here, F01

government-controlled popu-
' lation of two million this

would be the equivalent of a,

1,000 to 1,500 daily death toll

in a country the size of the
‘Umted States.

This excludes eivilian.and

The military imperatives enemy casualties, for which

..in Laos are exactly the re- there are o reliable official

verse of the ones in neigh- counts. Investigators for the

boring Vietnam.

The wet Senate Judiciary Subcom-

season helps the pro-govern- mittce on refugees recently
ment tribal guerrillas, who estimated that as many as 50
bear the brunt of the fight- per cent of the men and 25
ing. Dry season, with ils per cent of the women and’
dense smoke haze, severely children have becn killed in

hampers aerial operations

Lao captured Saravane and
Attopeu in the southern
panhandle last summer.

Their consolidation of
these two holdings secured
for the North Vietnamese
the new logistical trail along
the Sekoncr River to replace
_the one they lost in Cam-
"bodia after the estrange-
ment and later downfall of
Prince Norodom Sihanouk.

Military - officials are cur”
rently puzzled over the ap-
parent disappearance from
Laos of the 312th North Vi-
etnamese Division, which
played an important role
last spring in the Commu-
nist victories on the Plain of
Jars. There is understanda-
ble speculation that it may
be a signal. ~ ° :

And so there is the smellv.

+in Vientiane, however elu-
sive and faint, of a possible

deal at Khanﬂkhal provided |

the talks survive the prescent

semantic morass. And that
is why many members of
the - Souvanna government
and even somé members of
the American mission here
regret that President Nixon
never mentioned Khangkhai
in his Oct. 8 proposal for an

overall Indochina settle-
ment. _ ) .
In Laos, at least, there

may be the possibility of a
separate peace. .
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' reconnalsance teams being sent by the U S.

ar

’men most of who are Yao hill tribesman,

' strlp known as "Site 93" of "Moung Moune, "

continue northwest,
» kllometers from Site 93.

. almost shot down for straying into China.
<ing July 1968, an Air America "porter' single-
" engined plane with two aboard crossed the Chi-
" nese frontier near the tri-borders of Burma,

"Laos and China.

WASIIIIT(‘TO}\T D C.
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'HOUE! SAI Laos (LNS) -- ’1‘hls sleepy Me-

kong River town is as close as a journalist with

any regard for his safety can get to a secret
CIA outpost which is the staging area for armed .
in-
to Chlna .
fs. Sources close to the CIA pinpoint the stavmg
rea at 2 small mountain valley airstrip called
_ Nam Lieu (Nam Yu) fifteen minutes flying time
“north of Housei Sai. According to the same
~highly reliable sources, "there is always 2
team in China, "

. The teams are armed with Amer1can small
arms a special three pound radio with a range
. of four hundred miles, and other special equip-
“ment. Their mlss1ons are to tap Chinese tele-
graph lines, watch roads and do other types of
intelligence gathering. Teanis have gone as far
as two hundred miles into China.

‘Each team is said to consist of about’ f1fteen

are used because this tribe lives in large num-
bers along the mountainous frontiers of Laos,
Burma, Tha1land and China. There are approx-
imately two million Yao living inside Chma, and

- some of the mercenaries have family ‘connec-
Meo and Lao Theung trlbesmen are
) also used for similar reasons. -

tion's there.

The teams are normally flown to a sod air-
a-
bout twenty kilometers north of Nam l.ieu, near
the Mekong River where it forms a border with
Burma. Sometimes they are put down right on
the banks of Mekong by helicopters. They car-
ry instantly inflatable rubber rafts to use cross-
{ng the Mekong into Burma, From Burma they
entering China about flfty )

. The teams from Nam Lieu are gone three to

four months, maintaining contact by radio with’

Nam Lieu and with airplanes which fly close to
the China border in order to pick up theu- broad—

. .'casts

.-On at least one occasxon an alrplane has been

Dur-

Parts of both wings were
blown away by anti-aircraft fire, but the plane
was able to limp back to base,

. Several of the tearns inserted into Chma

oo STATINTL
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A in China

Yao

" of Houei Sai on the Lao-Thai border. :
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have been captured, and some have switched
allegiance, returning to Nam Lieu as counter -
spies. a o
) There has been at least one oceasion when
a returning team brought Chinese back. with

‘them. Durmg 1968, five local Chinese functlon— .

aries ousted from their posts by the Cultural
Revolution m China defected to a Nam Lieu re--.
connaisance team. They were brought back to
Nam Lieu by the team. There they were well-
treated by the Americans for a time but eventu=-_

B rally turned over to the Royal Loatian govern-

ment, According to sources close to the CIA
the five were thrown into the Laotian equivalent

of a "tiger's cage" -- a twelve- by-twelve-by-

twelve foot pit exposed. to the elements and with-
out sanitation facilities -- and eventually execu-

Vted. . . : .

Like most CIA operetions in Laos, the one
at Man Lieu is directed from a super-secret
headquarters at Udorn airbase in Northeast

‘Thailand. There are four Americans in Nam

. Lieu, however, headed by a veteran clandestine |
‘mercenary organizer named Anthony Poe.
addition to activities inside China, Poe and his

In

v

team also work with hill tribesman in the area,
organizing "SGU" (special guerilla units) and

"Thai Army which they direct at Xieng Lom south

i

Poeis an ex-Marine non-commissioned Offl-
cer, wounded in landmg at Iwo Jima, who re~ ~ i
mained in Asia after World War II. In the fif- .
ties he helped organize Tibetan ClA-aided in- ,z/
surgents, escorted them to Colorado for train- .
ing and finally went back with them into Tibet.
Later he worked in the Thai-Cambodian’ border -
area with the "Khemer Blue" anti-Sihanouk forc-

. es receiving assistance from the CIA, and in

other parts of Thailand with other mercenary
groups for a total of five years. He has been in,
and out of Laos since before the Geneva Accords
of 1962, and was one of the first Americans in- !
volved in arming and training h111 trlbe para- N
‘military groups in Laos. a
There are reasons to believe Poe's opera-
tions at Nam Lieu are just the tip of an iceburg ’
of U. 8, activities “in Chlna and Burma. TaLe
for example: . -
--Sources close to the CIA report that the
CIA is working with Shan mercenary groups
movmg into Chma from northern Burma Ac—
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AID Good:
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o S w Washington P
T Investlﬂatms for the Gen-
eral Accounting Office found
serfous losses of U.S. relief
goods intended for refugees in
_Laos, agcording to a report re-
leascd yesterday )

% In two weeks of spotcheck-
111:,', GAO investigators found
that $109,000 worth of goods

shipped from Thailand to Laos;

had inexplicably disappeared,
according to a summary of the
report relcased by Sen, Ed-
ward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.),
chairman of the Judiciary Sub-!;
commlttee on Refugees.

5 The GAO, an investigating

arm of Congress, conducted

{ts investigation of U.S.

. Agency for International De-

- velopment programs at the

) ~ Kennedy Subcomnnttees re-
quest

Kennedy alleged that "s]op—

Py manaﬂement weak account-
abxl;ty plocedures and a
serious loss or diversion of
commoditics characterized
. : . some. AID prodrams in Laos”
- : . and that this raises “serious

i doubts about the efficiency

. , . and effectiveness of all U.S,

. -ald  programs to Vlentlane,”

‘ the ‘capital of Laos.

: AID spokesmen in Wash-
mgton said they would have
no comment until they had
studied the GAO report. They
said many of the loose prac-
tices the GAO had reported
to AID personnel on the spot
had since been tightened up.

_ - : “After the GAO’s field in-
B R vestlgatlon conducted in July
: -and August AID told . the

GAO it had found documents

accounting for most. of the

missing $109 000 worth  of

goods ” e

L e i d
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o5t Staft Wnber ..
Bui the GAO sald 1t could

anly conclude that there is
still a need for AID to review

its progeclums and (0 1mprov
them..

Daniel De Haar, the coun—
sel for the Subcommlttec said
a number of obstacles had
been placed on the GAO in-
vestigation by-the Central In—
telligence Agency. .

He said that an attempt had
been made to prevent the
GAO investigators from go-
ing to Laos on the grounds
that no ‘travel funds were
available for them and that
the CIA had attempted to in-
voke executive privilege to
prevent the investigators from
seeing the records for the
refugee aid program.

Examples of mlsmanaﬂe-
ment the GAO found 1nc1ude€l

¢ Transportation bills sub-
mitted by a military-controlted
Thai government agency, Ex-
press Transportation Organi-
zation, were paid witholit
proof that goods shipped from

in Laos. .

® A Thai private company,
Ear Peng Chiang, was paid for
dehvermd a shipment of steel
bars and axes which was not
received in Laos. ,

* “USAID was not process—
ing most claims against car-
riers for shortages or dam-
ages incurred in transit.” -

U.S. aid to Laocs runs about
$50 million yearly, a third-of
which is designated for refuge-
es.. The GAO investigators
spotchecked programs worth
a total of $14.1 million in flscal

year 1970. ... - ..

-.._lrv
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By Rondld Koven -

STATINTL

Thailand had been recew&.d

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700020001-5



[T O T O I T |

L~

wq..,“,.‘

e rrsnng ,.'.-.,,

WASHINGION STAR

AF Rescues
t

', By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
ea Special to The Star

£ VIENTIANE — US. Air
YForce procedure in rescuing

¢ American pilots downed over
= Northern Laos is too slow, ac-

~cordmg to well mformed

- o
(é
[
o]
v

" Rescues of Americans there

¢ Giant hehcopters —,or
¥ “Buffs.”

’ ; Each is armed with three’

H 7 62 miniguns.

. These helicopters are on call.
, ?near U.S. Meo base of Long

L Cheng on the Southern portion
‘of the Plain of Jars. Souces
. sald Buff crews, after reach-
. ing the rescue point, must first
tascertain a pilot's identity,
: usually by asking very person-
y al questions on the radio.
.. After a satisfactory answer
a Buff radios its control base
xat Udorn in Northeast Thai-
;Jand, saying the pilot has been

T esighted -and requests permls-

Called Cumbearson me

sion to pick up the pxlot Then

i'are carrled out by Jolly Green'.

R et

in L@@

there is, a pause until the

Udorn controller gives the go |

ahead.
While this transpires North
Victnamese or Pathet Lao

troops are closing in on the

" hapless pilot.

“The crew of the helicopter
should be able to decide if they

should go in..They are on the !

'spot and not the controller at
Udorn® an informant said.

Force procedure said Commu-
nists often try to trap rescue
copters after capturing the pi-
Iot by putting out false “day-
glo,”  yellow sheet-markers
and by using the captured
crewman’s radio. They said
the Buff helicopter arms are
* better able to drive away ap-
proaching Communist troops.
Air America operates in the
area on behalf of the Central

Intelligence Agency and other -

'US government customers

'Approved For Release 2001/03/921T @fA-Ropao 01601
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New Defanﬂ in U.S. b’&“'mmﬁd

By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
~ Special to The Star

VIB\ITIANE — Informed
sourf.es have supplied further
details on an incident during
which U.S. jets attacking the
Plain of Jars, nearly hlt Meo
Gen. Vang Pao.

- According to these sources,
the incident occurred during Op-
ération About Face in late Au-
gust or early September 19859
Whlle Vang Pao was standing on

%h ground observing Air Force

ttacks before his froops as-

Saulted enemy positions on the

aln.
p # Two firing passes were made
at the general and a group
$tanding with him by Air Force
1055 which were refurning to
their bases. The planes fired
Vulcan 20-millimeter high ex-
plosive cannon shells.

. The first shells landed some
200 yards from Vang Pao and
the second about 150 yards away
_on 'the other side. According to
‘the sources, Vang Pao was ac-
companied by members of the

Central = Intelligence Agency
..and other ofﬁc;als
o 3 AF Issues Dema!s

- - eriminate bombing or <trafmg”
- inLaos T

The Alr Force on "Saturday
and again yesterday denied that
Vang Pao was strafed by Air
Force planes and insisted “there
bave geen no reports of indis-

W .HO'veveré som ces Who o decline

@  Lao General Are R pomod‘

to permlt use of their names,

reported Friday that U.S. pllots
flying bombing missions over
northern Laos are hitting tar-
gets not officially approved. The
Vang Pao incident was cited as
an example.

An official denial here sald
‘““there is no’evidence that Gen.
Vang Pao was strafed during
so-called nonofficial strikes.”

Some official American|®
sources suggest the emphasis of
the denial is on the incident hay-
ing taken place during a nonoffi-
cial strike, and that the incident

occurred during an official
strike. -

The sources suggest that alter
an officially authorized strike,
ammunition rermaining in the
planes was directed on a “target
of opportunity” rather than an
“unofficial target.”™

May ‘Play Ganies’

But if a “"target of opportuni-
ty” is chosen by the pilot rather
than by his commanders, then it
is easy for the pilot to “play

games” as reported on Friday
and denied by the Air Force, An

‘|Air Force denial yesterday said

Maj. Gen. Games F. Kirkendall,
commander of Air Force units in
Thailand, “has thoroughly inves-
tigated” allegations that pilots
are hitting nonapproved targets
and “there is no substantiation

Jwhatsoever”: to the allegations:.

“The rules of engagement are

very, stringent and do not permit
targets of choice,” the Air Force

Baid. “All air strikes are careful-

1y controlled. There is no way in
which an indiscriminate attack
could go unreported.”

Sources say this denial is ob-
viously rubhish or the United
States is officially engaged in
wiping out the Laos c1v111an pop-
ulatlon .

o ;3. Refugee Accounts

Recent refugees from north-
ern Laos tell of their. villages
bemg bombed by U.S. aircraft.

Towns and villages such as'

X1eng Khowang on the Plain of
iJars have been destroyed. The

Plain of Jars area is a free fire

zone,.

In hearings last year before:

"[the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, Col. Robert F. Ty- -

rell, U. S. air attache in Vie-
hane, testified that there are

Approved For Release 20(@3@%; Z@bmjﬂg’d
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But if villlages are not official
targets, the question is raised as
to how Air Force planes de—
stroyed them. ..

" Politically Dangerous

" Perhaps the answer is thai
they are “targets of opportuni-
ty” which have given rise, well
informed sources, “say, to pilots

‘playing games’ and hitting po-
litically dangerous targets.

U.S. Ambassador to Laos' G.
MeMurtrie Godley, who has'the
responsibility for Airr Force tar-
geting, is making a genuine ef-
fort to show such gamees are
not possible by asking the Air
Force to tell correspondents how
the monitoring system works.

But an- explanation was re-
fused yyesterday at the U.S.
base in Udorn in northeast Thai-
land,

U.S. Air Force planes are not
the only ones bombing nonau-
thorized targets. The Lao air
force does too.

A newsman who ﬂew in a Lao
air force "T28 dive bomber from
Luand Prabang reported his pi-
Iot fired rockets at a Chinese-
built road, a garget prohibited
by Presmier Souvanna Phouma
to either Lao or U.S. planes.

The pilot fired rockets from a
distance of 5,000 yards because
of anti- alrcraft fore.

P
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Miss-Martinez (Elizabeth Sutherland Martinez) is editor of

v El Grito de! Norte, a newspaper of the Chicano movement,

published in northern New Mexico. She is the author of a

"book on Cuba, The Youngest Revolution (Dial Press), and
- editor of Letters from Mississippi (McGraw-Hill).

I
i

*_ - The: Settha Palace Hotel in Viehtiane, capital of Laos,- is-
- & strange hodgepodge of colonialisms and cultures. Parked

.in the entrance driveway between well-kept lawns stands a.

“white Triumph convertible, its top down and red lcather

seats gleaming. The dark pancled walls behind the hotel’s

}.:from desk arc decorated with old KLLM posters; at the
- desk itself stand one or two polite young clerks of Indian
, origin; the air-conditioned bar offers Muzak pop tunes in

French, Spanish and English; the restaurant is called a
Rathskeller and serves pizza. Laos is almost nowhere to
be found. o

- As for the clientele, the hotel at first seems to have

“very few guests, but slowly more begin to be noticcable,

very early in the morning and after dusk. They are all
.of a kind: stocky, crew-cut, blond and blue-eyed American
‘men in their 3Qs or early 40s, keeping very much to them-
Selves, without women or children. They are, it turns out,
_pilots for Air America. And it is the American colonial
.presence which dominates in Laos above all.

t . Like other Americans in the country in April 1970, the
.pilots were trying to keep what this Administration’s
jargon calls “a low profile.” But that month, the profile
-leaped into view. The sccret war being waged by the United
States against the Lao people, the war in which Air
‘America plays 2 key part, was no longer a secret. From
‘the release of testimony given in hearings of a Senate sub-
committee last fall, the folks at home learned that the
‘United States had been waging war in Laos since 1962;
that it was costing taxpayers some billions of. dollars a
year; that U.S. pilots were carrying out as well as direct-
ing bomoing raids against almost exclusively civilian vic-
tims, with the U.S. Ambassador in Laos approving in

" advance each target selected. -

. But the impact of that information was not felt at the
‘time in" the United States. Key scctions of the testimony
wefe deleted from the version released, and then the in-
vasion of Cambodia followed so quickly that Laos became
dimmed from view. But in » long:range way, those revela-
tions in the Senate may have been more important than
the Cambodian action, For the “noawar” in Laos suggests
a pattern that the United States may follow—in Latin
America, Africa, wherever-——more often than it does the
direct involvement of American ground troops, as in
Vietnam and Cambodia. It has the huge advantage of
costing only American dollars—and very few American
‘lives—so that no storm of protest is likely to mount.

. The Senate subcommittee testimony, together with in-
formation gathered elsewhere, forms a picture of one of
the most inhuman and senseless adventures in American
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attack in North Vietnam halted in November 1968, Why?
“Well,” the ‘U.S. Deputy Chief of -Mission has tld a
journalist, “we had all those planes sitting around and
couldn’t just let them stay there with nothing to do.”

B ° *

Yo7 TULS, presence in Laos, like its presence through.

ut - Indochina, began before the French were ﬁnall;f
defeated and left in 1954: after' that year, however, it
grew quickly. Laos was never considered a prize plurn-of
the French empire, as can be seen by the neglect of
Vientiane—a small, carelessly Jaid-out town with nons
of the broad avenues, massive stone buildings and pretiy
parks that the French put down in such favored centers
as Hanoi. Though Laos exports wood and tin, it has
never btean plundered in the classic colonial way; the
importancz of the couniry to the impetialists has besn

mainly as a buffer beiween Thailand znd Vietnam.

Laos is a nation of Liangry peasants, but land is oov ~i
central peint of popular dizcontent—only about 77 v, ¢
cent of it is in the handa of landowners. The m's);g
class is supporied by trade ar: reval lineage——ths -om-
mercial interests being tied first o <he Vyainch anc now
to the Americans. Tibport duties are e wiain source of
national income—and plenty of personz iicoms, too.
Corruption, nepotism, favoritism and abuse of power by
the military were until recently the main grievances in
town and country—Vientiane is said to have more whore-
houses and opium dens than it has schools and hospitals
combined. But during the past decade, a new factor in
the oppression of the Lao people has bzen added: the
American bombings. - .

The 1962 Geneva Accords recognized for Laos a
coalition government of Right, Center and Lefi. The
Pathet Lao (meaning “nation of the Lao”) as the revolu-
tionary forces are commonly called, were given four seats
in the cabinet and the zight-wing clique of royal, military
eud commercial elements another four scats. The balance
of power lay originally with a group of *neutralists,” by,
it soon lost all importance as the United States threw
its support to the Right. : :

From 1964 to 1968, the Royal Lao Government and
the Pathet Lao fought for control, with power swinging
back and forth several times. About 40 per cent of the
country came under Pathet Lao control. It was for th:’
purpose of supporting U.S. forces in Vietnam and of
keeping as much Lao territory as possible under its
iafluence that the United States began to build up its mili-
tary power and institutionalize its civil role in Laos. The
Ho Chi Minh Trail (a narrow supply route running
through southeastern Laos to the National Liberation
Forces in South Vietnam) and the supposed presence
of North Vietnamese troops in Laos served as excuses.
But if there are such troops in Laos, President Nixon and
other officials have at least quadrupled their nymbers.
Non-Communist observers estimate perhaps 5,000 Viet-
namese troops in Laos—Nixon, in his March 1570

41 : i s ot only did he far
Ieﬁxegge ﬁlegmegegﬁc@r?@hgo‘?? military attachés
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L By GENE OIslI
'{[\'.Vgshington Bureau of The Sun}
* Washington, Sept. ~26—The
Meo tribe of Laos, which the
‘United States molded info an
anti-Communist guerrilla force,
has been decimated and demor-
alized “after more than ten years
of fighting, according to Senate
investigators.

" The tribe numbered 400,000
tembers in 1950 but about hall
-of the men and a quarter of the
women and children have died
‘in the clandestine war in Laos.
¢ Report By Subcommitiee

" This is one of the findings con-
tained in a staff report which
the Senate subcommittee on ref-
vgees released today. The re-

porl paints a grim picture of the;

“human toll of the war in Viet-
nam, Laos and Cambodia,
where literally over a million
persons have been made home
less, according to staff investi-
gators.

The report was writlen by

" BALTIHORE SU
e - STATINTL
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" . Many Fear Risks
“Some observers feel,” the re-
port said, “that many Meo
would probahly prefer the risks
of accommodation with the Pa-
thet Lao and North Vietnamese
to the continued loss of life and
limb in a conflict, which, for
them,'is endless.”

A history of the Meo involve-
ment in the war was given last
May at a subcomumittee hearing
by Ronald J. Rickenhach, a for-
mer official of the Agency for
International . Development
(AID) who served in Laos.

When the North Vietnamesc
began moving into nortihern
Laos in the late 1830s, he said,
the Meo, who have historically
been suspicious of oulsiders,
saw their cause as an effort to
protect their highland home
* from outside incursion.

Guerrilla Force Formed
At this point, Mr. Rickenbach

said, Special Forces teams be-

gan arming, resupplying and ad-
vising the Meo along with the

1l evacuation from the hills along

Dale S. de Haan and Jerry M. other hill tribes, the Lao Teung
Tinker, staff members of the an(TihecVan, What resulted, he
Tefugee subcommittee, who re- gaiq was an anti-North Viet-
cently completed & three-weck namese guerrilla foree in north-
field study of the refugee prob-lern Lacs. .
After the 1962 Geneva ac-
- In releasing the report, Sena-icords, which banned overt U.S.
tor Edward M. Kennedy, iht‘gmilitary involvement in Laos,
subcommittee chairman, said itithe CIA took over the roe of
was part of the subcommittee’s aqyising and Tunneling aid to thé
- continuing effort ““lo documeid guerrilla forces. o
‘the devastating impact of the ™ 54 the process, Mr. Ricken-
Indochina’ war on the civilian pach said, the Meo and the other!
population.” _ hill tribe guerrillas *became un-
500,000 In South Vietnam . witting pawns of the U.8.,” serv-
* The report states that more'ing the greater American inter-
then 500,000 refugees remain on est of countering the North Viet-.
the books in. South Vietnam namesc presence in Laos and
alone, with thousands more thereby hindering their war ef-
being made homeless by the fort in South Vietnam.
war every month. “Decimation” Of Tribe.
- In Lags, .the refugee popula- Mr. de Haan and Mr. Tinker
tion is reaching the -300,000 of the subcommiltee staff say in
mark, while in less than six their report that “the cost to the,
months the war in Cambodia-Meo for this service has been.
has created nearly a million ref- nothing short of the decimation
ggees in addition to the estimat- of their tribe.”” - .
ed 400,000 ethnic Victnamese, The tribe, the report states,

who have been made homeless,i repeatedly has been driven out !

the report said.  Tof its mountain villages in the

. As for the hill tribes of Laos, waves of offensives and coun-
_ which were armed and trained ter-offenses staged in Northern
Laos by government and Co-

i~ first by the U.S. Special Forces

and later by the Central Inteili
gence Agency, the report states:

Laos by -government and Com-
nwnist forces almost annually

“After long years of flecing and since 1962.

fighting, of moving and dying,
their ranks today are demoral
zed and tragically thin.”_

——evk
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“U.S. AID officials estimate,” |

‘the report says, “that during a
L‘Iong mcve, stich as last spring’s

!the Plain of Jars, one out of
]_every family of five dies en
route.”

“They Have Had 1t!”

The report also included a re-
cent internal memorandum of
the U.S. mission in Vientiane,
:the administrative capilal of
Laos. .

The memorandum states in
part: “We must recognize that
in as much as a great measure
of the effectiveness of the mili-
tary force lies ‘in its fighting
heart and its numbers, as well
;as leadership and equipment,
"the Meos and Lao Teung areno
| longer the military asset they
were in the past. .. In other
words, they have been used to
the hilt and as many of them
are expressing—they have -had
it!l) ‘ . . N

The memo recomumends a

reassessment of U.S. plicy to-
ward the hill tribes. It suggests
that in the future humanitarian
faclors ought to ~predominate!
over military considerations.

“We could, in cffect,” the
memo stafes, “give them a fond
thanks for their services and
cast them advift to shift for
thernselves, faced with the spec-.
tor of starvation and-or being:
absorbed (with increasing bitter:

emories of our abandonment)!
inte  Communist-dominated:
areas. This, of course, would not'
be humanitarian or strategically
csound considering U.S. objec-
tives in Laos.” - —- :

The subcommittee staff report
~states that another aspect of the'

until relatively: recently, the
U.S. aid program was essential-
ly a cover fo the CIA. o

According to the subcommit- -
tee’s findings, the report says, :
"about 50 per cent of the Agency;
for International Development’s
total public health budget for
Laos went foward financing the
Ipzfgamilitary operations of the

No Improvement
-In South Vietnam, the investi-
gators reported, the refugee
problem has not improved and,
if anything, has eorsened, par-
ticularly in view of the influx of
200,000 ethnic Vietnames from

Cambodia. .
According fo the report, most
Lof the “successes” in the reset-
:tlement programs have been ac-'

reclassificalion  of  certain
groups of refugees as having
been resetiled. '

About 300,000 refugces, the re-
port says, have becn slatislical-

1y resettled by the U.S, mission

in Saigon, but their actual condi-
tion remaius. the same. o

As for civilian casualties in
the Vietnam war, the report
says, nearly 3,000 persons a
month feil victim lo the war last
year, according to government
hospital records alone.

But this figure docs not in-
clude persons treated al private
hospitals, rural dispansaries,
Spacial Forces and Viet Cong
hospitals, nor those who are
killed outright or die before they
reached a treatment facility.

If. these additional numbers
were added, the report said, the
total civilian casualties over the
past year would be about 150,-
000, including as many as 35,000
deaths. These figures would
bring the total civilian casual-
ties since 1365 to riore than a
million, including 300,000 deaths,

the report said.

refugee problem in Laos is that ~

/
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* the edge of the Bolovens Plateau
Jn southern Laos after three
days of fierce fighting.

'governmcnt forces contro! of the
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By TAMMY Al PUCIxLEv
Special to The Star

: VIENTIANE — Special Lao
guerrilla units have captured a
sirategic mountain position on

The victory yesterday gives

grea. overlooking the provincial
capital of Attopeu and threatens
fo cut Hanoi’s Sekhong River
Infiltration and supply route to

WASHYNGEH sr,&?

volved in the earlier phasc of the
attack, according to military
sources. , :

Advisers mostly have civilian
status and are employed by the
Central Intelligence Agency. *

They are stationed on airstrips
on eastern edge of the plateau
where they run guerrilla teams
into the XHo Chi Minh Trail area
under Cinstructions from the
agency's Mekhong substation in
the town of Pakse.

Part of the assault on the hill
is General Lao rainy scason of-
fensive to retake ground lost

Cambodia.

Jhe hill, called Roy al Moun-
tain, was taken with the aid of
da:ly attacks by U.S. jets and
Lao piston-engined ¢ dive bomb-
ers. . ;
" Heavy Casualties

Casualtieswere ropmtnd
heavy on both sides. Lao guerril-
la units numbered about 800
men.

“Artillery pieces up there can
ghell anything that moves,”” gov-
ernment sources boasted.

- The capture of Royal Moun-
tain is the first Lao victory since
the government quietly launcied
an offensive against the Comrau-
- ists a month ago.

Government casualties from
the battle began arriving here
last npight. -

Drive Was Halted

Friday, the Lao guerrillas
were stoppOd 1,000 yalds short
of their obgectlve by North Viet-
namese troops in machine gun
nests and bunkers. The North
Vietnamesc had foiled air
strikes dodging over the plateau
edge then returnlng to positions

during infantry assaults. ‘“De-
layed action bombs were used to
crater the area! and aided in
the final victory, sources said.

=
,

Ten US adv1sels _were m-

A RSB TR
‘;rﬁ"llc U‘ ‘u‘; (jc
Hill From Re ds

tu c:

during Hanoi’s dry season of-
fensive this year. Until yester-
day, the offensive failed against
stubborn North Vlemameqe cp-

position. Gen. Meo Vaugpao s

forces were repulsed in a at-

tempt to take the key position,
o fBan Na on the rim of the'

Plain of JaLs in North Laos this
week:

Backed by U.S. air su*)pert
Vangpao reached the hill over-
looking Pan Na. Then a North
Vietnamese infantry counter at-

tack sent his force reeling with

“moderate’’ casualties.
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Kennedy Criticizes U

©  Onlndoching Refug

s [

By DANA BULLEN © ‘It'is a regrcitable factthat
1 A Star Slaff Writer the problems of the people are
" UGen. Rdward M. Kemnedy,|as overwhelming today as they
- D-Mass., warned yesterday thal [have been in the past and in .
‘the plight of rcfugees in Indo-|SOIC Ways even morc o, he :
.'china is critical and crilicized said.
'the United States for a “busi-| The staff study found that well
‘ness-as-usual  attitude toward |over 500,000 refugees remain on

the problem. - the books in South Vietnam, _ » 2
“Wilh the spreading of war while thousands move are falling T I

into Cambodia, fear has now ¥1§tlm to tthe }‘(’131' evlery moh“”]- S
ipped almost the entive popu-|Lhe veport said at least three

Fah%lz)l- of Indbochina, va;tll; pin- million refugees,” not “on the STATINTL

creasing human misery, the flow books'” also remain in camps or
of refugees, and the occurrence wban slums to which they
of civilian war casualties,” he moved in recent years.
said. ’ In 1969, the study asserted the
Kennedy, chairman of the Sen-|U-S. mission in Saigon “under-
ate subcommittee on Refugees, took a deliberate campaign . . .
called for greater efforts to help|to climinate the refugee prob-
war victims yesterday as he re- lem by systematically classify-
Jeased a report by staff mem.|ing it out of existence.
bers who recently visited Cam-| The T eport said that many ref-
ibodia, Laos and South Vietnam, |USCCS Were statistically reset-
" The report, prepared by Dale tll%d” “{hll.le remaining In’ their
§."de Haan, subcommittes coun-| o g C a0l -
o1 and ey M. Tinkor, 3 con- i Laos, the report asserted,
sullant, called for high priority |mcie ¥ | TECOSHIZEC, TEIUELCS

b TR . approach 300,000 but ‘“low prior-
United Nations’ actions to alle- ity attached to refugee prob-

' . viale refugee and civilian eas-|1gc b the United States has

ualty problems. ) S . 2 :
In Cambodia, Kennedy said, g;ggﬁ%fﬂmts to deal with the

thousands of persons live in ™y findings asserted that the’

S, 00 0, Ol Uil Bt et
g8 ) program has been'a principal

- hospitals and dispensaries are i ap Sod mar
oveg-burdened witl? thousands of c.(i_vter‘ 'for CIAip onsohea palua- v
eivilian war casualties. military activities rather than

“The situation Is growing so directed pllnll)zlarlly at social or
critical in Cambodia_ that inter—'ecz?l%{mfnp gim%??fia the stud
national relief agencics in Gene-| o that an official ’Cambodia:rlli
v;ﬁssﬁ;ﬁit;}om If);%?ii?fegf;cgs view of b‘l‘uncor}cem" over refu-
since many Cambodian peasants §fe§cf;§§ ems 1 shgred by .U'Sf
are not planting this year’s rice .o L o
-erop due to the insecurity of the
countryside,” he said. |
. “InLaos, Kennedy said satura-’
tion bombings and forced evacu-
ations have helped create ‘“‘un-
told agony” for hundreds of
thousands of villagers. He said
his subcommittee was ‘‘dis-
tressed” by a ““continued lack of
‘urgency or active concern” by
Washington and Saigon for the
~social well-being. of South Viet-
namese, .
“A business-as-usual attitude
,eontinues to pervade much of
our view of what needs to be
done, and a false sense of opti-
‘mism pervades much of our
view on what has been done,” -

' ‘Kennedy said. ;
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", (AID) und -other American agencies have energetically tried to . .
: < ST 0 oAmerican pavins o o . :
" -A former AID refugee relicf officer. in Laos,- Ronald 'J.
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Last of a saries of six crticles on'Lacs T said the villa

Adjecent to some fleoded ricefields, Sam Neua, capital of the
province of the same name, tay below usaswe climbed one of the
mountains completely surrounding the town on the way to a
village of the Meo minority. . . :

The valley was a scenc of pastoral beauty. But what looked
fike buildings from a distance were only empty shells in a ghost
town, semnants of the destruction wrought by Barrel Role, the
code name of the U.S. program of indiscriminate bombing of the
pofthern part of the liberated zone of Laos, which is still

. unacknowledged publicly by Washington.

‘More has been known about U.S. activities among the Mco
who inhabit mountain uplands, Since the 1950s, the CIA, U.S.
Arnmy Special Forces, U.S. Agency for International Development

ipromote Meo separatism. L v
i Migrating from southern China in the 18th century, the Meo

care one of the principal national minoritiss of Laos. In attempting
) . :

.to foster a bogus nationalism among the Meo who comprise about’

.have made vagus promisss about .cstablishing. a separate ‘Meo
couniry if the people aliied themsaives to the U.S. ) .

"1 %15-20% of the three millian Laotian population; American agents

- Gen. Vang Pao’s mercenary army was recrulted from the Meo

‘and it has boca one of the maia velicles of the U.S. intervention.
But-there “are relisble reports that many-'of Vang Pao’s troops
havs been forcibly pressed into the army. 7 Tk T

Uorosted from lead I RIS LA
., . Despite its claims of being fhe protector of the Mco, the.U.S.
*has forcidly uprooicd them from liberated areas and moved large
‘fumbers into the other zone. Meo areas have also been the target
‘of U.S. aircraft. According to ‘published” estimates by U.S.
‘officials, about 100,000 Meos have “lost -their lives  from
“war-reloted causes and 2 larger number have beceme part of Laos’
“hundreds of thousands of refugees. Wiat the U.S..docs not admit
‘is‘that most of these displaced persons have fied U.S. bonibs.
. ';-."Aftcr more than an hour's climb up a slippery, muddy path,
Jwe reached the summit where there ‘.vere.tiny_ham'.cts, each with
30-15 houses with cleared arcas for crops such as dry rice and
‘maize, growa on the steep slopes. o
. Vle stopped at:onc hamlet where ‘about half of .its 70
_inhabitants listencd to the discussions. Conditions were not easy
‘but they were better-thdn in the other zone, one of the villase
Jeaders -stated. Although .he did not try °to make
comparisons, it was obvious that education and medical carc had
becii.one of the main concerns of the Pathet Lao. ~ . )
. -t Ninety percent of the adult population in the cluster of
hamlets were participating in the literacy program and 60% had
already learncd to read. There were three schools for the childrea

~..-and nurses trained to carc for the sick. Before the Pathet Lao

©.camy, _illit‘cracy in such areas ranged upwards from 95% and there
were no schools or medical care. - ’ :
Since 1950, [ was told, 150 persons from the arca had been
forcibly

shifted to other tactics in 1967 when a bombing raid destroyed

-~
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.30 houses and kilicd two persons. Since the beginning of 1969,
ge spokesman, 20 people had been killed by.U.S..

mined,while working in their ficlds. . . ‘0

Under ClA-difected programs, ageats also try to recruit spics
or “volunteers” for service with Vang Pao. A man of 48 related
that he had been lured to leave in 1967 by promises of high pay
and an important position. Instead of travcling by a promised
helicopter, he found himself on a forced march with about 40
similar “volunteers” with insufficient food, water and clothing.
They were then held at a base that was occasionally visited by
‘Americans. One man who' tricd . to leave was shot.. After three
months, the jungle march resumed, ‘but Pathet Lao attacks
diminisied the number of guards and most of the 40 men used
_the opportunity to flee.: o s

‘Rickenback, has explained the consequences of U.S. protection
of the Mco, testifying that they have been merely Amcrican
‘pawns..’At a May 7 hearing of the Senate Subcommittee on
Refugees, -whose . transcript w,_zis .just published, Rickenback

-stated: . . = L : .

“In the late 1950s we began to arm, resupply and advise the

Meo, and their hill tribe peers, the Lao Theung, and the Yao. .
What resulted was the anti-North Vietnamese guerrilla forces of
north Laos. o A . :

" “[nitially this program was masterminded under the auspices
" .of the U.S. Special Forces ‘white star” teams that were attached

“dircctly to ficld units and coordinated puerrilla activitivs.
“Then, after the restrictions placed on overt U.S. military
~involvement in Laos by the Geneva Accords of 1962, the role of
advising the guerrilla forces fell under thé operational wing of the
CiA: It was also at this time that AID became directly and
officially -involved with the paramilitary aspects of the program.
“Here, the obvious must be pointed out. Our Governnient's
interest in helping the Meo defend themselves was not a case of
pure altruism.”. , . . o . B .
“In so doing, the Mco and other hill tribe guernllas beeamas
unwitting pawns of the U.S. Government. . . . In the overall sensc.

" the Meo have only served the greater intercsts of U.S. policy. .}

“They fought -because we armed them, because we told them
we thought they had a ‘just’ cause. As things got worse, we even
told them that they had a *stake’ in a free Southeast Asia. .. ‘
“What makes this situation even more distasteful, as 1 have
already mentioned, is that we did so to scrve our own interests as
_much as anything clsc—to let them fight a war, which was really
our war,” by proxy. And morcover, to fight, and die, for the
ethiue Lao and Thai who did not feel it was worth doing so for

themsctves; strange, indeed, sipce it was their.defense that this
war was supposcdly all about. . :
“The net result of the war has.been death and destruction.
- Virtually every inliabitant in the contested zones of Laos has
been forced to flee at one time or another from his home in the
face of intensive combat activitics. This would be bad enough if it
ruel nature of this
come 4. recurfing

- theme, ... : .
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UNLRESS he experiences a
“last-minute change of heart,

. 2 Vice President Nguyen Cao

Ky of South Vietnam will be
‘in our midst within {he

- week, to speak at a farright

" ¢yictory” rally at the Wash-

“ington Monument grounds.

The rally is sponsored by

the Rev, Carl deIntyre, a
7 fundamentalist radio pitch-

man who has characterized
the Nixon adminisiration
this year as “soft on com-
mipism” and has fermed
the President’s Vieinamiza-
tion policy a “sellout.” In
Saigon, officials close to
President Thicu are writing

* their American friends that

Ky's molives in speaking
here are “to undermine both
FPresidents, Nixon  and
- Thieu.”
If Ky makes himself avajl-
able to U.S. journalists, here

* Is a suggested list of ques-

tions that might. be asked,

" all based on material pre-

-viously made public, eithen

" in the United States or Vici-

namese press:

1. Mr. Vice President,

“how do you account for the

,$15,000 per weck you person-

)

]

g
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ally receive from the re-
ceipts of the Saigon race
track? You have told us your
people are Tully mobilized
for this war; if that is the
case, just who goes to the
races every day so as to en-
able {he track to show a
profit sufficient to pay you?
(Im 1867, Ky admitted he was
receiving this money, and
said he used it from {ime {o
time to pay disabled vet-
erans, He had, up to tha
time, paid out the total sum
of $63 for this purpose.y

2, Your proleze, Gen. Do
Cao Tri, has been much
praised this year as the
“Tiger of Cambodia” for his
of your {roops
there. What was his final ex-

planation for the package he .-

sent to Hong Kong earlicr
this vear which was unex-
peetedly opened in cusloins
and found to contain 71 mil-
Jion piasters in cash (official
U.S. equivalent: $600,000)?
Why would anyone want to
send that -many piasters out

of the country, where they .

were praclically worthless,
unless to be used illegally~~
or by the enemy—for pur-

e

chases back in South Viet-
nam?

3. Mr, Vice President, your
old comrade, Gen. Dang Van

Quang, is back in office as
chief of intelligence. When
you and he shared power as
members of the “Military
Revolutionary Council,” he
was lhe comnmander of IV

Corps until dismissed for
corruption. Did he ever
make -restitution {for tbe

money lie took from his own
soldiers?
4. What about your other

colleague from the old days

of the couneil, Gen. Cao Van
Vien, riow the South Viet-
namesze chicf of slaff? Do be

_and his wife still lease gov-
- erpment-owned

real eslate
to Americans? Do they still
own bhordello hotels at the
recreation center at Nha-
trang?

5. Nr. Viee President, why
was  your mother-inlaw,
Afme. Hoang, who owns &
string of “resorts” in Sai-

_gon, permitted to be the sole

bidder on a construction
coniract at an air base to be
used by the United States?

6. Finally, Mr. Vice Presi-

dent, what about thal old
smugaling rap? ‘Back in
1854, when the CIA. had sct
you up as the “commandea”
of a fictitious airline to {ly
South - Vietnamese agents
into 1the North, you were
fired for using the planes to
smugale opiuin and  gold
from Laos, What cver hap-
pencd to the 250 pounds of
gold and the 450 pounds ol
opium which were seized?
And your collaboretor, Gen.
Loc, who was fired ag a re-
sult ‘of tlie exposure {from
his post as director general
of customs in Saigon-—aid
he ever get his old job

‘back?

These questions ay seem

[ PEST

light-hearted, but Gen. Ky is |

noi. He has grown rich and
powerful from this war, not
{romx plundering his own
people—whom he has more
than once betrayed--but
ours. Be will stand in the
shadow of the monuments
to Lincoln and Washington,
and lecture us on our re-
sponsibilities. Americans, to
our shame, will applaud
him. o

- @1970, Los Angeles Times

JERNEN —. 4
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VIENTIANY—Lac talks are
stalernated in what the official
Lao press calls “a dialogue, of

; A

the deaf” as both sides jockey
for positions of political supre-
raacy.

“Bolh sides want to be count-
ed as representing the neutral-
ists,” is how one diplomat
summed it up.

Pheng Phonseven, Laos inlerl-
or minister who has been nomi-
nated head of the povernment
idelegation, says he is the “pleni-
polentiary representative of Sou-
vanna-Phowing in his capacily
as promicr of the government of
Inational union.

I Diplomats say the Souvamma

‘stance Js that the pro-
FCommunist Pathet Leo ave
rebels being asked lo returnip

the government fold--the gov-
-ernment  being neutrelists and
‘righlists with Souvanna at their
head.

Yathel Lao Broadcast

But the Pathet Lao radio, in a
-|broadcast by Gen. Pheune Sipra-
senth a central committee mem-
ber, and delegate Red Prince
Souphanduvong, has made clear
they intend to represent both
leftists and neutralists.

Sipraseuth said, ‘“‘One must
lay bare that Prince Souvanna-
Phouria wants to negotiate from
a superior position, that of a
government delegation with a
political party. Rut the fact is
Souvania-Phouma is only repre-
sentative of a single party, that
of the rulers of Vientiana.”

He sald the opposition com-
prises two palitical forces with
legal status, “namely ine Lao
Peoples parly end the patriotic
Neutralist Tront, united in alli-
anca since 1860.”

Both sides ere on shaky
ground lsgally, especially the
Reds. Their Neutralist party

was not formed until 1964 after
Laos neutralists split two fac-
tions. The neutralists of 1960 are

STATINTL
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But unfortunately Souvanna’s

nevtralist army has dwindled to
o mere 4,460 troops despite pa-
per claims to the contiary.
Souvanna himseclf and exiled
Gen. Kongle.

Even the Soviet Union and

Souvenna has bzen forced o
dcpand on & €9,660-man rightist
army plus 500 advisers em-
ployed by the CIA end closs
support from the U.S. Air Force
to fight Korth Vietnamese sup-
porting the Patuet Lao.

fMhis has worn Souvenna's

J

claims of neutealily somewhal

thin.
TFighting Continues

Meamwhile as talks flounder
over who gets the all--fmportant
neutralist mantle and with itin
the case of tha Reds a stronger
claim to a greater share jn Lacs
tripartitic  government,
fighling continues.

Both the Lao government and
U.S. Embassy officials cover up
the fighting for fear it could lead
to zn official hreakdowa of talk-
faelers, .

Dut U.S. eaireraft are hilting
Route 7 in the,morihern Flain of
Jars in an attempt to stop Heauol
convoys stockpiliig for a Com-
munist offensive int he dry sea-
son, expected if the Comnmunists
fail to force Scuvamna to give
them a greater share iu the Laos
governinent at telks. .

Western diplomats say that if
the Communists succeed in gain-
ing greater confrol in the Lao
‘government, the U3, position in
Scuth Vietnamm will have been
weakened, .

335

China have embassies to Sou-

Laos”
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By Richard E. Ward
(Fourth of a serles on Laos) o T e
- During discussions in the liberatcd zone of Laos early this
" summer, Pathet Lao officials outlined military developments over -
the past several years, which make clear that subscquent offers to
talk with representatives of the Vientiane regime are founded on
Pathet Lao military successes, besides their continuing willingness.
to settle the Laotian conflict by political means. :
- Military events in Laos can only be understood in historical
perspective, of which a few essential points arc outlined here,
During the late 1950s, the CIA engincered a coup, overthrowing a
government of national union in which the - Pathet Lao
participated in accordance with the 1954 Geneva scttlement on
Indochina. o T i .
i Together with other Pathet Lao leaders in Vientiane, prince
Souphanouvong was imprisoned, but they made a dramatic
escapc after converting the prison guards to their cause. After a
long jungle trek, the Pathet Lao escapecs were reunited with their
associates in resistance bases. By 1961-62, a small resistance zone
‘had grown into a large liberated area, corprising about two-thirds
of the whole country. During part of the struggle against
CIA-backed rightist forces, the neutralist elements were united
with the Pathet Lao. e o T

- Tripartite government L e

1. With its position rapidly disintegrating, the U.S. reluctantly
.allowed a political settlement and finally signed the 1962 Geneva
" Agreement on Laos which guarantecd respect for Laotian
“neutrality. The Laotians had established a tripartite government
of national union a month earlier, which functioned briefly until
being undermincd by the CIA. . .

7 The nominally neutralist premicr, prince Souvanna Phouma,

agreed to cooperate with the U.S. shortly after the government’

was installed. In violation of the 1962 Geneva accords on Lazos,
_'Phouma allowed the U.S. to channe! military assistance to Laos,
mainly through rightist elements. = B
_In 1963, prominent neutralists including Foreign -Minister
“Quinim Pholsena, an ardent opponent of U.S, intervention, were
assassinated, -One of the aims of the killings was.to discredit the
Pathet Lag members of the government, whose lives were also
threatened, by charging them with deserting it. The tripartite
government still exists in name but in reality since 1963 it has
‘become increasingly under U.S. control.

American retainers in Vientiane gained a stronger hold on the
government after another CIA-sponsored coup in April 1964,
Even Souvanna Phouma was briefly ousted until it was assurcd
that he would cooperate with new U.S. plans for Laos.

The U.S. had previously instituted ground operations against
the Pathet Lao, but within 2 month of the coup, on May 19,
1964, the U.S. began a secret campaign of bombing the liberated
zone of Laos, The bombing, the incorporation of Thai
mercenaries within the Royal Laotian Army and the introduction
of heavy military supplies initially resulted in some setbacks for
the Pathet Lao, . : ' o
" However, according to Pathet Lao central committee member

Sisane Sisana, the U,S.-Vientiane forces have been on the

‘defensive since the 1967 dry scason, despite a continuing U.S.
escalation., It appears that Pathet Lao gains have been most
. 'impressive over the past year when the scale of bombing
sometimes excecded the peak level of attacks against North
Vietnam, _ : : ' : -
In mid-1969, the Pathet Lao took the strategic town of Muong
Soui ‘on the northwest edge of the Plain of Jars. In April and June
of tniApprovedForL Release! 2001/03/04 Tl
Southern Laos, following an important victory at the Plain of Jars
.and Xiengkhouang region in February.
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In mid-September 1969, U.S. officials had boasted that th
at victory in thz

American-backed forces had achieved a great
region, which had been part of the liberated zone for ycars, As
explained by the Pathet Lao the story is somewhat different,

After questioning Oun Heune Phounsavath of the Pathet Lac
information office in Hanoi on what had happened at the Plain of
Jars, he explained that there were not two scparate battles bu
rather one long campaign., Phounsavath frankly admitted thai
U.S.-backed forces moved- onto the Plain of Jars and int«
Xiengkhouang beginning in August 1969, But he also pointed ou
that-t